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e d i t o r ’ s  f o r e w o r d

The story of Blackacre as a publication is a very long and 
involved one. It is the oldest publication produced by SULS, 
dating back to 1937, and a very important one at that. A 
number of circumstances arose in the process of creating 
this 2012 edition of Blackacre which very nearly resulted 
in it not being published. Nevertheless, it is my honour 
to be able to continue its production, the third edition 
following a hiatus in its publication, and be able to provide 
the students of the Class of 2012 with a well-deserved 
yearbook.

You might find, as you flick through the pages of the 2012 
edition of Blackacre, a flush of memories. Whether you 
are reading this as you first pick it up at your Graduation 
Ceremony and the memories seem as vivid as if they 
happened yesterday; whether you are reading this years 
from your graduation with memories layered thickly with 
the dust of life in years between; whether your memories 
are good, bad or something a little more complex; whether 
your memories bring you a sense of nostalgia, relief or 
regret - those memories are yours. The purpose of Blackacre, 
as I see it, is to form a memento of your time at Sydney 
University. While the entries within each student profile 
share the memories of others, I hope that these trigger 
your own and help you relive your experiences of studying 
law at this great institution.

A communal picture of the experiences of the Class 
of 2012 is formed by the comments throughout this 
yearbook. Not only have lessons been learned, both big 
(never underestimate the value of persistence) and small 
(judgement is sometimes spelled judgment), and not 
only have memorable experiences been enjoyed (Law 
Balls!) but perhaps most importantly, friendships have 
been forged. I hope for you, as I do for myself in post-law 
school life, that these friendships accompany you far into 
the future. If Sydney University has given you nothing else 
which you come to value, I hope that you come to value 
your friendships.

I would like to thank Judy Zhu, Alistair Stephenson and 
Isabelle Youssef for your unwavering support and tireless 
efforts as well as the 2012 SULS Executive members 
responsible for compiling the student portfolios which 
now form the pages of this yearbook.

I hope that you enjoy Blackacre 2012 as a token of your 
time studying Law at Sydney University and that it brings 
you sentimentality when you need it most.

To the Class of 2012 - a great big congraduations!

n i c h o la s  s i m o n e
EdITor ANd pUBLICATIoNS dIrECTor 2013
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l l b  v a l e d i c t o r i a n  s p e e c h

b y  J u l i a  B a i n e

Good evening Acting Dean, Professor Greg Tolhurst, 
distinguished academics joining us tonight, the SULS 
Executive, and most importantly, the Class of 2012.

If I have learnt one thing during my time at this university, 
it is that Sydney Law students are not a group on whose 
behalf it is easy to speak. But as Jamie Glister has often 
remarked, if I wanted this task to be easy, I should have 
gone to UTS.

So the challenge that faced Tash and I in writing this 
speech, was identifying the features of law school that 
could constitute the common experience of such a diverse 
group of individuals. To this question I found but one 
answer.

Nick dennis. The unwavering constant of the shirtless guy 
at SULS events is surely the tie that binds us.

But don’t get me wrong; I take this task very seriously. 
When I was asked last week to be a speaker at this dinner, 
I decided to prepare with the same intensity that many of 
you have devoted to a Legal profession exam. So late last 
night, I began.

This evening, I wish to talk to you about one thing – the 
acquisition of knowledge. For if there is one common 
element of our time here – at least theoretically – it 
should be this.

So I start with some knowledge I have acquired during my 
time at Law School. I know the value of a unit conversion 
– Angus Abadee is worth two standard mooters. I know 
the location of the secret bathrooms. I know that Kelly, 
the waitress at Taste, gives out free brownies to people 
whose names she has committed to memory. I don’t know 
how to convince her my name is worth knowing though. 

I know that Leigh Dunlop, of Freehills HR, is a woman. If 
only Max Hardy had known that. I know that ice sculptures 
are an indispensable asset to a Law revue after party. And 
Alistair oakes knows that as well. I know that rebecca 
Black’s song Friday went viral and she is famous for it. 
And I know this could also be said of Josh Chalkley and his 
4th year law notes. I know that brush Turkeys are difficult 
to catch. I know that the infamous ‘Sydney Law’ Hoodie 
was a short-lived fad – unless of course, your name is Jake 
offen. I know that it was a couple, in this room tonight, 
that brought romantic meaning to the famous torts case 
of Newington v Windeyer. Professor Rolph – take note – 
there is more than one way in which a young adult may 
trespass on the Grove. I know the glass ceilings of our law 
school has literally shattered, and I like the irony. I know 
a British accent can make a lecture of Intro to property 
more enjoyable. And for this – Jamie Glister – I say thank 
you. I know when Malcolm Turnbull gifted his name to the 
giant smooth shaft we call the “cone”, he must have been 
compensating for something.

From this list, I can only surmise that knowledge comes 
from many places. In last year’s Blackacre one of the 
questions asked of each student was: “At Law School, from 
whom did you learn the most?” Whilst answers ranged 
from Peter Gerangelous to First Point, I was most struck by 
Liz Boden’s two word response: Anna Bennett.

Although I suspect that Liz was referring to Anna’s notes 
– I think that it is fair to say that the greatest inventory of 
knowledge at Sydney Law School lies in its students.

In this room tonight we have medalists in Mathematics 
and Economics. We have past and present editors of Honi 
Soit, the Sydney Globalist, Dissent and The Bull. We have 
two SULS presidents and a handful of executive members. 

We have university representatives in Ultimate Frisbee, 
triathletes and skiers. We have founders of impressive 
small businesses, such as Fly By Fun. 

We are an impressive year group and we are a community 
of concentric circles, and each person’s talents, experiences, 
success, failures, humour, leadership, and drunken antics 
have imbued the spirit and collective wisdom of this year 
group. Tonight is a night to celebrate our achievements, to 
have a laugh at ourselves, to have a laugh at other people 
and to reflect on the contribution that we have made to 
this community.

With that in mind I’d like to give a vote of thanks to Claire 
Burke, our SULS President. For being our Commander in 

Chief and for leaving an indelible mark on this law school.
And I’d like to thank Lan and Amelia for organizing this 
special event. And finally, although I have spoken much 
about the contribution of students to the knowledge we 
leave this institution with, I would like to give a vote of 
thanks to the esteemed members of faculty. You have had a 
profound impact on us both personally and professionally. 
Though each of you has your own style, the constant is 
your unending willingness to impart your understanding, 
and for that, we are grateful.

I am now going to hand over to Tash, but before I do so 
I am going to leave you with the words of old. “Live the 
dream.”
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J d  v a l e d i c t o r i a n  s p e e c h

b y  N a t a s h a  S h a n t h a k u m a r

I think there are quite a few bonds that tie combined and 
graduate students together. One of them is definitely Nick 
dennis. But there is also the collegiate attitude I found in 
our cohort. Like Julia, I’m grateful for the students I’ve had 
the privilege of going through Law School with. Combined 
kids, if you’ll indulge me for a moment, I’d like to take 
my fellow graduate friends to a trip down memory lane. 
Remember that first case law analysis assessment we 
had? We had just started law school. Had been given a 
brick of a reader and a textbook. And then were told that 
in a week’s time we had our first assessment. Gosh was 
there some freaking out going on! And then our first Torts 
exam...I had no idea how to answer a problem question, 
my how times change! Then came Contracts, the horror 
that is closed book exams. We worked so hard memorising 
all that content. And to top off first semester, there was 
having no idea what was going on in Civil procedure 
where there was no textbook and rifling through millions 
of pieces of paper with legislation and court rules! What 
a semester it was, and that, was only the beginning. So 
many many hours of hard work have come and gone. So 
many late night rants on Facebook about some aspect of 
an assignment due the next day. So many eight hour days 
of class that by the time 5pm comes around you feel like 
your head is going to explode with all the information 
you’ve tried to absorb. And who could count the amount of 
caffeine we would have consumed thus far?

But even in those gruelling times I have really appreciated 
the fun, easy going nature of this grad class. I’ve always 
thought of our cohort as being really friendly, always 
willing to lend a hand and all too willing to have a drink 
to celebrate finishing an assignment. Especially in the 
intensive format and the 8 hour days we’ve all had, we 

have managed to come through without eating each other 
alive. And not only that, we’ve come through with many 
amazing friends.  Here’s a shout out to our incredible 
friends who are on exchange, your presence is missed 
tonight.  

So, I hope that as we go out into the big wide world, that 
we will continue to value the friendships of those near 
and dear to us. The legal profession can be a downright 
difficult lifestyle to lead, but I hope that as we begin 
our professional careers, that we will continue to make 
time for those who have supported and encouraged us 
along the way. I for one am so grateful to my parents for 
their support, in the face of my many law school related 
traumas. I’m also grateful to the Lord Jesus because I know 
that I wouldn’t be here without Him. I’m sure all of you 
also have people who have stood by you in the good and 
the bad.  So that’s message number one I’d like to leave 
with you – there is more to life than becoming a partner at 
a top tier law firm at the expense of the people around us.

As Julia so eloquently stated, we have gained knowledge 
through various means at law school. Message number 
two I’d like to leave with you concerns how we can use that 
knowledge. As lawyers (well soon to be lawyers), we have 
a great capacity to impact people’s lives. I have to confess 
to starting university as a hopeless idealist. I was one of 
those students who wanted to ‘make a difference’ and ‘be 
the change you want to see’ kind of people. I think the 
critical nature of my International Studies degree knocked 
that out of me quite quickly. But a remnant remained in 
me with beginning law school. But as the black letter law 
came to overwhelm my experience, more of my idealism 
left me. 

But then I had an experience that has really stood out to 
me as highlighting the impact law can have on people’s 
lives. And this was my first experience of the High Court. 
But let me start from the beginning.  As part of the social 
justice clinical course I was involved in a clinic aimed 
at developing public interest test cases for Mallesons. I 
contacted Professor Ben Saul. He suggested the idea of 
challenging the indefinite detention of refugees on a 
different basis than had been previously tried. In a nutshell, 
this issue concerned about 50 to 60 asylum seekers who 
had been declared refugees but had then been issued 
adverse security assessments by ASIo. This meant that 
Australia cannot send them ‘back to where they came 
from’ because of our refugee obligations and yet they 
could not be released into the community because they 
are a ‘threat to our security.’ Sound familiar? So I wrote a 
7000 word paper examining the issue. Long story short, 
Mallesons decided to run the case and they used my paper 
to create a brief to counsel. 

Another long story short is that david Manne, the lawyer 
who challenged the Malaysia solution, ran the case and 
Mallesons intervened. The High Court moved with great 
speed, for a change, and three weeks after filing we were 
in the High Court litigating the issue. I went to Canberra to 
watch some of the hearing. I was in a law nerd’s dream. It was 
before all seven High Court judges, there were seventeen 
barristers involved in the case and the courtroom was full. 
It was an amazing feeling hearing some of the issues I had 
raised in my paper being addressed in court. Mind you, on 
some of the grounds I had no idea what was going on. 
Essentially the plaintiff’s case was seeking to overturn Al-
Kateb, a case I was incensed by when Fady told us about 
it in my first Foundations lecture. As interveners, we ran 
constitutional arguments which had changed a lot from 
when I had worked on them. 

In any case, as I was sitting in the hearing I was astounded 
to hear the judges hinting at the possible invalidity of the 
regulation holding this scheme together. The thing was, 
no one had argued the point the properly! So we could 
have been in one of the cases where the judges write that 
the plaintiff could’ve won if they had argued point x, but 
they didn’t so they’re stuffed. As the judges were deciding 

whether to grant leave to amend I could see some fierce 
whispering going on. I literally sat there praying that 
they would give leave, it was too important a case, with 
people’s liberty on the line to let something like that get 
in the way. 

In the end, they did grant leave, thank God, and it is on 
those grounds that the Court decided in the plaintiff’s 
favour. The Government can get around this ruling but at 
least it has made them think twice about the approach 
we’re taking. And I had a great time! So the moral of the 
story, the law impacts people’s lives, yes even Admin Law. 
So whether it’s in commercial transactional work, in policy, 
in an NGO or big corporate, as a barrister or maybe even 
as a judge someday, law has a profound role to play in 
people’s lives. Let’s use it for the good of those around us 
and not only for ourselves.  So here’s a toast, to the class 
of 2012, here’s to bigger and brighter things! 
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w o r d s  o f  f a r e w e l l 
f r o m  p r o f e s s o r 
p e t e r  g e r a n g e l o s

Congratulations to you all on finishing your degree.  As for 
my parting words, please read the occasional address at the 
2011 Graduation, May 2011 which is currently on the Law 
School website and which equally applies to you all.

However, I take the opportunity to congratulate in particular 
those ‘forgotten’ students who persevered with patience 
to the end of their degree without any prizes, academic 
or non-academic honours, distinctions and praises, those 
who carried on despite not getting a job in the firms they 
were after, those who could just manage Credits and the 
odd distinction grade as their very best effort; and did 
all this without complaint and maintaining a cheerful 
disposition. Without taking anything away at all from 
the high achievers and prize-winners, and without any 
condescension whatsoever, my highest admiration and 
respect has always been for those who really had to strive 
just to get through, who persevered and continued to try to 
do their best despite the absence of high grades, honours 
and recognition, and whose main aim was to achieve a 
‘personal best’ irrespective of what those around them 
were doing; especially those enduring various personal 
hardships — financial, family, illness and other hurdles.  I 
also wish to say a word for those students who were simply 
caught up in understanding the law, who had cultivated 
that ‘acquired taste’ and fascination with it, and who 
would often delve into it (and its philosophical, policy and 
historical antecedents) without any thought whatsoever of 
whether it would be ‘in the exam’ and whose marks may 

have suffered for it, but simply for its own sake and their 
own understanding.

For what it is worth, for this effort — hidden from the 
eyes of the world and mostly in silence—  you get a High 
distinction from me (and I know from many of my academic 
colleagues who share these sentiments) as you take your 
leave from us.  These qualities will bear fruit and you will 
achieve great things. ‘All good things come to those who 
wait’.  And ‘great things’ does not mean ‘fame, wealth and 
power’ (and their baubles), but the simple things of being 
true to your profession, dedicated to your calling, doing a 
good job for those you represent ‘without fear of favour’, 
being reliable and responsible, keeping an eye out for 
the ‘widows and orphans’, ‘strangers and outsiders’, and, of 
course, ‘smelling out and resisting the Caesars.”     

P R O F E S S O R  O F
C o N S T I T U T I o N A L
LA W,  B A , L L B  S y d ; 

L L M , P H D  U N S W

professor
peter

gerangelos

p h o t o s
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f a c u l t y 
p r o f i l e s

a n d r e w  d i c K i n s o n

my favourite legal quote is: Lord denning’s statement of the facts in Jarvis 
v Swan Tours [1973] QB 233 - a ski holiday goes wrong. 

my favourite thing about law students is:  Their ability,  and 
willingness, to approach the study of law afresh, and to challenge the settled ways 
of teachers and practitioners.

if i hadn’t taught law i would have: practised it. I have never regretted 
my decision (aged 8 or 9) to study and pursue a career in law.

the most important thing you can learn at law school is: That no 
part of the law sits in isolation.

my advice to the graduating class is: That the law is, in large part, about 
the facts. Understand the facts, and a better understanding of the law and of its 
application will follow. As Sherlock Holmes said: “Data, data, data! I can’t make 
bricks without clay!”

Professor of Private International Law

15



17 18

a r l i e  l o u g h n a n

my favourite legal quote is: Major Lloyd-George, Second Reading Speech 
re: Homicide Act 1957, House of Commons, explaining to whom the new defence of 
diminished responsibility would apply:

“Those who, although not insane in this [M’Naghten] legal sense, are regarded in 
the light of modern knowledge as insane in the medical sense, and those who, not 
insane in either sense, are seriously abnormal, whether through mental deficiency, 
inherent causes, disease or injury.”  - Hansard (HC) (1956–57) (Series 5) vol 560, col 
1154 (15 November 1956).

the strangest thing a student has ever asked me is: I don’t know 
that there have been that many strange queries. But the funniest things are the 
(very serious) requests for extensions in circumstances that are not so serious. My 
favourite one of these began:

“respect’d M’am, 

regretfully it has come to this.. .”

my favourite thing about law students is:  Collective pedantry.

law students don’t know how to: They know everything, don’t they?

if i hadn’t taught law i would have: Taught History.

the most important thing you can learn at law school is: Analytical skills (and ways of dropping Latin 
phrases into casual conversation).

my advice to the graduating class is: Studying is a privilege and your legal knowledge is a gift. Use it as best 
you can and remember that your career is your choice. don’t feel locked into any one option - for status, or money or 
anything else. It’s your life.

Senior Lecturer/Criminal Law

r o g e r  m a g n u s s o n

my favourite legal quote is: one that sticks in my mind is the student who 
wrote, in a medical law essay: “The principle of autonomy can generally be seen as 
the ‘holy cow’ in medical law, it is not to be interfered with lightly”.

the strangest thing a student has ever asked me is:  The strangest 
requests always come at the end of semester when students assume that simply 
because they are disappointed with their mark,  need a distinction average or 
because they are a “distinction student”, that the lecturer should change their mark 
for that reason.

my favourite thing about law students is:  Given the right 
environment, and an opportunity to express their thoughts and beliefs, Sydney 
Law School students are incredibly articulate, engaged and passionate.  They have 
strong communication and analytical skills - the foundation for success.

law students don’t know how to: deal gracefully with disappointment.  
Of course, this doesn’t apply to all students.  However, we see this when a student 
fails an essay or exam, or when they don’t do as well as they hoped.  Some treat it as 

a breach of international human rights principles; others want to enter into negotiations or appeal their way to the High 
Court.  dealing with the disappointments of life, with dignity and grace, is an important life skill: no one, no matter how 
smart or dedicated, wins all the time.  Keeping a sense of perspective helps students to be resilient so that they can take 
stock, move on, and not allow a temporary set-back to undermine their confidence or destabilise their life.. .

the most important thing you can learn at law school is: Wrong question.  It’s not what you learn - the 
law you learn ain’t all that important in the scheme of things.  It’s the strong, generic analytical and communication skills 
that you develop through the process of learning the law that is really valuable.  You will keep these forever and they will 
benefit you in whatever you do.  The fact that you’ll forget the law you learned in law school is irrelevant.

my advice to the graduating class is: Time passes quickly.  You probably won’t have time to dabble or to 
achieve all the things you’re capable of doing, so find out what you value most and aim for that.  I see quite a few students 
who become disenchanted with top-tier legal practice after just a few years (or less) when as law students they were 
focused very much on big end of town, the big money, high status.  They find themselves in their late 20s looking for 
a completely new career direction, or a way to use their generic skills in a new way.  Be open to the fact your life may 
develop in unexpected directions, that you may have several careers over your working life, and that some of the greatest 
rewards come from giving back.

Professor of Health Law & Governance
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g r e g  t o l h u r s t

my favourite legal quote is: “When a contract stipulates for payment of 
part of the purchase money in advance, the purchaser relying  only on the vendor’s 
promise to give him a conveyance, the vendor is entitled to enforce payment before 
the time has arrived for conveying the land; yet his title to retain the money has been 
considered not to be absolute but conditional upon the subsequent completion of 
the contract.” - Mcdonald v dennys Lascelles Ltd (1933) 48 CLr 457 at 477 per dixon J. 

the strangest thing a student has ever asked me is:  It is a choice 
between:

On the eve of a closed book exam: “Dear Professor Tolhurst, please find attached all 
my notes taken from your lectures, the text book and case book, can you please read 
over them to ensure they are correct.”

And:

The plea of ‘Non Est Factum’ that appeared at the end of an exam paper.

I am not sure whether it was the same student!

my favourite thing about law students is:  Their deep love of commercial law.

law students don’t know how to: Express their deep love of commercial law

the most important thing you can learn at law school is: The law? oh and get to the library early!

my advice to the graduating class is: Full-time postgraduate research and coursework degrees; it’s the new 
gap year.. . or three.

Acting Dean/Contract Law

s t u d e n t 
p r o f i l e s
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a n g u s  a b a d e e

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is:  The ability to survive off only red Bull in the 
40 hours before an exam or assessment.

my favourite quote from law school is: “This is one of my favourite cases and I hope it will be one of yours.” 
- david rolph.

my favourite experience at law school was: Mooting before Sir Anthony Mason. 

my favourite thing about law school is: How everyone will line up to get a coffee, no matter how long the 
line is.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Had normal sleeping patterns.  

if i could change something about law school it would be: Bell curve marking.

i will probably be remembered for:  Shit-stirring my way through class participation in public Law.

 at law school i learned the most from: Papa G (Gerangelos) and David Rolph.

the most important thing i got out of law school is:  It is never too late to start something new (even 
assignments the night before).

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  Sleep and my soul.

the best class to sleep in has been:  CCp. 

after graduating the next step for me is:  Finally learn something about the law.

my biggest regret is:  Not going to Law Camp in first year.

what got me through law school was:  Luck and an ability to justify any mark.  

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: don’t try to replicate a scene out of Jackass because 
you are not going to have a good time: Grech v Illawarra Newspapers. Also, that if you are going to chase a grasshopper 
around your hotel room, make sure you have an equal opportunity employer rather than Barwick.  

s o p h i a  b a i

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: “Well 
mum, prima facie it may look like I forgot again.. .”

my favourite quote from law school is: “. . .with Kirby J dissenting.”

my favourite experience at law school was: developing a comradery 
with my peers, together sharing, complaining and revelling in the vicissitudes of the 
Sydney Law experience.

my favourite thing about law school is: ross Anderson’s unicorn print 
tie.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Moved to the US and tried to be 
CJ Gregg.

if i could change something about law school it would be: 10% 
leeway on the essay word counts!

i will probably be remembered for:  My unhealthy obsession with 
basketball, Buffy and live music.

at law school i learned the most from: Professor of Constitutional Law, Solicitor of NSW and HCA, de facto 
life coach Peter Gerangelos.

the most important thing i got out of law school is:  The privilege of building a network with awe-
inspiringly wonderful, smart and talented people, all of whom I have the deepest respect.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: Many nights of sleep and many levels of eyesight.

after graduating the next step for me is:  Legal practice.

my biggest regret is:  This unshakable caffeine dependency.

what got me through law school was:  A little bit of common sense and the best family and friends. Ever.  

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: “I’m beyond tired. I’m beyond scared. I’m standing 
on the mouth of hell and it is gonna swallow me whole. And it’ll choke on me. We’re not ready? They’re not ready. They 
think we’re gonna wait for the end to come, like we always do. I’m done waiting. They want an apocalypse? Well, we’ll give 
‘em one. Anyone else who wants to run, do it now, ‘cause we just became an army.“

Let’s go get ‘em Class of 2012!  
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s o p h i e  b a r r o w

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is:  Using emoticons in lecture notes.

my favourite quote from law school is: ”Roadshow Films v iiNet: if you don’t know the facts by now, I worry for 
you.” - Helpful copyright notes from Siobhan Kennedy.

my favourite experience at law school was: That first beer after the end of each semester’s exams.

my favourite thing about law school is: The friends I’ve made in the past 5 years.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Studied architecture.  

i will probably be remembered for: Hopefully, having a pleasant conversation with you that one time.

 at law school i learned the most from: The wonderful lecturers who were passionate about the subject they 
taught.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  A few good nights out, but not too many.

after graduating the next step for me is:  To travel for a while, if only to delay my entry into the real world.

what got me through law school was:  My mum and boyfriend, who both copped the worst of my law exam 
stress. Thanks!

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: To always read the question and to never waste 
reading time. I hope real life is the same as law school - when faced with a difficult problem, we will be given 10 minutes 
to just sit, think and quietly panic.

s i m o n  b a u m e

my favourite quote from law school is: “despite the obvious risks of falling whilst playing near an open 
manhole, in fact, a combination of gases in the sewer caused a deadly conflagration which consumed the child. The 
manner of his injury was not reasonably foreseeable, but his loss was no less significant.”  - Paraphrased. Case name 
unknown, Torts and Contracts II.

my favourite experience at law school was: It never actually happened, but I think that witnessing a 
handshake between Ross Anderson and Peter Gerangelos would be pretty great.

my favourite thing about law school is: Macbook pros.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Found another way to satiate my hunger for justice. Like Finance.

if i could change something about law school it would be: The fact that there are lots of people who 
are significantly smarter than me.

i will probably be remembered for:  dance face.

at law school i learned the most from: Irene Baghoomians’s outbursts. The frequency with which she tore 
open her soul for our Legal profession class was as revealing as it was inappropriate.

the most important thing i got out of law school is:  The argumentative ability to upset people at dinner 
parties.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  My professional Frisbee career for singing, dancing and 
punning in the Law revue. The options were never particularly inspiring.

after graduating the next step for me is:  Sculpting an over-sized bust of Lord denning to give my bedroom 
better Feng Shui.

my biggest regret is:  Not asking more questions in class.

what got me through law school was:  Study parties.  
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m e l a n i e  b e c K t e l

my favourite quote from law school is: “This is the last case for the day 
because I am getting a bit bored” – A lecturer, on rights and liabilities for trustees. 

Followed by my second favourite quote: “Attention shoppers, welcome to Kmart.” – 
Kelly.

my favourite experience at law school was: Climbing the Himalayas.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: “If you don’t 
like reading, build a massive bridge and get over yourself. And hopefully that bridge 
leads to the library.” - A lecturer, in Introduction to property and Commercial Law.

a n n a  b e n n e t t

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Sitting in the exact same law library seat - at 
the top of the cone of diligence.

my favourite quote from law school is: “Man’s mind, stretched by a new idea, never goes back to its original 
dimensions.” - Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.

my favourite experience at law school was: Setting not one, but two fires at Law Ball 2011. I inadvertantly 
put my clutch on a tea light. Then, when I got up to tell someone about it, I threw my napkin onto a second tea light. Major 
battler.

my favourite thing about law school is: Long lunches on the law lawns - laughter, sunshine and cider.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Run for election to the US House of Representatives.

i will probably be remembered for: Live-updating my classes with humourous Facebook statuses.

at law school i learned the most from: professor John Stumbles. I don’t even read what subject he’s teaching 
before I enrol.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: Truly splendid friends. And fourteen university 
election t-shirts.

my biggest regret is: First to third year marks. Yikes.

what got me through law school was: Applying legal principles to Harry Potter situations. For example, at 
Gringotts, a back account isn’t merely a chose in action. And separation of powers is a serious problem: the Ministry of 
Magic is both legislative and executive, and many members of the Wizengamot are Ministry officials.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Any case where the parties have the same surname 
is sure to be a hoot.



27 28

m i c h e l l e  b l e w e t t

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is:  When I was a kid, I used to get great joy from 
arranging Faber-Castell connector pens in certain colour orders and shapes. I now do the same thing with the colourful 
sticky flags I use on legal documents and notes.

my favourite quote from law school is: “Wherever law ends, tyranny begins.” - John Locke.

my favourite experience at law school was: The Himalayan Field School in Nepal. There were numerous 
highlights on this trip, but the Melamchi Field Trip was simply incredible. A vivid memory was when we visited local 
Danawar and Tamang agricultural and fishing families in remote villages of Melamchi about a water supply project which 
would divert 250ML from their village to Kathmandu. I was incredibly moved by the abject poverty in which these families 
are living, and the lack of consultation about a project which will affect their very subsistence. An obviously malnourished 
young girl was chewing on a plastic bag during one of our interviews - an image that will always stay with me.

my favourite thing about law school is: Here you find future leaders and visionaries - people that have the 
potential to change the world.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: pursued music full-time.

if i could change something about law school it would be: Relieving the financial pressure on students 
to work excessive hours in jobs that will not advance their desired careers to pay the bills.

i will probably be remembered for:  My colourful taste in fashion.

at law school i learned the most from: Lecturers with a genuine passion for developing young minds and the 
subject matter they were teaching. Lecturers who were orators, who could explain things in a clear and structured manner. 
I also learned a great deal from conversations with fellow students.

the best class to sleep in has been: Mmmm sleep... zzzzzzzz. oh, sorry, what was the question?

after graduating the next step for me is:  Out the Great Hall, and into the real world.

my biggest regret is:  As Katy perry puts it, “No regrets, just love”.

what got me through law school was:  Faith, family and friends. Oh and caffeine.. . lots of caffeine.  

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: The law is not the answer to the world’s problems, 
and never will be. But it is a powerful tool that impacts people’s lives for better or worse - use it wisely.

c l a i r e  b u r K e

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Bringing 
warm socks to the library.

my favourite quote from law school is: Windeyer J, describing the 
Shell “oil-drop” man in a trademarks case: “I was invited by both parties to notice 
the expression of the man’s face, especially his upturned mouth, and to regard 
him as a cheerful person. The defendant said he was smug; the plaintiff, proud. I 
do not propose to speculate as to his emotions, beyond saying that he does seem 
comfortably satisfied.”

my favourite experience at law school was: realising the staff at 
Taste knew my name. My least favourite experience was realising that they knew 
everyone’s name.

my favourite thing about law school is: Happy friend times.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  probably studied Medicine. I had a 
quarter-life crisis two months before starting grad law, and nearly sat the GAMSAT. 

Then I realised that watching House wasn’t the same thing as wanting to be a doctor.

if i could change something about law school it would be: The library. It still baffles me that someone 
decided to tastefully scatter shelves (diagonally) through the library so as to only leave room for about 30 people to sit 
down.

at law school i learned the most from: Not sure who I learned the most from, but some lecturers were 
particularly great: Barbara “B-Mac” McDonald, Peter Gerangelos, Patricia Loughlan, David Rolph, Elisabeth Peden and 
rosemary Lyster.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: The chance to get involved with SULS (possibly more 
so than I intended) has been pretty great. Getting to know students and the faculty has been excellent, and gave me the 
chance to bulk-email thousands of people at once.

the best class to sleep in has been: I would like to apologise to any lecturer who has tried to teach me anything 
between 2pm, and 4pm. That seems to be my nap time. I promise, it’s not you, it’s me.

my biggest regret is: Not taking a class by professor John Stumbles.

what got me through law school was:  Friends. And the early acceptance that I’m not as smart as I thought I 
was. 

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: No matter how reasonable the assessment is, 
someone will always complain.
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J o s h u a  c h a l K l e y

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Getting 
to Officeworks at the stroke of midnight to bind exam notes that I will never look 
at again.

my favourite quote from law school is: Every lecturer: “So has anyone 
actually done the readings?”

Every student: (tries to avoid eye contact with lecturer).

my favourite experience at law school was: Having a beer (or ten) 
after 4th year exams. A lack of sleep, residual stress, and cheap alcohol are the best 
of friends.

my favourite thing about law school is: Sophie Barrow.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: More friends, my sanity, better 
eyesight and better handwriting.

if i could change something about law school it would be: The 
fixed air-con temperatures. Who knew that a shiny new building could be so uncomfortable?

i will probably be remembered for: Wearing suits to class during the 4th year clerkship circus season.

at law school i learned the most from: Greg Sherington. So many emails, so little time.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: A job.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: Sunlight.

the best class to sleep in has been: public Law, hands down. Second place would have to be any class with an 
8am start.

after graduating the next step for me is: The corporate (law) grind.

my biggest regret is: Buying textbooks.

what got me through law school was: Coffee and highlighters.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: That you’re allowed to take library books from other 
universities into open book exams.

e u g e n e  c h a n

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Being able to multi-task in lectures by surfing 
on the internet whilst simultaneously, typing all the relevant lecture material. Well. . . I think I got all the important stuff 
down.

my favourite quote from law school is: Lecturers saying that “this material is not examinable,” which is 
inevitably followed by a sigh of relief and silence from the lack of mad typing.

my favourite experience at law school was: Cool venues and free drinks at the end-of-semester law informals.

my favourite thing about law school is: The New Law Building and no longer needing to trek to the dingy 
dark dungeon, that is the old law school.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  probably been a travel blogger.

if i could change something about law school it would be: Getting political.. . the bell curve grading 
system.

i will probably be remembered for: Being one of the many Asians at law school.

at law school i learned the most from: Case headnotes and www.studentatlaw.com.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: As lame as this sounds, juggling my time.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  My (beauty) sleep.

the best class to sleep in has been: Never actually slept in class, but maybe jurisprudence?

after graduating the next step for me is: Travelling before selling myself to full-time work.

my biggest regret is: Not doing a law exchange and, maybe, not going to Law Camp in 1st year, but I have a valid 
excuse: I had my 18th on that Saturday.. . 28 March, for those so inclined to know when my birthday is.

what got me through law school was: Coffee and my friends.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: An open book exam means a closed book exam.
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a l l y  c h a p p e l l

my favourite quote from law school is: “Live the dream, BooM.” - Anthony Baine.

my favourite experience at law school was: Celebrating Forte at Kuletos until the early hours.

if i could change something about law school it would be: To ban post-exam chat, to eliminate ibises 
from campus and to add an extra coffee machine to Taste cafe.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: The realisation that people always have the capacity 
to surprise you, and usually in a good way.

my biggest regret is: Having my 19th birthday drinks at Maloneys.

what got me through law school was: My remarkable group of friends. Thank you to all of you, you all know 
who you are. Thank you for sitting under desks with me, for ladies’ tennis and for sharing notes. Thank you for listening 
to my rambles, for picking me up when I was down and for joining my celebrations when I was up. Thank you for your 
constant support. Thank you for making me laugh and smile every day. You are all brilliant, shiny people and I can’t wait 
to see what you all offer up to the world.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: That when people tell you that it can’t be done, it 
usually can. So do it anyway.

l o u i s e  c o n g  c h e n

my favourite thing about law school is: The amazing people I’ve met.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Graduated two years earlier.

if i could change something about law school it would be: The deteriorating yet New Law Building.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: The ability to write convoluted sentences that 
confuse people.

the best class to sleep in has been: Public Law, Administrative Law and Federal Constitutional Law.

after graduating the next step for me is: Working and travelling.

what got me through law school was: Coffee, red Bull, Law School Memes and my amazing friends.
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p h i e b y  c h e n

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Wasting 
too much time thinking about the most time efficient way to do something.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: done something more interesting 
(but probably less realistic) with my life - like pursue a career in design.

at law school i learned the most from: The lecturers who are passionate, 
humorous and above all, kind. The wise words of Professor Peter Gerangelos and 
the storytelling of ross Anderson come to mind.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: phieby Chen 
(LLB).

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: Five loooooooong 
years.

the best class to sleep in has been: Any class from 4-6pm is a challenge.

after graduating the next step for me is: To get out of here and see 
more of this world!

what got me through law school was: The support of my family and friends, as a given. But also an understanding 
that life exists beyond marks and this law school.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: To question everything.

s e h w a n  ‘ d a n n y ’  c h e o n

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is:  Forming 
a timeline through my head whenever the slightest conflict is about to arise. 

my favourite quote from law school is:  ”I have no problem with 
marriage. In fact, I love the concept - that’s why I’ve been married so many times.” 
-  Anonymous Lecturer (so to speak).

“Well, I know this is a tough concept to grasp, but if you guys didn’t want it tough, 
you should have gone to Macquarie or UTS.”  - one proud Sydney Uni staff member.

my favourite experience at law school was: Numerous occasions of 
awkwardness when I see evidence that my personality and habits are changing (for 
both better and worse) due to the countless fact scenarios that are now embedded 
in my brain and bones.

my favourite thing about law school is: Some of the smartest people 
have the wackiest characters. And I love that.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Had a Ph.D in English (with more 
than a few fingers crossed), but may have had to deal with as much reading anyway.

if i could change something about law school it would be: A recommended “road map” at the beginning 
of law school, which suggests the competitions, part-time jobs, and other various extra-curricular life components that 
one may ‘decorate’ their ‘law school career’ with.

at law school i learned the most from: Lecturers who talked about content that is irrelevant to their subject 
per se.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: New habits may annoy some people but they carry 
the day at times.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: The latter years of my ‘youth’.

the best class to sleep in has been: None really; legal academics seem to have developed a hawk-eye as keen 
as most of their tongues.

after graduating the next step for me is: Starting out my ‘career’ in a boutique firm.

my biggest regret is: Not getting involved in more competitions early on.

what got me through law school was: Strong, persistent family support, valuable friends who don’t judge, and 
the comforting knowledge that I wasn’t the only one in hell.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: “Everything in life is only for now - so let life roll 
off your back.” - These delightfully wise words from ‘Avenue Q’ could never be more true & useful as I prepare to join a 
world not protected by ‘uni walls’.
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J e r e m y  c h e w

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Reading. Who does that these days.

my favourite thing about law school is: The conspicuous absence of lions. And master storytellers peter 
Gerangelos and Ross Anderson.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Failed.

if i could change something about law school it would be: The lack of giraffes.

i will probably be remembered for: My voice, apparently.

at law school i learned the most from: My friends. Occasionally my lecturers. Also, Wikipedia, you beautiful 
thing.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: A degree, fingers crossed.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: Various farm animals.

the best class to sleep in has been: public Law. Even now the thought of it makes me feel like sleeping.

after graduating the next step for me is: probably using my right foot.

my biggest regret is: right now? Not being able to think of a better answer. Irony!

what got me through law school was: My ability to closely and consistently pay attention in class. And keeping 
sane through my various distractions.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: That I write best in a state of delirium at around 
3:30am in the middle of an all-nighter.

d o m e n i c  c u c i n o t t a

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Using 
only yellow highlighters.

my favourite quote from law school is: “. . .of course, Sir Garfield Barwick 
had much personal tragedy.. . His son failed contracts twice.” 

And, “Let’s go to Taste.”

my favourite experience at law school was: doing the Vis Moot in 
2010/11.

my favourite thing about law school is: Greg Sherington.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Taken up the contract offer from 
Manchester United FC.

if i could change something about law school it would be: The 
jurisprudence requirement. It should be at least 24 credit points.

i will probably be remembered for: Being ‘that mooting guy’.

at law school i learned the most from: other people’s notes.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: The ability to use estoppel as both a sword, and a 
shield.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  Friends, family and religion. The three demons you must 
slay to succeed in business.

the best class to sleep in has been: Independent research project.

after graduating the next step for me is: Starting work at King & Wood Mallesons.

my biggest regret is: Not spending more time at Taste.

what got me through law school was: Fear.. . and Taste.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Timeo danaos et dona ferentes.
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J a r e d  e l l s m o r e  

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is:  A phobia 
of catching a ferry, changing my mind, and not being allowed to go back.

my favourite quote from law school is: “This is non-examinable.” And 
my least favourite: “By the way, there is a new act coming in next year replacing 
most of this course.”

my favourite thing about law school is: Meeting so many bright, 
talented and motivated people, and watching them grow, freak-out about exams, 
and become amazing friends.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Maintained a social life.

if i could change something about law school it would be: Those 
damn deceptive glass doors.

i will probably be remembered for:  Being the only person to ask almost 
as many questions as the mature age student.

at law school i learned the most from: My 5th year electives, where you can combine your passions with your 
studies after the 4th year horrors of old system title.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: Employability, cynicism, an inability to ever view 
anything as ‘simple’ again. I have found that it’s not the content, but the type of reasoning and thinking that matters most.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  Sleep and bright-eyed idealism.

the best class to sleep in has been: Administrative Law. Tribunal this, tribunal that, blah blah blah.

after graduating the next step for me is:  In the direction of the nearest pub, for a nice cold snail-free ginger 
beer! oh, and legitimately using the phrase, “Lawyered!”

my biggest regret is:  The Legal profession classes, as well as having to learn copious amounts of detail about old 
system land title arrangements.

what got me through law school was:  I would like to thank my friends and family, Tetley’s Tea, and the 
inventors of Wikipedia and Austlii.  

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Fighting injustice is not a choice, it is a duty’. Oh 
and that you feel a whole lot better if you treat ALL readings as ‘optional’.

m i c h a e l  f a l K

my favourite quote from law school is: Chewbacca: “Man, I just got 
back from a smuggling run through the Corellian asteroid belt. It was a total 
disaster. First, we were boarded by stromtroopers. Second, we were consumed by a 
giant meteor-dwelling space worm. And third, I forgot my shampoo, so I was soooo 
sweaty and itchy all over the whole time!”

Some guy: “Wookie error.”

my favourite experience at law school was: Law revue 2009.

my favourite thing about law school is: Using the Australian Guide to 
Legal Citation.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Known true happiness.

if i could change something about law school it would be: The 
sewerage. I would change it so it keeps the sewage in the sewer.

i will probably be remembered for:  My limbs, my hair and my laugh.

at law school i learned the most from: The Australian Guide to Legal Citation.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: A copy of the Australian Guide to Legal Citation.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  Many cows, lambs, and goats to the vengeful gods.

the best class to sleep in has been: The bourgeoisie.

after graduating the next step for me is: Graduate school in English Literature.

my biggest regret is: The great law school coach fiasco of 2010. Never again.

what got me through law school was:  doing the readings beforehand, going to every class, actively 
participating, revising the content during stuvac, not fretting about exams, and then acing all my subjects.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: How ‘Tabula In Naufragio’ applies to old system 
land.
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c l a r e  f o r r e s t e r

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is:  Being 
able to answer questions on cases I have never read. I’ve also grown to profusely 
overuse semi-colons and hyphens, always last-minute word count saviours!

my favourite experience at law school was: I would imagine walking 
out of that last exam will definitely be the best experience.

my favourite thing about law school is: The three month summer 
breaks.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Studied medicine.

if i could change something about law school it would be: 
Closed-book exams - not sure why someone would think a closed book Corps Law 
exam was a good idea!

i will probably be remembered for:  pitiful class attendance.

at law school i learned the most from: Jamie Glister - I attended every 
class whenever he was the lecturer, so that’s saying something.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: Some amazing friends.. .  And a new-found appreciation 
for anyone who practises law!

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  My sanity every StuVac.

the best class to sleep in has been: I imagine Legal profession would have been if I attended.

after graduating the next step for me is:  Starting a grad position at Merrill Lynch.

my biggest regret is:  Voluntarily choosing Competitions Law in my last ever semester of uni.

what got me through law school was:  An exorbitant amount of coffee, and wanting to finish what I had 
started. 

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Never be a lawyer!

l a u r a  g a v a n

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Having 
a Berocca before every exam.

my favourite quote from law school is: “In summing up, it’s the 
Constitution, it’s Mabo, it’s justice, it’s law, it’s the vibe and … no that’s it, it’s the vibe. 
I rest my case.”  - dennis denuto, The Castle.

my favourite experience at law school was: First year Law Camp, Law 
Balls and meeting lifelong friends.

my favourite thing about law school is: Long lunches in the sun and 
chatting in class breaks.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Become a journalist.

if i could change something about law school it would be: More 
parking spaces!

i will probably be remembered for:  Being an ipad pioneer.

at law school i learned the most from: Professor Peter Gerangelos in Federal Constitutional Law.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: Wonderful memories with kind, intelligent and 
hilarious people!

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  Time at the beach.

the best class to sleep in has been: The Legal Profession. Otherwise, ask Frank Jin.

after graduating the next step for me is: Travel, then starting as a grad at a law firm.

my biggest regret is: don’t have one!

what got me through law school was:  My amazing friends and May Samali’s notes.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Never underestimate the power of Google as a 
research tool.
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t r e n t  g a y

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is:  I now hate reading anything. I routinely use 
three full stops to indicate a pause.. . I now use only single quotation marks, I can’t even figure out what double quotation 
marks are for anymore.

my favourite quote from law school is: When speaking with a lecturer writing a finals moot question - Me: “I 
don’t think they’ve studied that part of law yet.” Lecturer: “Aww, they’ll be alright.”

my favourite experience at law school was: Meeting some great people (you know who you are). Meeting 
a crazy awesome person who asks inappropriate questions at the most inappropriate times (we all know who he is). 
Mooting was a blast aswell.

my favourite thing about law school is: LT106. A great year spent there, really great atmoshpere having the 
same people for every class in the first year.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: done the same thing I do every night . . . Try to take over the world!

if i could change something about law school it would be: To swap buildings with the Medical Faculty.

i will probably be remembered for:  Asking questions, constantly and with wierd ‘what if’ scenarios.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: Great memories. In final year I sometimes catch 
myself forgeting how amazing this place is. The campus is beautiful, the lecturers are amazing and many literally wrote 
the book on the classes they teach. Most are qualified to be on Q&A and probably have been. We get actual Supreme 
Court and former High Court Judges for our internal moot competitions. It really is an amazing place, I have savoured 
every moment of it.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  Sleep. Knowing what shows are on TV. Knowing who the 
Prime Minister of Great Britain is.

after graduating the next step for me is:  To take over the world and bring it under my iron fist. Really, law 
school has just been a delaying action for my plans at global domination.

my biggest regret is:  Not savouring the experience enough the last two semesters. First year I would walk through 
the park to get to uni, and walk around the campus at night after class, it was amazing being here. Now I seem to just rush 
from class to class without taking it all in.

what got me through law school was:  Having great friends I could depend on. You really were marvelous, I 
love knowing you all.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: To keep getting back on the horse, and I can always 
pull through in the end.

a l l e g r a  g e l l e r

my favourite quote from law school is: “Blackstone is dead. Listen to 
me.”

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  Time, money, the 
luxuries of North American living, sleep, three Coachella Festivals, hometown 
Olympic Games, and my mid-twenties.

my biggest regret is: Believing law school would take an eternity.

what got me through law school was:  Mum, dad, and dani, who are 
the most supportive, tolerant, wonderful individuals I could have ever dreamed of 
having in my life. I love you all more than you’ll ever know. I could not have done 
this without your trans-Pacific encouragement, compassion, and occasional threats. 

And, my incredible friends, who are the craziest, brightest, most unique and inspiring 
group of women I’ve ever met. Each one of us is phenomenal, so we probably could 
have survived law school without each other…but it wouldn’t have been nearly as 
much fun! You’re all going to do amazing things in your lives, and I can’t wait to 

cheer you on. 

Also, a special thank you to the lovely staff at Luxe Cafe, for consistently serving up the best soy chai latte in the city, and 
to the hardworking brainiacs and lifesavers at the Apple Genius Bar on George Street.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Great friendships can indeed be built upon a 
mutual hatred of something. 
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m a r i e  g e r m a

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is:  The 
need to highlight everything I read, including newspapers and magazines.

my favourite quote from law school is: “It’s a matter of construction.”

my favourite experience at law school was: Attending a conference 
presided by Ban Ki Moon.

my favourite thing about law school is: Chester Brown. I hope he sees 
this.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Taken France’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs exam and missed out on a wonderful experience in Sydney.

if i could change something about law school it would be: To 
stop scheduling classes in the basement of the law building!

i will probably be remembered for:  Being the only french student in 
the entire law faculty and for signing up for almost every running event in Sydney.

at law school i learned the most from: debating with my peers in between classes.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: A great education and a highly respected degree.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  Time with family members, celebrations with friends, and 
many other things, yet it was all worth it.

the best class to sleep in has been: Legal profession.

after graduating the next step for me is:  Running for the 2037 French Presidential elections.

my biggest regret is:  No regrets!

what got me through law school was:  Friends, Wikipedia, eating croissants at Black Star Pastry, the Dendy 
movie theater, SULS events, running triathlons and marathons as well as finally knowing that a semester is only comprised 
of 14 weeks. 

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: How to think critically, the importance of logical 
arguments but mainly to trust my own judgment and point of view.

i s a b e l l e  g u y o t

my favourite experience at law school was: First year Law Camp and 
the yearly Law Ball.

my favourite thing about law school is: The people.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Studied more ancient history.

if i could change something about law school it would be: To 
stop having classes in the old law school buildings.

i will probably be remembered for:  Being that girl who always left her 
viola at the front of the classroom.

at law school i learned the most from: Greg Sherington. A very close 
second to professor John Stumbles.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: The ability to 
type quickly, and skim read.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  Exercise and sanity.

the best class to sleep in has been: Corps.

after graduating the next step for me is: Travel and then the ‘real’ world.

my biggest regret is: Never seeing a moot.

what got me through law school was:  Friends, tea and chocolate.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: To enjoy university life and not live in the library!
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c a p u c i n e  h a g u e

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is:  Saying “I concur”. Is this quirky? perhaps the 
quirkiest habit I’ve developed at law school is a skewed view of reality in which use of legal language in everyday life is, 
like, totally edgy.

my favourite quote from law school is: “Surprising, given the alcohol intake of most barristers I know.” - The 
perhaps shockingly honest Legal profession lecturer’s response to everything.

my favourite experience at law school was: From Law Camp, when I saw my first pelican in the wild, to final 
year lunches on the law lawns, plotting far-fetched escape plans from the reality we find ourselves hurtling towards, it’s 
all been a blast, and I’ve met some of the best and most interesting people I know here.

my favourite thing about law school is: Jogging in my Sydney Law sweater. But actually, the people.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: potentially still not be unable to name the states of Australia. 

if i could change something about law school it would be: The amount of time it takes to mark a mid-
sem.

i will probably be remembered for:  Being that brown-haired girl with a suspiciously disappearing New Zealand 
accent who likes talking about art and has a name that sounds like a type of coffee. Looking at the name on the lid could 
be misleading.

at law school i learned the most from: The responses of other law students.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: An obscene proportion of my total net worth on Taste 
products. 

the best class to sleep in has been: public law. It’s unclear what that subject was about.

after graduating the next step for me is:  In the interests of optimism, it involves New York and prosecuting 
art thieves.

what got me through law school was:  Coffee and hip-hop.  

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Cutting of hair without permission is grounds for 
a tort claim. 

a n d r e w  h a y e s

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: How to 
Wikipedia the answers to lecturer’s questions to avoid the awkward silence when 
everyone (else) knows the answer but no-one says anything.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Studied psychology. people are way 
more interesting than laws!

if i could change something about law school it would be: To 
Add more lecturers who know how to educate well.

i will probably be remembered for:  Being the guy that left his skateboard 
on the staircase every class.

at law school i learned the most from: Federal Constitutional Law... 
because Peter Gerangelos was passionate about his students.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: Touch typing.

the best class to sleep in has been: Administrative Law.

after graduating the next step for me is: Hopefully working for my church!

my biggest regret is: Trying to get through with minimal effort, rather than making the most of it and really 
learning a lot.

what got me through law school was:  Up and Go.
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K a t  h e a t h

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: 
Responding to ‘Kafleen’ or ‘Kaf’.

my favourite quote from law school is: pretty much all of Julia Baine’s 
Final Year Dinner speech.

my favourite experience at law school was: Too many to choose from! 
In no particular order: Final Year Dinner; Pat’s legendary birthday party; ‘Ladies 
Tennis’; winning a SULS election with a team of people I love and respect; drinks 
at the ‘Cha’; delirious dinners with my Jessup team; road-tripping to Canberra with 
Angus; beers at Taste; late night study sessions (weird, I know); hiding under a table 
with Ally and Julia when life just got too tough! 

my favourite thing about law school is: The people, without a doubt. 
It has been a privilege studying with all of you! And in particular, those of you who 
I am lucky enough to call my best friends - you know who you are!

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Studied veterinary science or 
become Ryan Gosling.

if i could change something about law school it would be: re-upholstering the couches.

at law school i learned the most from: My lecturers - all my friends know that, for me, Law School has been 
a series of intellectual crushes. I could not have had a better run with impressive and caring teachers, and I hope that I 
get a chance to thank them all!

And also J-Bucks, for our long, conceptual and often useless discussions about resulting trusts.

i s a b e l l e  h o

my favourite quote from law school is: “If you’re doing law you obviously like reading. Law readings in 
particular. And if you don’t like readings, well, build a bridge and hope it leads to the library.” - Cameron Stewart.

my favourite experience at law school was: Somehow managing to go on Law Camp twice without going in 
my first year (groupie much).

my favourite thing about law school is: Sports.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Not bought a Macbook.

if i could change something about law school it would be: DriFit sports uniforms, not the cotton ones. 
Not good on a hot day.

i will probably be remembered for:  Being Josh Himbury’s mate.

at law school i learned the most from: Wikipedia.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  A healthy coffee fix.

the best class to sleep in has been: Administrative Law at 8am.

after graduating the next step for me is:  Travelling.

what got me through law school was:  A parking permit (until 2010) and then, those Jd kids that live in my 
suburb and are now nice enough to give me lifts home.  

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: 5 years is actually a long time.
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s h u n - m i n g  h o

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: The tendency to argue with people, about 
anything.

my favourite quote from law school is: “Words are only pictures of ideas on paper.” - Willmott CJ.

my favourite experience at law school was: Hearing about all the celebrity scandals in Media Law.

my favourite thing about law school is: The reading weeks. Wouldn’t survive without them.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Already been in a job with a good income and a house by now!

if i could change something about law school it would be: Actually putting law classes in the law 
building - and not in old Teacher’s College, Quad, or Carslaw.

i will probably be remembered for:  Not much. I was never an active participant in class.

at law school i learned the most from: ross Anderson - he is amazing!

the most important thing i got out of law school is: The ability to retort just, quick and cheaply.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  Sleep, youth and health. on the upside my social life seems 
to have survived.

the best class to sleep in has been: public Law.

after graduating the next step for me is: To explore the world outside of Sydney Uni.

my biggest regret is: don’t have any. Everything happens for a reason.

what got me through law school was:  Friends and online notes.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Just, quick and cheap.

a n n  h u a n g

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is:  I see 
TMs and patents everywhere!

my favourite quote from law school is: “And the moral of the story is - 
don’t stick firecrackers up your ass.” - David Rolph.

my favourite thing about law school is: The Law School.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Never have become addicted to 
Coffee!

if i could change something about law school it would be: To 
limit seminar rooms to law classes so that we don’t have most of our classes in 
Carslaw, etc.

i will probably be remembered for:  Being the quiet Asian midget, who 
occasionally goes on extreme highs due to the consumption of coffee.

at law school i learned the most from: our beloved case law and 
legislation.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: The ‘Law’ degree.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  $1,800 per subject.

the best class to sleep in has been: 4-6pm classes. 

after graduating the next step for me is:  To get a life.

my biggest regret is:  Not getting myself acquainted with more of our learned cohort.

what got me through law school was:  Friends, coffee and Centrelink.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: To be or not to be, that is the question.
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h a n n a h  i n n e s

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: 
Frequently answering my phone in a hushed voice, with my friends then asking 
whether I’m in the library.

my favourite quote from law school is: “rhubarb, rhubarb, rhubarb.” - 
Michael Skinner, Corporations Law.

my favourite experience at law school was: The annual Law Ball. 
Beautiful locations, great friends and creative themes. Always a highlight!

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Had the opportunity to take classes 
in buildings above ground level. But I hear that’s overrated anyway.

if i could change something about law school it would be: 
Removing all non-law students from the law library. Harsh, but necessary.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: Wonderful 
friendships!

the best class to sleep in has been: International and Comparative Jurisprudence.

my biggest regret is: Not going on a law exchange!

what got me through law school was:  My friends, boyfriend, family and my Mac laptop. Having a Mac is a sure 
sign you’re going to fit in.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: To try everything, because you never know what 
you will enjoy or be good at.

i s h a n i  J a y a w e e r a

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is:  Trying 
to be as minimalistic as possible with words.

my favourite quote from law school is: “The word is ‘judgment’ NoT 
‘judgement’” - general comments on the first year case analysis assignment. 

my favourite experience at law school was: First year Law Camp and 
the informals.

my favourite thing about law school is: The library and the law lawns.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Gone into industrial chemistry.

if i could change something about law school it would be: To 
create more study areas in the library!

i will probably be remembered for:  Getting too drunk at law informals.

at law school i learned the most from: Going to class.

the best class to sleep in has been: The Legal profession.

after graduating the next step for me is:  Moving to Canberra to work in-house for the Government.

what got me through law school was:  Having great friends to discuss assignments with and share notes with.
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l y d i a  J e b a K u m a r

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Thinking in double negatives and confusing 
myself.

my favourite quote from law school is: “We do not giggle at law school.. .law school is not the place for 
giggling.. .” - International Law professor.

my favourite experience at law school was: Embarking on a ‘45 minute trek’ to the top of a hill to deliver 
books to a school in Nepal.. . and arriving there more than three hours later.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Written a thesis on an obscure topic in a foreign language and lived 
happily ever after. Also, I probably would never have understood Law School Memes.

if i could change something about law school it would be: 100% closed book exams. They should be 
banished forthwith.

i will probably be remembered for:  Being unmemorable.

at law school i learned the most from: other people.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: A degree, I hope.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  My soul.

the best class to sleep in has been: The class in which I was read the real property Act in a soothing tone.

after graduating the next step for me is: To infinity and beyond! Or Centrelink, maybe.

my biggest regret is: Je ne regrette rien?

what got me through law school was:  Macarons, friends, rumpole, family, polar bears, lemons, accents, coffee 
and reading High Court Judgments but pretending I am actually reading the judgments of the Wizengamot.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Judgement is sometimes spelled judgment.

f r a n K  J i n

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is:  A need 
to read, re-read and re-re-read (and repeat) an assignment before submitting it.

my favourite experience at law school was: Basking in the sun, on the 
beach at First Year Law Camp.

my favourite thing about law school is: Here you find future leaders 
and visionaries - people that have the potential to change the world.

i will probably be remembered for:  Being extremely photogenic. Just 
kidding. I’m a law student.

at law school i learned the most from: The intense cramming two days 
out from an exam.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  My health. The side 
effects of my 6-pack a day red Bull habit remains to be seen.

the best class to sleep in has been: Competition Law. Sorry but after a 
Thai lunch, all you can do is sleep...

after graduating the next step for me is:  To see the world.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Avoid a bell curve wherever possible.
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a n d r e w  J o h n s t o n

my favourite quote from law school is: “The beauty of damages is that the court doesn’t care how you spend 
your money. If you want to spend it on crack and hookers you can.” - david rolph.

my favourite experience at law school was: Sydney Law revue 2009  and 2010 - tonnes of fun with a great 
bunch of people.

my favourite thing about law school is: The abundance of power points and wifi. The former to charge my 
computer before class the latter to get me through the dull moments in said class.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Gone to film school. Had I done this, I’m sure I’d be living in a crack den 
in LA right now, trying to ‘make it’.

if i could change something about law school it would be: The lack of space to study in the Lawbry, 
the bathrooms (truly gross) and the Taste line (although apparently, as with everything else in life, there’s an app for that).

at law school i learned the most from: The brilliantly diverse students I studied with. As much as you were a 
constant reminder of my own intellectual, physical and creative limits you taught me the importance of being a balanced 
person with interests and experiences outside the law. I’m sure this will come in handy in five years where I’m drafting a 
contract at midnight in an office somewhere.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: A bunch of ambitious, talented, interesting and 
(surprising to non-law students) funny friends.

after graduating the next step for me is: As much travel as possible before starting my corporate law career 
in Sydney.

my biggest regret is: Never mooting! I feel like this is the quintessential law school experience.

what got me through law school was:  A great group of friends and Sydney Law revue which was literally the 
comic relief when it all seemed too stressful.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: With hard work, anything is possible.

d i m i t r i  K a l i s

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is:  Blanking friends on Eastern Avenue. Years of 
staring at textbooks and computer screens have weathered my eyes.

my favourite quote from law school is: “I usually charge hundreds of dollars an hour for my time .. . so you’re 
all very lucky.” - M. Leeming.

my favourite experience at law school was: Getting tangled up with Laura Schultz, Sophie Barrow and 
Andrew Johnston on the beach at Law Camp. That moment really meant something to me.

my favourite thing about law school is: That hour between 1pm and 2:pm that you have free in an otherwise 
jam-packed day (because you only want to come in on Mondays and Wednesdays) when you can pass out out the lawns 
in the company of good friends.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Had fewer friends and a brown hue that comes with not locking yourself 
in a bedroom and/or library and/or office.

if i could change something about law school it would be: The lecturers. Man, some of them need a 
serious makeover.

i will probably be remembered for:  Being the winner at twister at Law Camp. does anybody still remember 
that?

at law school i learned the most from: Peter Gerangelos. He truly is the font of all knowledge. Ask him 
anything about life, love or politics and he will no doubt have something to say that will change your life for the better.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: The ability to help people and/or make money.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  My eyesight (as referenced above). We parted ways many 
years ago.

the best class to sleep in has been: public Law and Administrative Law. That s**t was real boring.

after graduating the next step for me is:  Catching some sun and being a bum for a bit before doing 
something that makes me happy.

my biggest regret is:  Not making more friends in the year above. I foolishly missed out on so many sets of notes.

what got me through law school was:  The knowledge that once you wrench that piece of paper out of the 
dean’s hand on graduation day no one can take it away from you! At least I think no one can take it away from you.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Just keep going.
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w i l l i a m  K a l y K

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Beanies.

my favourite quote from law school is: “do you have access?”

my favourite experience at law school was: Criminal Law with Big Bite’s Andrew dyer.

my favourite thing about law school is: All the friends I had during elections.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  3 extra years.

if i could change something about law school it would be: Jurisprudence.

i will probably be remembered for:  participation.

at law school i learned the most from: Anderson. Stumbles. offen J.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: Centrelink.

after graduating the next step for me is: NYC.

my biggest regret is: Theories of law.

what got me through law school was:  My friends - George Michael Bluth, Lucille Bluth, Tobias Funke, Liz 
Lemon, Jack donaghy and Jenna Maroney.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: I’m no longer eligible for jury service.

s i o b h a n  K e n n e d y

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is:  Colour- 
coded highlighting. I am aggressively protective of my green highlighters - they 
always run out first, but unlike yellow can’t be bought in bulk.

my favourite quote from law school is: Either “You are baby lawyers, 
and my knowledge is the breast milk that will nurture you and help you grow.” - 
Massively paraphrased from Peter Gerangelos.

And “Wait, you mean some people actually read cases that weren’t prescribed?” - 
She shall remain nameless.

my favourite experience at law school was: Summer lunch times on 
the lawns.

my favourite thing about law school is: Sophie Barrow.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: probably studied straight Arts - so 
no idea.

if i could change something about law school it would be: A law student only section in the law library. 
the competition for desks can get ridiculous.

i will probably be remembered for:  My devotion to the library and/or the daily Mail.

at law school i learned the most from: Lecturers who had a genuine interest in teaching, and weren’t just in 
front of the class because it was a condition of their employment contract.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: The people i have met (awww).

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  The ability to function without a ready supply of caffeine 
and the right colour highlighters.

the best class to sleep in has been: I would never! 

after graduating the next step for me is:  Watch this space.

my biggest regret is:  douglas Thompson suggested “studying too much”. I say there’s no such thing.

what got me through law school was:  V (brand spruik).

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: There must be a connection between an easement 
and the enjoyment and occupation of the dominant tenement. In other words, the easement must confer a benefit upon 
the dominant tenement. The dominant and servient tenement need not be physically contiguous, but they must be close 
enough for the right claimed to accommodate the dominant tenement in fact.
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a l e x a n d r a  K i n g

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Skipping 
breakfast to get to a class. And avoiding the law library at all costs.

my favourite quote from law school is: “You can borrow my notes.”

my favourite experience at law school was: Law Ball!

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Been in Egypt on an archaeological 
dig.

if i could change something about law school it would be: 9am 
lectures.  And trekking to phillip Street even though we have a shiny new law 
building.

i will probably be remembered for:  My growling stomach during class!

at law school i learned the most from: The High Court and Justice 
olson.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: An amazing 
group of friends and a degree that gives me a deeper insight into human nature and the way the world operates.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  reading novels, except during the holidays.

after graduating the next step for me is: The Real World.

my biggest regret is: Not taking part in Law revue.

what got me through law school was:  Supportive family, supportive friends, and V before exams!

m a t t h e w  K i r K w o o d

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is:  A step-
by-step exam day ritual. right down to the soundtrack that is played on the way 
to Uni.

my favourite quote from law school is: “Shit chattel.”

my favourite experience at law school was: Too many to mention. 
Camp. Interfac. Intervarsity. rugby tour. road trip. SULS events.

my favourite thing about law school is: The people.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Been a carpenter. Actually.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: Great memories 
and better friends.

the best class to sleep in has been: All of the above.

after graduating the next step for me is:  To figure out what to do 
after graduating. And travel. perhaps both at the same time.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: The value of preparation. And confidence. And the 
fact that ‘open-book’ does not mean ‘don’t bother studying’.
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r u t h a n n a  K l a w a n s K y

my favourite experience at law school was: Going to Nepal on a 
Human Rights and Development course

my favourite thing about law school is: Getting a great lecturer - it 
really makes a subject! Seeing friends and being able to enjoy the campus and 
student life with them. putting down your pen at the end of an exam session at the 
end of a semester- especially in summer

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Studied medicine.

i will probably be remembered for:  Being the South African girl with 
the accent who rarely arrives to class on time.

at law school i learned the most from: Without a doubt, my peers, and 
Wikipedia!

the most important thing i got out of law school is: The realisation 
that there is a solution to every problem, quandary, dilemma - the path to get there 
might be obscure, but one always exists.

the best class to sleep in has been: The Legal profession - the irony!

what got me through law school was:  Coffee! Great friends, a fantastic university environment and interesting 
people to engage with. The possibility that every new day might bring better time-management skills, less procrastination 
and more sleep.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: That I can write a congruent 8000 words in 48 
hours. How to type with all ten fingers rather than just two. That it is possible to find many interests (maybe even passions) 
in the most unexpected of places.

r a m y a  K r i s h n a n

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is:  disliking 
the asterisk. It means one thing, more compulsory reading.

my favourite quote from law school is: Four words: “This is not 
examinable.”

my favourite experience at law school was: Being on the Vis Moot 
team (except when I realised I was the only person on the team who liked tofu).

my favourite thing about law school is: Mooting, I’m not even kidding.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: opened a bookshop (think Black 
Books) or studied opera seriously.

if i could change something about law school it would be: 
Introducing an alternative to Taste Baguette in the Law School. I’ve had more 
baguettes than any human should have to endure in two lifetimes.

i will probably be remembered for:  Taking on more moots a semester 
than is sensible.

at law school i learned the most from: Gerangelos (the guy is a legend).

the most important thing i got out of law school is: The ability to solve complex problems, like how do I 
finish writing 5000 words in one night or how do I get through three months of readings in two days and such.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  My sanity. Many, many times.

the best class to sleep in has been: roman Law.

after graduating the next step for me is:  Working out if and how I can use the law to do some good.

my biggest regret is:  The amount of time I spent combing through essays to delete those last hundred words to 
stay within the word count.

what got me through law school was:  Being able to pull all-nighters in the company of my best friend on 
Skype.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: The law does not equal Boston Legal (but I still 
think it’s pretty sexy).
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t u n a  K u t s a l

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Having 
the urge to sit near power points.

my favourite quote from law school is: pepsi Maximus.

my favourite experience at law school was: Creating the first ever law 
school boy band - ‘one objection’.

my favourite thing about law school is: You get to delay making a 
decision about where your life is going for five years.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Become a pro athlete.

if i could change something about law school it would be: To 
either make it more like Legally Blonde or at least to advertise upfront that it isn’t 
supposed to be like Legally Blonde.

i will probably be remembered for: Being the girl who gets to skip the 
line at Uni Brothers Kebabs.

at law school i learned the most from: The lyrics of Blue’s  ‘All rise’.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: Being able to finally watch Judge Judy and follow 
the intricate workings of litigation.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: My pet Tamagotchi. I simply couldn’t manage both. r.I.p 
Miss Jiggles.

the best class to sleep in has been: The Legal profession - I rest my case and eyes.

after graduating the next step for me is: putting my knowledge of Contract Law to good use on deal or No 
deal.

my biggest regret is: Going to class with an upset stomach. Talk about Donapoo v Stinkyson...That’s what I call the 
Magna Farta.. .I can tell you where the Burden of Poo lay that day my friends.

what got me through law school was: The hope that one day, with the power that comes with a law degree, I 
could campaign to bring back the KFC double-down.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Never shop on an empty stomach.

e l i z a b e t h  l e u n g

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Highlighting whole pages in books.

my favourite thing about law school is: The baguettes.

i will probably be remembered for: Being little and being able to eat meatboxes the size of my head.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: Sleep!

my biggest regret is: picking an Economics subject as an Arts student and then only doing as much reading as an 
Arts student would.

what got me through law school was: My friends!
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d a v i d  l e w i s

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Checking whether contracts I sign contain 
unenforceable penalties.

my favourite quote from law school is: “This part is not examinable.”

my favourite experience at law school was: Finishing any set of exams.

my favourite thing about law school is: Free boiling water next to the pool of reflection.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Finished uni earlier.

if i could change something about law school it would be: redesign the library - more space and some 
sunlight!

i will probably be remembered for: Talking too much.

at law school i learned the most from: Lecturers going off on wild tangents.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: Friendships.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: Sleep.

the best class to sleep in has been: Evidence.

after graduating the next step for me is: Tipstaff.

my biggest regret is: Not spending enough time outside.

what got me through law school was: My friends. And Earl Grey tea.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: read the contract before you sign it.

J o a n n a  l i n g

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: A nocturnal sleep pattern.

my favourite quote from law school is: “Students, ‘with respect’ means ‘you’re wrong’, ‘with the greatest 
respect’ means ‘I think you’re a complete tool’ and  ‘with the greatest possible respect’ means ‘I suspect you can’t tie your 
shoelaces in the morning’.” - Kimberlee Weatherall.

my favourite thing about law school is: My cohort.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Been a musician.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: A law degree.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: A lot of sleep and a little bit of my sanity.

what got me through law school was: Caffeine, Casebase, friends and family.
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m i m i  l u

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: related 
to the observation that at common law, a reasonable woman does not exist.

my favourite quote from law school is: “The poorest man may in his 
cottage bid defiance to all the forces of the Crown. It may be frail—its roof may 
shake—the wind may blow through it—the storm may enter—the rain may enter—
but the King of England cannot enter—all his force dares not cross the threshold 
of the ruined tenement.”

my favourite experience at law school was: Shared with wonderful 
friends.

my favourite thing about law school is: rhat the panacea to all the 
diabolical bell curves of life is conveniently located in the law building annexe, 
in the form of a glass counter that is always plenteously stocked with glistening 
pastries and pastel macarons.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Taken slightly longer to stop hailing 
my favourite purveyor of caffeinated beverages as “my barrister”.

if i could change something about law school it would be: The merciless Anglicisation of all the groovy 
Latin phrases.

i will probably be remembered for: Being colour co-ordinated and for being technologically antediluvian 
(having persevered with note-taking by hand till the end).

at law school i learned the most from: My mistakes.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: Humility. It’s been a true honour to get to know so 
many astronomically intelligent and multi-talented peers.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: After much heartbreak, many beautiful but superfluous 
adjectives and elegant turns of phrase in order to avoid falling foul of the draconian word count penalties.

the best class to sleep in has been: The compulsory jurisprudence class, since I skipped it religiously to go 
home and have a proper nap.

after graduating the next step for me is: Studying Honours in English Literature. Not quite ready to face the 
real world outside uni yet.

my biggest regret is: Never discovering the alchemical formula for concocting a beverage potent enough to fuel an 
all-nighter. And not having a fantastic surname like ‘Learned Hand’.

what got me through law school was: The sparkling, mischievous and acerbic wit of judges.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Which tour company to avoid if I want ordinary 
length skis, nice Swiss cakes and a yodler who executes his repertoire in a leisurely fashion.

e r n e s t  l u i

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Qualifying 
each answer to a question as being factually dependent, overuse of caveats.

my favourite quote from law school is: “Trust me, I’m a lawyer.”

my favourite thing about law school is: Enduring friendships, intense 
conversations with my learned colleagues.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Continued applying for Medicine. 

if i could change something about law school it would be: Its 
physical proximity to King Street Thai.

at law school i learned the most from: Peter Gerangelos, Ross Anderson, 
Wayne Courtney.

after graduating the next step for me is: Travelling, then taking up a 
grad position/lawyering up.

my biggest regret is: None - no regrets!

what got me through law school was: Headnotes, crib notes, other people’s notes.. .

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: To keep calm and carry on.
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m a t t h e w  l y s t e r

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Going 
for a kayak on the harbour before jogging up to lectures, paddle in hand.

my favourite quote from law school is: “After studying torts it should 
be clear that one should never go outside, never do anything, don’t even breathe 
unless you are in the safety of your bedroom and above all, never go to New 
Zealand.” - ross Anderson.

my favourite experience at law school was: Getting in.

my favourite thing about law school is: Mabo and the vibe.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Less debt, had time to travel, see 
friends, have hobbies, achieve goals, have a life, not need glasses and have good 
posture.

if i could change something about law school it would be: The 
line at Taste.

i will probably be remembered for: Many things by those who know me, sorry for those who don’t, I probably 
had too many readings to catch up on.

at law school i learned the most from: Greg Sherington.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: Great friends.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: Almost everything.

the best class to sleep in has been: procedure.

after graduating the next step for me is: Four months of travel, climbing a peak in the Swiss Alps then 
starting a grad job.

my biggest regret is: Not reading before classes!

what got me through law school was: Coffee, exercise, a focus on the big picture.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: The answer is always “it depends”.

d a v i d  m a c K

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Beginning 
to see the world through bullet points, sub-bullet points, and sub-sub-bullet points.

my favourite quote from law school is: “This part of the course is non-
examinable and is just for interest’s sake.”

my favourite experience at law school was: Finishing.

my favourite thing about law school is: Finishing.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Finished uni a long time ago.

if i could change something about law school it would be: Not 
enough Apple laptops.

i will probably be remembered for: Having plenty to say about cases I 
never actually read.

at law school i learned the most from: Nick olsen, and all the other 
people smarter than me who put up their hands to speak in class.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: Some expensive law textbooks.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: Several goats to the gods of exams.

the best class to sleep in has been: Any class that I had at 2.30pm.

after graduating the next step for me is: From Maclaurin Hall to the Quadrangle for photos.

my biggest regret is: What I’m writing right now. When I’m Chief Justice, this is going to be mighty embarrassing.

what got me through law school was: doors.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: That an asterisk next to a case name in the Course 
outline doesn’t actually mean you need to read it.
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d a n i e l  m a c p h e r s o n

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: A 
recurring dream about redesigning AustLII.

my favourite quote from law school is: “We are not masters of our own 
destinies — we must die, we must fall ill, we must sleep. This is a system we do not 
control. Then the question is, who are we? The body certainly is part of us, but it is 
not us.” -  Hon. A. Prof. Ziegert.

my favourite experience at law school was: Countless lunchtimes in 
the company of lifetime friends.

my favourite thing about law school is: Lecturers who are 
extraordinarily generous with their time and expertise.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: pursued a career in international 
politics and development.

if i could change something about law school it would be: More 
windows! More natural light!

i will probably be remembered for: Inducing a vague sense of half-recognition in many of my peers.

at law school i learned the most from: Late nights and deadlines.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: An appreciation for the hard work and time many 
people voluntarily give up to help students and the community, and recognition of my obligation to take opportunities 
to do the same.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: $3, and then $3.20, once or twice every day at the altar of 
Taste.

the best class to sleep in has been: “What?! Surely, that’s a preposterous idea!” . . .Real Property.

after graduating the next step for me is: A light siesta, and then working at Allens.

my biggest regret is: Taking quite a while to develop a long view and shed anxieties attached to matters with little 
lasting significance.

what got me through law school was: $3, and then $3.20, sacrificed once or twice every day at the altar of 
Taste.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: That we should maintain a healthy fear of letting 
opportunities pass us by through inaction and inertia.

d o m i n i q u e  m a i n g o t

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Advanced 
mumbling skills.

my favourite quote from law school is: “Who here has done the 
readings?”

my favourite experience at law school was: Getting to know Australia.

my favourite thing about law school is: Reflecting back on all the 
pages of law material that I’ve read (or should have read).

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: done something related to nature; 
environmental policy, perhaps?

if i could change something about law school it would be: The 
law library - it’s hopeless trying to find a seat in there.

i will probably be remembered for: My long hair and my island spirit.

at law school i learned the most from: My law school peeps; they’re 
always so informed.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: Some pretty great friends, cool internships and I 
suppose, some knowledge of the law.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: Being away from my family, outdoor adventures and a whole 
lot of sleep.

the best class to sleep in has been: Not too sure I’ve been successful at that.. .

after graduating the next step for me is: destination unknown.

my biggest regret is: Not having the time to experience more of Australia.

what got me through law school was: Coffee, dried mangoes, new music and good friends.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Stay cool and carry on.
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n i c h o l a s  m a r K

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: 
Unnecessary and productive procrastination.

my favourite experience at law school was: playing trumpet in law 
revue band 2011-2012.

my favourite thing about law school is: The Lawbry’s giant skylight.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Aspired to become a film producer.

if i could change something about law school it would be: More 
lecturers as cool as Peter Gerangelos, more tutorial-style classes, and more classes 
that are actually in the law school.

i will probably be remembered for: playing didgeridoo in ‘Mabo No. 5’ 
for the 2011 Law revue.

at law school i learned the most from: My exchange to Indonesia.

the best class to sleep in has been: Administrative Law.

after graduating the next step for me is: Writing a book, travelling and job hunting.

my biggest regret is: Too often delaying readings until Stuvac, and not getting involved in revue until late years of 
my degree.

what got me through law school was: Coffee and mates.

g a r e t h  m a r t i n

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Feeling 
the need to say or write everything with a far greater degree of specificity and 
certainty than I think ordinary people ought to be bothered with – and realizing 
when others don’t. Seriously, it just takes too many words.

my favourite quote from law school is: “No laughing! Law School is 
not for fun!” - I beg to differ.

my favourite experience at law school was: probably attending the 
Voiceless lecture series in 2011. Being in a room with so many people devoted to 
such a cause was inspirational and encouraging. But, more significant than that, 
were all the little moments with people - casual lunches, small conversations, and 
just hanging out on and off campus. 

my favourite thing about law school is: Being able to engage in 
meaningful discussion with so many different people about things that matter (and 
things that don’t).

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Studied veterinary science or become Ryan Gosling.

if i could change something about law school it would be: The timetable, so we could all sleep in, leave 
early, and study the subjects we want without any clashes.

i will probably be remembered for: Being some guy with blonde hair who came from the Shire and spent the 
entire degree being engaged to one amazing and lovely woman.

at law school i learned the most from: Fellow students. Not just because of engaging debates and discussions 
in class, but because of the stories and dreams of others, and the way they believe things in the law and the world should 
be.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: My friends, and the knowledge and encouragement 
to defend others and work toward the changes I want to see in this world.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: Getting married, which has been delayed three years, money 
that has been lost or not earned, my social life which has taken a beating, and did you know that law firms don’t like it 
when you consider getting visible tattoos and piercings?

after graduating the next step for me is: To organize a wedding, move out of my folks forever, and take the 
world by the horns.

what got me through law school was: Time away from law school! And the knowledge that this degree is 
supposed to open doors – we aren’t stuck in the legal profession if we don’t want to be.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: The value of keeping government and parliament 
accountable to their people and to those who are vulnerable and at the mercy of their decision-making, and the respect 
that ought to be accorded to the rights of the accused.
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s i b e l l a  m a t t h e w s

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Not so 
quirky - but I definitely didn’t have a bad coffee habit 5 years ago!

my favourite experience at law school was: performing in law revue 
‘08. 

my favourite thing about law school is: Knowing you’ll run into friends 
everyday.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Attended all the law parties anyway 
and pretended I was a law student.

if i could change something about law school it would be: No 
100% exams!

i will probably be remembered for: Being a student politician.. .

at law school i learned the most from: older law students who gave 
me their notes!

the most important thing i got out of law school is: Many, many laughs and late nights.

K a t e  m c l a r e n

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: A well 
developed Indian accent.

my favourite quote from law school is: “It’s the vibe of the thing.”

my favourite experience at law school was: Making some fantastic 
friends.

my favourite thing about law school is: Learning from some 
inspirational lecturers, and having three months off over summer.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Been a little lost at Art School.

if i could change something about law school it would be: 
Everyone returning to class after fire alarms.

at law school i learned the most from: The library.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: A Law degree 
and friends with Law degrees.

the best class to sleep in has been: The Legal profession

after graduating the next step for me is: Traveling the world.

my biggest regret is: Not having enough quirky habits and memorable quotes.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Don’t put firecrackers up your butt!
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n i K h i l  m e h t a

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Finding 
a potential lawsuit in every day-to-day experience

my favourite quote from law school is: “A stream cannot rise higher 
than its source” - Professor Gerangelos, discussing Australian Communist Party v 
Commonwealth.

my favourite thing about law school is: The extremely intelligent 
people and heated debate.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Become a doctor. I always had a bit 
more of a science brain.

if i could change something about law school it would be: 
Explaining to high school kids how competitive the law school environment is and 
how even more competitive getting a job is once you graduate.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: Sleep and the 
chiselled body I would have otherwise had.

the best class to sleep in has been: Evidence, no doubt.

what got me through law school was: Good friends and a fair bit of coffee.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Every person is an enigma. don’t assume anything 
and take the time to understand people’s experiences.

r i c h a r d  m u r p h y

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: drinking 
coffee very slowly. A drip feed of caffeine is more effective than a one-off hit.

my favourite experience at law school was: Meeting new people and 
EU Law (the Evangelical Union’s Law Faculty) Weekends Away.

my favourite thing about law school is: The first week of semester. It 
always brought such a feeling of hope with it.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: done a BA, studied town planning, 
or attempted to get into Journalism.

at law school i learned the most from: Lecturers who shared a little 
wisdom from life: Coss, Gerangelos, Twomey and Cameron Stewart come to mind.

the best class to sleep in has been: Anything in Law School Lecture 
Theatre 101: softer seats and better heating than Carslaw.

after graduating the next step for me is: I’m heading to Canberra to 
work as a government lawyer.

what got me through law school was: Triathlon Club training and long black coffees.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: The truth of Mark 8:36: “What good is it for 
someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?”
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J a h a n  n a v i d i

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: The 
uncanny ability to survive on only 30-45 minutes of sleep the night before a Law 
exam!

my favourite quote from law school is: “Now this is one of those cases 
you can enjoy with a nice glass of red wine…”

my favourite experience at law school was: The general camaraderie 
associated with Australia’s finest Law School and, of course, those infamous end-
of-semester parties.

my favourite thing about law school is: The buzzing intellectual 
environment.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: pursued the other half of my 
combined degree by chasing a career in International relations.

if i could change something about law school it would be: 
Library fines! I am quite sure I have funded several new buildings within Sydney 

Law School by accumulating an undisclosed amount of library fines.

i will probably be remembered for: My curly hair, spontaneous mid-semester trips to Miami and unrivalled 
beard growth during exam periods.

at law school i learned the most from: Amongst many others, Professor Peter Gerangelos, for helping me 
appreciate the subtleties and general art of High Court decisions, majority judgments and dissenting opinions.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: Academically, the ability to think critically and 
develop an argument. Socially, a real skill for balancing several drinks in one hand.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: Many, many hours of sleep!

the best class to sleep in has been: objection!

after graduating the next step for me is: Travel the world and begin my Graduate position.

my biggest regret is: Although I vowed never to talk about it again, the infamous ‘two-day timetable’ of circa 2011 
will go down as a dark moment in Jahan Navidi history.

what got me through law school was: Fantastic support, strong will, determination and of course copious 
amounts of coffee.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Never underestimate the importance of a dissenting 
judgment.

J a m e s  n e w t o n

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: A persistent twitch in my left eye.

my favourite quote from law school is: “That law be cray cray!”

my favourite experience at law school was: Getting very drunk at Law Ball 2011 and stealing a top hat and 
monocle.

my favourite thing about law school is: Weekends!

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: done something useful with my life.

if i could change something about law school it would be: Make it longer.

i will probably be remembered for: My square-shaped head.

at law school i learned the most from: ronald.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: An insatiable desire to blindly prove people wrong 
in the most arrogant way possible.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: 4 lambs, 2 goats, 10 chickens and your firstborn. 

the best class to sleep in has been: In law.

after graduating the next step for me is: out the door!

my biggest regret is: Mooting. I can’t tell anyone about it without being laughed at.

what got me through law school was: Cake.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: You’re never too old for nap time.
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J o n a t h o n  o ’ b a n n o n

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: doubting everything said and written by 
everyone.  Except McHugh J.  He’s never wrong.

my favourite quote from law school is: “You need to do 4 hours of study for every hour spent in the classroom.” 
- Some teacher in first year.  You lose, teacher.

my favourite experience at law school was: Emptying a fire extinguisher on my classmates at Law Camp, 
Stupid Shit Wednesdays and setting up an inter-faculty basketball dynasty.

my favourite thing about law school is: The price of jugs at Taste.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Enjoyed my time at Uni.

if i could change something about law school it would be: Smaller class sizes.

i will probably be remembered for: Early exits from SULS sanctioned parties.

at law school i learned the most from: Weird mature-age students.  Amongst the staff I learned the most 
from Arlie Loughnan.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: Stress ulcers.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: The ability to read something without analysing every word.

the best class to sleep in has been: Corporations Law.

after graduating the next step for me is: Joining the French Foreign Legion.

my biggest regret is: Not going on exchange.

what got me through law school was: 30 minutes of inspirational YouTube videos followed by 15 minutes of 
study.  Start at Stuvac and repeat until exams are over.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: paraphrasing what other people say is a perfectly 
valid way to get class participation marks.

a l i s t a i r  o a K e s

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Laughing 
at what I suspected was a legal joke and later trying to figure out why it was 
actually funny.

my favourite experience at law school was: Law revue.

my favourite thing about law school is: The infinite-reflecting mirrors 
in the lifts and bottom-floor bathrooms.  Who said law school couldn’t be fun?

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Many more friends.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: Learning how 
to navigate a ‘stop and chat’ when running into somebody in the law building.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: My eyesight.

after graduating the next step for me is: Eating a few sambos outside 
the quad, getting some photos with Mum and then I think I’ll have to return my 
gown and hood...

my biggest regret is: Not going on the Social Justice road Trip.
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J a c o b  o f f e n

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Walking barefoot around Law School.

my favourite quote from law school is: “When you ask ‘have you ever read a case in full’, do you mean the 
extract in the book?”

my favourite experience at law school was: Being part of the SULS Executive and just generally getting 
involved.

my favourite thing about law school is: Taste.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Failed most of my classes.

if i could change something about law school it would be: Its name.

i will probably be remembered for: Wearing shorts.

at law school i learned the most from: Without a doubt, John Stumbles.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: A sense of superiority.

after graduating the next step for me is: A small one for mankind.

my biggest regret is: When I got the ball stuck in the tree during SULS Exec bonding.

what got me through law school was: HECS.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: don’t take sweets from strangers.

p a u l  p a n g

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Cup 
Noodle Marathon

my favourite quote from law school is: “What one could do is to take 
our graduate LLB and re-badge it as a Jd, and bingo you’ve got a capacity to charge 
fees.” -  Gillian Triggs, Dean of Sydney Law School.

my favourite experience at law school was: Getting all my mates 
extremely intrigued and disturbed at the same time with my seemingly immoral yet 
highly rational (and provocative) political opinions.

my favourite thing about law school is: The Turnbull Foundation 
reading room still leaks water every time it rains despite the fact that it has been 
continuously fixed for over 3 years since the opening of the New Law Building.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Taught piano playing. I am absolutely 
awesome at it.

if i could change something about law school it would be: 24/7 
access to Law Library and quiet study areas within the law building.

i will probably be remembered for: Being an agitator or a stirrer, as in Neal v R (1982) 149 CLr 305 at 316-317 
per Murphy J.

at law school i learned the most from: Jamie Glister - his British accent is chocolate for the ears.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: Creative legal arguments that are novel and not 
have been thought before, even if they are based on solid logical reasoning or authority, are doomed to fail when marked 
by conservative, old twats. The same consequence must therefore apply to judges who are also, conservative, old twats. 
Not everybody is a Kirby J.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: Money, social life, time, health, and worst of all, dignity. 

after graduating the next step for me is: Hire a defence lawyer: It is very likely that, during my exchange 
semester in Singapore, I would get into quite some trouble due to the harsh penalties in criminal offences that are most 
unexpected in any civilized society. 

my biggest regret is: Not choosing UNSW Law instead.

what got me through law school was: Coffee, alcohol and learning effective cross-examination from my mum 
every time I got home late, didn’t return her calls, or suspected of doing anything that she would not approve (see Battle 
Hymn of the Tiger Mother by Amy Chua (2011)). 

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Bachelor of Arts-esque bullshitting skills do not 
work in law assignments and exams. prospective students, you have been warned.
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J u s t i n  p e n a f i e l

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: 
Consistent tardiness - I have never been on-time for class.

my favourite experience at law school was: Lecture bashing Irene’s 
class during Legal profession and being funny enough for even someone like Chad 
to recognise me for at least the following 24 hours anyway.

my favourite thing about law school is: The lifestyle - I am at a loss 
over how I will manage to cope without regular ‘Me’ days or hour long coffee breaks.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Maybe started a phd at least three 
years earlier.

if i could change something about law school it would be: The 
number of pigeons in the building, air fresheners in the bathroom, and limiting 
Sunday Best clothes to a few rather than every day, whatever happened to jeans 
and a tee?

i will probably be remembered for: Serial lunching - scheduling my 
classes so I could have a 1-4 break and have lunch two-three times with different friends.

at law school i learned the most from: Monocle magazines, Buzzfeed, and the now defunct Firm Spy.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: The knowledge that I know better, despite that 
knowing better counts for nothing in a society that still likes to trim its poppies despite taking their seeds for free.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: My youth, my wit, the colour from my wardrobe, my ability 
to have children from constantly falling asleep with technology in my lap whilst attempting to read a case, my dance 
moves, what little muscle mass I possessed, and what personality I generally had to begin with. But it’s all worth it for a 
law degree, right?

the best class to sleep in has been: I was constantly too asleep in bed to be able to come and sleep in class in 
the first place.

after graduating the next step for me is: To find yet another degree to study and another conference to 
crash, or perhaps fulfilling the goals I dreamed about the last time I wrote a ‘final year’ profile like this.

my biggest regret is: Thinking this was going to be easy; pretending it still is.

what got me through law school was: The black trade in student notes from the early noughties, and general 
bartering with peers for everything from notes, jobs, cookies, back rubs and other favours that I’m sure are perfectly 
appropriate for print, but just don’t seem to come to mind as freely as they initially did.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Keep friends close, and professional contacts closer.

c h r i s  p e p o n i s

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: participating in voluntary questionares. 

my favourite experience at law school was: Going on exchange to UT - hands down.

my favourite thing about law school is: The fact that you can get Campos coffee without leaving the building.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Been much happier.

if i could change something about law school it would be: Abolish jurisprudence electives.. . utter 
rubbish.

i will probably be remembered for: All the wrong reasons.

at law school i learned the most from: ross Anderson - best teacher I have ever had.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: A law degree.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: pretty much everything.

the best class to sleep in has been: If you can afford to sleep through a class, you really should just get 
someone to mark your name off the role and not go.

after graduating the next step for me is: Working in Melbourne.

my biggest regret is: Because I feel like making that public knowledge...

what got me through law school was: Coffee and binge drinking.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: printing the recommended reading is just a waste 
of ink and paper.
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J a s o n  p h o

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Bringing 
a calculator into a law exam.

my favourite quote from law school is: “You don’t really need a Unit 
of Study in this course. I can bring you some next class if you like but there isn’t 
anything very useful in there. I would know... I wrote it. . .” (Anonymous Lecturer)

my favourite experience at law school was: First year law camp, 
where a bunch of us tried to catch a brush-turkey with milk crates and bedsheets.

my favourite thing about law school is: Beers with friends after the 
week’s last lecture.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Become a police officer.

if i could change something about law school it would be: Later 
closing times for Taste Cafe.

i will probably be remembered for: Having to leave parties early on 
Friday and Saturday night to go to work.

at law school i learned the most from: dedicated and engaging lecturers that were passionate about their 
subject.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: A great group of supportive friends that make uni 
an excellent experience.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: Weekends, sleep and a career in the circus.

the best class to sleep in has been: Any class in New Law School Auditorium - any other seating is just 
uncomfortable.

after graduating the next step for me is: Joining the Graduate program at Commonwealth Bank.

my biggest regret is: Not joining more clubs and societies.

what got me through law school was: red Bull, reading weeks and Thai food in Newtown.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Very few things in life are black and white. Some 
things are more grey than others but in the end most of it is grey. oh, and eating two Thai lunch specials will make you 
feel like you are about to explode.

s e n t h o r u n  r a J

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Learning 
how to use Grindr.

my favourite quote from law school is: “Just don’t do hard drugs.”

my favourite experience at law school was: publishing dissent in 
2009.

my favourite thing about law school is: Cute hipster nerds.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Been a lot less pretentious.

if i could change something about law school it would be: More 
cute gay hipster nerds.

i will probably be remembered for: Something something “gay”.. .
something something “social justice.”

at law school i learned the most from: The fabulous feminist academics.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: dates with cute hipster nerds.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: Modesty? 

the best class to sleep in has been: No sleeping. Only tweeting (and maybe some Grindring). 

after graduating the next step for me is: More study.

my biggest regret is: Not asking out more cute hipster nerds.

what got me through law school was: Checking out cute hipster nerds in class.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: (disappointingly) not all cute hipster nerds are gay.
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h i m a l  r a n d e n i y a

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: A love for Apple products.

my favourite quote from law school is: “Twilight does not invalidate the distinction between night and day.” 
- Gleeson J, on jurisdictional error.

my favourite experience at law school was: Professor Gerangelos for Federal Constitutional Law.

my favourite thing about law school is: Two days of Uni per week.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Had a job mixing chemicals together in a lab.

if i could change something about law school it would be: The promise of ‘small class sizes’.

i will probably be remembered for: Being ‘Mr. Inappropriate’.

at law school i learned the most from: My peers.

the most important thing i got out of law school is: An understanding of the expanse of the law and on 
how to approach real-life problems.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: My eyesight as a result of readings and note-taking.

the best class to sleep in has been: The Legal profession.

after graduating the next step for me is: Travel and work.

my biggest regret is: Not immediately recognising the subtlety of studying law.

what got me through law school was: Curiosity and drive.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: persistence.

p h i l l i p  s a i d i

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is:  
Stretching my legs under desks while sitting. I have shaved valuable years off my 
lifepsan due to sedentary living.

my favourite quote from law school is: “don’t lose sight of your 
character.” - Peter Gerangelos.

my favourite experience at law school was: Law revue 2008. I peaked. 
It was all downhill from there.

my favourite thing about law school is: The sharp wit of my colleagues 
filling its classrooms.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  devoted 5 years to marrying rich.

if i could change something about law school it would be: 100% 
closed book exams. There is nothing revelatory nor practical to be derived from 
such archaic nincompoopery.

i will probably be remembered for:  Law revue nude skits.. .

at law school i learned the most from: Peter Gerangelos, Anne Twomey, Cameron Stewart and Justice Emmett. 
They each had wonderful tales and anecdotes to make Law seem like a liberal education.

the most important thing i got out of law school is:  Knowing when it is not worth speaking the 
politically incorrect truth. I am a slow learner - I learnt this by the end of first semester, 5th year.. .I think!

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  My reading of fiction.

the best class to sleep in has been:  Anything with an 8am start. How is that legal?

after graduating the next step for me is:  Figuring out whether I am one of those law students destined 
never to practice law.

my biggest regret is:  Not going on law exchange for my final semester.

what got me through law school was:  The friendships forged through blood, tears and sweat.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: That life balance is the key to happiness.
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J o e  s m i t h - d a v i e s

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: The one that I still my therapist about developed 
in the second Contracts lecture and I only kicked it after Torts and Contracts II. It involved me, in a desperate attempt not 
to fall asleep, continuing to put pen to paper even as my eyelids became heavier than a passage of Barwick CJ’s finest. The 
pages of hieroglyphs I produced were certainly no rosetta Stone.

my favourite quote from law school is: “It’s longer than the pakistani batting order on a subcontinental 
wicket.” - Mike Skinner, on the length of the Corporations Act.

my favourite experience at law school was: Being part of the Turkey Catchers (not in any way related to 
disgusting Big Brother shenanigans) on first year Law Camp. 

my favourite thing about law school is: ross Anderson’s torts class.

if i could change something about law school it would be: I would erect turnstiles at the entrance of 
the Law Library to prevent non-law students from getting in.. .I kid. On a more serious note, I think the Reflection Pool 
could be converted into a spa and the pool table from the philip Law School should be moved to Taste.

i will probably be remembered for:  Being the blond bloke in trackies who was often only partially conscious 
and knew who Fred and Ginger were.

at law school i learned the most from: Associate Professor Peter Gerangelos. 

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  My dignity, although it was through no fault of Law 
School. I decided to run for Secretary of SULS in 2010, on the whiff of a whim. My campaign photo was one of the 
most cringeworthy acts of unintentional self-parody ever committed to film. Thankfully the image hasn’t become a “self-
satisfied moron” meme.

the best class to sleep in has been: In terms of location, the best class to sleep in is undoubtedly the cavernous 
Lecture Threatre 101. Emirates First Class levels of legroom, comfortable seating, a thermostat permanently set to 
“”soporific”” and minimal risk of being spotted by a lecturer.

after graduating the next step for me is:  To walk out of the Great Hall. One small step for a graduand, and 
one giant leap in suffix from “nd” to “te”.

my biggest regret is:  Not getting involved in Law Revue. I had a really good idea for “Hearsay: The Musical”, which 
would have featured songs such as “Subramaniam Homesick Blues” and “Put Your Hannes Up In The Air!”.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: That writing succinctly is always more effective 
than writing floridly. Unfortunately, this means that legal writing is an “ither”-free zone, which counts out such gems as 
“hitherto”, “thither” and “withering dithering”.

m e i  s m i t h

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: double 
shot short black with a dash of milk.

my favourite quote from law school is: “I feel that Kylie Minogue’s 
second album, Enjoy Yourself, has been critically underrated and will one day be 
recognised as a key work in Australian music history.” - david rolph.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  developed abibliophobia (the fear 
of running out of reading material).

if i could change something about law school it would be: The 
painting above LT 104.

i will probably be remembered for:  My unhealthy obsession with 
basketball, Buffy and live music.

at law school i learned the most from: Peter Gerangelos.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  Two photocopiers.

after graduating the next step for me is:  London!

what got me through law school was:  The incredibly bright and quirky friends I’ve made along the way.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: “The first step on the slippery downward slope to 
scoundrelhood seems the easiest and the most harmless…don’t lose sight of your character!” - Peter Gerangelos.
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a n n a  s o l a r - b a s s e t t

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: 
Explaining everything in bullet points, like a true debater.

my favourite quote from law school is: ”Not to be Sydney Law elitist 
about it, but if that doesn’t scream ‘bogan’, I don’t know what does.” - david rolph,  
on a case where a woman is injured at the races whilst drinking bourbon and coke 
from a can.

my favourite experience at law school was: Law revue 1st year.

my favourite thing about law school is: The better professors - 
hilarious.

The great Sydney Uni societies and clubs - amazing range of things to do. politics 
Society & The Globalist especially.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Always wanted to do law, would 
have done it somehow, somewhere

if i could change something about law school it would be: overpriced Taste Cafe.. . and the lack of 
perspective.

i will probably be remembered for:  Travelling a heckload - especially during semester! Major thanks to friends 
who shared their notes.

at law school i learned the most from: Friends, and the funnier or more passionate professors.

the most important thing i got out of law school is:  Great friends.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  Sleep, and a slight bit of sanity.

the best class to sleep in has been: The Legal profession!

after graduating the next step for me is:  I graduated mid-2012 and am working in policy. Many aspirations.. . 
many secrets.

my biggest regret is:  I don’t believe in regrets! 

what got me through law school was:  red Bull, Coffee, the perspective I gained from travel, great friends, and 
keeping in mind why I originally undertook law.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Back yourself - 110%.

g e m m a  s t o o K e

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: My 
obsession with binding and colour coding my notes. probably not too quirky 
amongst fellow law students but my friends find it extremely peculiar.

my favourite experience at law school was: There are just too many 
to chose from, cramming for exams in stuvac, spending weekend working on essays 
until the early hours of the morning or being stressed about study or lack-thereof.

my favourite thing about law school is: Learning a lot of interesting 
things with a bunch of interesting people.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Been out of uni a whole lot sooner.

if i could change something about law school it would be: It 
would be a whole lot easier, particularly 4th year.

i will probably be remembered for: Not having a filter on the questions 
I ask in class and being from perth.

at law school i learned the most from: David Rolph.  He was a great media law lecturer.

the most important thing i got out of law school is:  Friend, a degree and the development of an 
extremely high boredom threshold.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  My social life and sometimes my sanity.

the best class to sleep in has been: I am not much of a sleeper during class but I did spend a lot of time online 
shopping during public Law.

after graduating the next step for me is:  Doing an associateship in the Federal Court.

my biggest regret is:  Getting too stressed out about exams.

what got me through law school was:  Caffeine.
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c at h e r i n e -J o s e p h i n e  tay e h

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: To test 
my legal research skills by seeing how easily I can find the cases that feature in 
funny news stories. 

my favourite quote from law school is: In this dress I could turn Justice 
Kirby. 

my favourite experience at law school was: Listening to Anne 
Twomey’s story about how she met Mark Leeming. She was litigating her thesis in 
the high court, He was a high court judge’s associate. She opened her mouth and 
scored a win and a husband.

my favourite thing about law school is: That its lawns have used for 
pony rides.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Had to join a country club in order 
to make up for the lack of egos in my life.

if i could change something about law school it would be: To move it back to College St, I liked the 
wigs and the good cheap sushi.

i will probably be remembered for:  drinking pimms in a lecture and laughing at the professor’s jokes, the 
second occurring independently of the first.

at law school i learned the most from: The netball and rugby tour to Queensland.

the most important thing i got out of law school is:  The label.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  Nothing. 

the best class to sleep in has been: Civil and Criminal procedure, as a consequence I had no idea the Bail Act 
existed until about week 8.

after graduating the next step for me is:  To unlearn everything that university has taught me.

my biggest regret is:  I don’t have regrets, I can’t afford them.

what got me through law school was:  The knowledge that I scored a higher UAI than a current rhodes 
Scholar. pity that I’m pathetic at competitive handball. 

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: In the battle for brains and beauty, daddy is a pretty 
important guy.

o l i v i a  t e h

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Knowing 
my way around the schedules and procedures of the short loan reserves. I refused 
to buy books. And also being late to class, as I was unable to wake up before 10am, 
even though I lived super close to uni.

my favourite quote from law school is: “We lawyers like to change 
sentences around and put punctuations in between words that do not need to be 
separated by punctuation. That’s our way of coming across as smart and superior. 
Look at Yoda, he jumbles his sentences up, all the time… and look how wise everyone 
else thinks he is.” - Cameron Stewart.

my favourite experience at law school was: Being on SULS in 2009 
and 2010, living abroad, and meeting a handful of true friends that I know I will 
continue to be close with regardless of space or time.

my favourite thing about law school is: The beautiful law lawns 
during the sunny springs/summer days. 

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Applied to art schools in Europe.

i will probably be remembered for:  Wearing short shorts (and at one point, getting votes during elections 
from that), and also being the sweet international kid that no one knew was international because I was a chameleon 
with accents.

at law school i learned the most from: Contract Law, especially in regards to exclusion clauses. I also learned 
from seniors, swapping notes and Peter Gerangelos.

after graduating the next step for me is:  Becoming a MILF along with my girl friends, sipping on margaritas 
in the Maldives. Just kidding, #notreally. I would be probably be living in Asia or Europe, and be involved in something 
creative. 

my biggest regret is:  I don’t really regret anything I do because everything happens for a reason. If I did not live 
the path I had chosen to live, I wouldn’t have grown up as a person. Nor would I have made so many wonderful memories 
with equally wonderful people. I wish maybe that I could have followed my dreams from the get go and enrolled instead 
into design and art history courses, but then again it’s not a regret as I know I still can pursue all my dreams. I am very 
grateful to have been able to study law.

what got me through law school was:  perseverance, and speaking to my family on Skype every night.
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d o u g l a s  s .  t h o m p s o n

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Talking to my pen before exams.

my favourite quote from law school is: “one person’s tacky is another person’s accessible” - Katie Simmonds. 

my favourite experience at law school was: Winter school.

my favourite thing about law school is: Sophie Barrow.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Become a groundsman or played FIFA professionally.

if i could change something about law school it would be: Lack of power points.

i will probably be remembered for: Throwing a vortex over law school - that seems unlikely - but if I write it 
people might remember that it happened.

at law school i learned the most from: Tom Kaldor, Steve Hind, Tyson Smith and Hamish King - they wrote 
some seriously good notes.

the most important thing i got out of law school is:  The ability to make friends with people with good 
notes.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  My professional FIFA career.

the best class to sleep in has been: Anything taught by Jamie Glister. 

after graduating the next step for me is:  Find a good piece of land someplace, and settle down.

my biggest regret is:  Not playing more FIFA.

what got me through law school was:  Tom Kaldor, Steve Hind, Tyson Smith and Hamish King.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: If you get pulled over for drink driving you don’t 
have to and you shouldn’t tell the police officer how many drinks you’ve had. If you tell them at the time, and then you 
change that in front of the magistrate, they can adduce the record of what you said at the time as an exception to Hearsay 
because it is a prior inconsistent statement. 

w i l l i a m  t i a n

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: 
procrastination.

my favourite quote from law school is: Whatever Frank says.

my favourite experience at law school was: Law Camp 2008.

my favourite thing about law school is: The 3 reading weeks each 
semester.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Become even more boring as an 
accountant.

if i could change something about law school it would be: 100% 
closed book exams.

i will probably be remembered for:  Arriving late to class with 3 bags.

at law school i learned the most from: Studying in stuvac.

the most important thing i got out of law school is:  Being able to multitask life.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  Many hours of sleep procrastinating.

the best class to sleep in has been: Anything starting at 9am.

after graduating the next step for me is:  Working overseas.

my biggest regret is:  Not trying harder.

what got me through law school was:  only having to go 16 hours a week, 10 weeks a semester.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: That working harder doesn’t necessarily give you 
better marks.
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r o b e r t  t u r n b u l l

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Checking whether a case with a medium-neutral 
citation has been reported.  And then, if a case has an unauthorised report, checking whether it has been authoritatively 
reported.

my favourite quote from law school is: “I don’t feel bound by the law.” - dr rita Shackel.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  A veterinary surgeon.

if i could change something about law school it would be: It disturbs me that Sydney Law School 
moved from town to Camperdown without increasing the number of windows in its classrooms.  I would put windows in 
every classroom (an exercise which, admittedly, would require putting every classroom ABoVE the ground).  Sydney is not 
Cooper pedy.

i will probably be remembered for: remembered by whom?

at law school i learned the most from: It would be probably be offensive to say otherwise, therefore, I learned 
the most from my teachers.  In truth, I did learn the most from my teachers.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  A spotless bull, a newborn lamb and a pigeon, in that order.

the best class to sleep in has been: It is a fallacy to believe that law students sleep.  You have to sign a waiver 
at O-Week saying that you absolve the University of any responsibility for your failure to sleep for five years.  Although, 
from what I hear, some recalcitrants do indulge themselves with some sleep on the 25th of december every year.  But 
these are merely rumours.

after graduating the next step for me is:  Down the steps of the dais in the Great Hall.

my biggest regret is:  reading Perre v Apand Pty Ltd (1999) 198 CLr 180.  Those three hours have vanished into the 
mists of the past, never to be enjoyed by me (or anyone) ever again.  Who ever said torture is unlawful in Australia?  If the 
seven highest judges in the land can inflict it, there must be something to say for it.

what got me through law school was:  The knowledge that I could be elsewhere.  And a modicum of coffee.  
And, to quote owen J, at paragraph 9,761 of his judgment in Bell Group Ltd (in liq.) v Westpac Banking Corporation (No. 9) 
(2008) 39 WAR 1, “From time to time during the last five years I felt as if I were confined to an oubliette. There were 
occasions on which I thought the task of completing this case might be sempiternal. Fortunately, I have not yet been 
called upon to confront the infinite and, better still, a nepenthe beckons. Part of the nepenthe (which may even bear that 
name) is likely to involve a yeast-based substance.”

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: That is a question yet to be answered.

K i r s t i e  u n d e r w o o d

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Scouting 
out abandoned desks in the library, pushing them to the side and sitting down, only 
to have the owner shame-facedly return 2 hours later, scoop them up and scuttle off.

my favourite quote from law school is: Anything from Lord denning. 

my favourite experience at law school was: The first drinks night we 
all went out for, when I didn’t know anyone but I spent the whole night laughing and 
drinking too much. 

my favourite thing about law school is: Learning what lawyers know! 
So useful, so interesting, and a world away from the monotony and stagnation I 
experienced in my previous career.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Became a case manager at a hospital, 
managing the needs of complex patients who are at risk of failed discharges. 

if i could change something about law school it would be: The 
library! 

i will probably be remembered for:  Always working instead of studying, moaning about my finances and trying 
to listen to other people when they were worried about something (I hope).

at law school i learned the most from: professor Stumbles and Joellen riley, both of whom have, and will 
always have my uttermost respect. 

the most important thing i got out of law school is:  The opportunity to find work and carve out a career 
in the fields of business, government, politics, law etc. Studying law has been the best decision I have made in a very long 
time and despite all the difficulties I have absolutely no regrets.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  My previously excellent credit history.

the best class to sleep in has been: really, there is no best class. But if you sit up the very front at either 
extreme end, it’s just about the only blind spot the lecturers have.

after graduating the next step for me is:  In-house legal counsel at an insurance company or bank. 

my biggest regret is:  Working too much and not learning as much as I could have. I’m definitely not the best law 
student around, but I’ll just have to catch up when I hit the workforce.

what got me through law school was:  Sheer grit and determination. The support of people who can put up 
with my frequent bouts of madness. The knowledge that I was leaving a career I saw no future in and learning specialised 
knowledge.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: That networking is necessary but not evil. That it 
doesn’t have to be as blatant and nepotistic as I originally thought, and therefore, being more palatable, is something I 
will endeavour to engage in.
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g e m m a  r o s e  v a l p i a n i

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Colour coded everything.

my favourite quote from law school is: “okay, I think we’ll stop here for a ten minute break.”

my favourite experience at law school was: Hanging out with my friends after exams.

my favourite thing about law school is: Sophie Barrow!

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Studied something else - there are so many interesting courses.

if i could change something about law school it would be: Smaller class sizes. 

i will probably be remembered for: My backpack.

at law school i learned the most from: The inspiring lecturers who enjoyed teaching and went out of their 
way to give students feedback. Keep up the wonderful work.

the most important thing i got out of law school is:  The wonderful friends that I’ve met along the way. 

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  My social life. Sometimes.

the best class to sleep in has been: The chairs in class aren’t comfy enough for sleeping.

after graduating the next step for me is:  Life.

my biggest regret is:  Not being more grateful for such a wonderful opportunity.

what got me through law school was:  My great friends and chocolate coated coffee beans. 

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Fact is stranger than fiction.

c a r o l y n  v a n  d r u n e n

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Napping.  
ok I didn’t develop it in law school, but it certainly got a lot worse.

my favourite experience at law school was: doing oxfam Trailwalker 
with three lovely law school ladies: Allegra, Juli-May and Melanie! 

my favourite thing about law school is: Living the student life.  I will 
miss it.  Except I won’t miss being broke.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Stayed in Canada, and how different 
my life would have been!

i will probably be remembered for: Going bright red every time I said 
something in class.  I swear I’m not even embarassed, guys!  It’s just a physiological 
reaction!

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  Spending time with 
my family in Canada and watching my niece and nephew grow from babies into real 
(albeit tiny) people!

the best class to sleep in has been: Any class in which the lecturer posts his/her slides on eLearning. 

after graduating the next step for me is:  After finishing?  Getting married January 2013 in Canada, then 
coming back to settle in South Australia with my new husband! 

After graduating?  No idea.  I guess I’ll become a lawyer!

my biggest regret is:  Not seeing more of Sydney and New South Wales.  There was just no time!

what got me through law school was:  Bubble tea.  And hilarious friends. 
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t h o m a s  v a n  K i n t s

my favourite quote from law school is: “This is a case of a barmaid 
who was badly bitten by a big dog.” - Lord denning. 

my favourite experience at law school was: Constitutional Law 
classes. No joke. 

my favourite thing about law school is: ross Anderson’s unicorn print 
tie.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Moved to the US and tried to be 
CJ Gregg.

if i could change something about law school it would be: The 
unholy stench between Fisher and the Law School steps.

at law school i learned the most from: professor Twomey and her 
anecdotes.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  Reading fiction.

the best class to sleep in has been: Intro to property and Commercial Law.

what got me through law school was:  True grit. And the Coca-Cola Company.

d a t o n g  w a n g

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: doing readings and making notes.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Doing finance.

if i could change something about law school it would be: Class size.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  Legal profession.

the best class to sleep in has been: Et facia nones dolendit am, consed mostore plit quias inisquidi ommodit, 
excesed ut asperru ndusae dem nobit mod minto vid qui abo.  

after graduating the next step for me is:  Solicitor.
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t a m s i n  w a t e r h o u s e

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Wearing 
flat shoes and jeans after years in heels and suits - it was like learning to walk again.

my favourite quote from law school is: public international law 
lecturer: What can a State do if it is not happy about another state’s actions?

Student: Unfriend them on Facebook?

my favourite thing about law school is: Being surrounded by amazingly 
smart people that inspire you to do your best.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Gone on working in medical 
management, whilst continuing to mutter to my family and friends every now and 
again that I really wanted to do a law degree.. .

if i could change something about law school it would be: The 
bell curve that drags your result down into a statistical model so that every cohort 
appears exactly the same between subjects, between years, etc. What’s so wrong 
with reality?  

Actually just getting rid of assessments altogether and learning for the love of it would be even better.

i will probably be remembered for:  Being a doctor. For some reason other students and even some of the 
lecturers seem to be a bit weirded out by that.

the most important thing i got out of law school is:  A law degree. If all goes according to plan that is.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  Sleep, time with family, time with friends, sleep, time for 
exercise, sleep.

the best class to sleep in has been: So that’s where I should have been sleeping?

after graduating the next step for me is:  To get back into the workforce and start paying off my mortgage 
again.

my biggest regret is:  Speaking my mind in one of my subjects and paying for it when it came to the assessments.

what got me through law school was:  My family, my erasable highlighters, lots of coffee and quite a few 
glasses of vino.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Everyone feels like a rabbit in the headlights at the 
beginning of a new subject, it’s not just you.

J a r e d  w e b s t e r

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Taking 
pride in reading the fine print.

my favourite quote from law school is:  “Thus, it could not, as a 
matter of ordinary language, be said that the fact that a person had a head was a 
“cause” of his being decapitated by a negligently wielded sword notwithstanding 
that possession of a head is an essential precondition of decapitation.”  - March v 
Stramare.

my favourite experience at law school was: Lying on the law lawns in 
the afternoon sun knowing you’re done for the day.

my favourite thing about law school is: Learning in an environment 
with so many bright, talented and motivated people.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Wanted to study in the law library 
too. It’s one of the few quiet and decent places on campus.

at law school i learned the most from: Firstpoint case summaries and 
the High Court Bulletin.

the most important thing i got out of law school is:  That there are inevitably shades of grey in black 
letter law; it’s the lawyer’s task to be creative and innovative in shaping its application.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  Sleep, social life and my sanity.

the best class to sleep in has been: Legal profession. Ironically, it’s the class that also teaches you to pay 
attention or else you’ll be sued.

my biggest regret is:  Never meeting the ‘reasonable person’.

what got me through law school was:  Green tea, friends and that ten minute break between two hour lectures.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Be concise.
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p a t r i c K  w e l l e r

my favourite quote from law school is: “Freedom is the right of all sentient beings.” - Ben Saul. 

my favourite experience at law school was: Afternoons on the lawns.

my favourite thing about law school is: ross Anderson’s unicorn print tie.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  probably quarterback for the New England patriots.

at law school i learned the most from: Peter Gerangelos.

the most important thing i got out of law school is:  As lame as I am going to sound, it is my friends.

the best class to sleep in has been: public law- fell asleep in the front row, was kicked awake by a friend and 
then the lecturer laughed and carried on teaching without comment.

after graduating the next step for me is:  Travelling, hopefully giving myself enough time to win the lottery 
and not have to work.

what got me through law school was:  An absurd number of sitcoms.

s a r a h  w o n

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: picking 
up legal terms in movies and books, defining it, analysing the pros and cons all 
within a few seconds before realising I over-analysed a simple use of the word and 
missed the plot.

my favourite experience at law school was: Bumping into Justice 
Kirby while running late to class and being lucky enough to get him to sign my 
Contracts Book. That book will be with me forever.

my favourite thing about law school is: Some of the wonderful 
lecturers and tutors I was fortunate to come across in my studies who not only 
shared their wisdom but also shared their friendships.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  ponder on the meaning of life?

if i could change something about law school it would be: Fixing 
the girls toilets. It’s another world there.

i will probably be remembered for:  My blinged laptop. 

at law school i learned the most from: My friends who were supportive in our stress times, entertaining with 
their individual quirks and who imparted their wisdom for a variety of subjects. I am lucky to have their friendship

the most important thing i got out of law school is:  There is no time. It is an illusion and I do not mean 
in the philosophical sense. 

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  My eyesight. It will always be a mystery to me why books, 
cases and legislation are always  in fine print. Thank goodness for online resources.

the best class to sleep in has been:  Theoretical/jurisprudence classes. 

after graduating the next step for me is:  A big break where I can finally read what I want to read, sleep for 
days on end and stare at my Law degree wondering how on earth I managed to obtain it.

my biggest regret is:  I think I’ve been pretty fortunate as I cannot recall any regret (yet). I’ve enjoyed my time at law 
school, those stressful moments were short-lived and the moments of clarity more than made up for the stress. I’ve had 
supportive friends, family and teachers at law school which made my time enjoyable. Sometimes electives I chose didn’t 
turn out the way I thought they would but there would be moments which would ‘surprise’ me.

what got me through law school was:  Family and friends who rooted for me from the day of enrolment. A 
special thanks to Professor Ross Anderson who convinced me not to drop Law in first year because he believed that I had 
the potential and that there was still much to explore.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: You can always find the answer. You have the tools, 
the knowledge and the support at your fingertips. So long as it isn’t illegal.
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c h a d  w o n g

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Seeing 
everything around me as a lawsuit waiting to happen.

my favourite experience at law school was: Going on exchange and 
meeting other soulless zombies from overseas law schools.

my favourite thing about law school is: The dark humour that abounds 
in lecturers and students alike. That and Taste.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Been an infinitely more wide-eyed 
and optimistic politics student.

if i could change something about law school it would be: More 
diverse courses for students, outside of the corporate field. Contemporary topics 
like terrorism law and e-communications law are notably absent.

i will probably be remembered for:  Being wonderfully idealistic. And for 
my red bull consumption.

at law school i learned the most from: Peter Gerangelos. No, really.

the most important thing i got out of law school is:  Connections, lots of it!

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  Two sheep, a goat and sleep

the best class to sleep in has been: Admin law, thanks to the soothing voice of a lecturer who shall remain 
unnamed

after graduating the next step for me is:  Saving the world from injustice! World peace! Any other words 
that conjure up liberals and butterflies and flowers! 

In reality: life as a bureaucrat

my biggest regret is:  Buying most of my textbooks.

what got me through law school was:  red bull, lots and lots of it.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Never underestimate the power of red bull. 

Also, law students and lawyers are crushingly pessimistic.

s h i r l e y  w o n g

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: To prefer underlining my textbooks with a 
pencil rather than highlighting - it feels wrong to permanently mark such expensive blocks of ink and paper.

my favourite quote from law school is: “pens down - your time is up.” 

my favourite experience at law school was: Spending my last semester on exchange at the Netherlands (at 
least so far it has been).

my favourite thing about law school is: That classes are never scheduled on a Friday.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have: Tried for commercial piloting.

if i could change something about law school it would be: To cut down the amount of required readings.

i will probably be remembered for:  Something not overly embarrassing, hopefully.

at law school i learned the most from: Lecturers who make classes interesting (e.g. Peter Gerangelos, Ross 
Anderson). Also, fellow students outside the exam hall fervently trying to recite/clarify the entire course before walking in.

the most important thing i got out of law school is:  My friends! 

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  My reputation  - there’s a certain stigma attached to Sydney 
Law School that non-law friends don’t let you forget.

the best class to sleep in has been: I don’t understand - it’s actually much more comfortable to just not attend 
class and sleep elsewhere.

after graduating the next step for me is:  Entering the big bad world of Corporate Law.

my biggest regret is:  Not getting coffee often enough, such that the staff at Taste recognises me and puts free 
items with my order.

what got me through law school was:  Knowing that everyone around me was going through the same thing. 

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: It’s much more important to study smart than to 
study hard.
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K e l l y  x i a o

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: Define everything. If it looks like a duck, quacks 
like a duck, and tastes like a duck. Is it really a duck?

my favourite quote from law school is: With power and privilege comes responsibility, so drink responsibly 
everyone! 

my favourite experience at law school was: Laughing with my friends; SULS Exec 2011 (shout out to the 
SULS Retirees Breakfast Club!); 2012 Social Justice Road Trip to Dubbo, Griffith and the sunny pub in Orange.

my favourite thing about law school is: Surrounded by supremely intelligent people with sharp wits,dry 
laughs and big hearts.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Become a wet nurse or something.

if i could change something about law school it would be: More jurisprudence subjects. Jokes! perhaps 
more international law subjects, more practical placements (as law jobs are so hard to find without legal experience) and 
more mental health awareness events.

i will probably be remembered for:  Loud laughs, fun jokes, distinctive radio personality voice and face (haha), 
my height (or lack of) and a real passion for social justice, food and love for life.

at law school i learned the most from: Inspiring lecturers, fellow classmates and law TV shows (Boston Legal, 
rake, Crownies, Silk etc).

the most important thing i got out of law school is:  How to think critically and never take no for an 
answer (you can always get down to a maybe, or ok, or yes).

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  Time for myself. remember! Always take time for yourself 
because you come  first!

the best class to sleep in has been: Where should I start?

my biggest regret is:  No regret! Every mistake is a lesson! Be positive and the world is your oyster!

what got me through law school was:  Support from my loving family - I couldn’t do it without the unconditional 
support and love from my parents, and my brother’s dry humour. They constantly remind me that there are bigger things 
out there than law school. Law school is merely a tool for me to take up greater challenges in the future (sentimental but 
true). Look at things in perspective and the rest will be a fun ride!

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Take care of yourself, and take care of each other. 
Human life is fragile and most precious. Without health and energy, our knowledge ceases to be useful and influential. 
The biggest obstacle is yourself. Conquer yourself and you can be the voice you want to be.

h a r r y  y a n

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: I now know more legal jargon to annoy my 
non-lawyer friends.

my favourite experience at law school was: Studying law.

my favourite thing about law school is: Studying law

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Studied something else?

if i could change something about law school it would be: Eject all the hipsters and private school kids.

i will probably be remembered for: Being a very good student. In addition I have 100pc attendance.

at law school i learned the most from: The lecturers.

the most important thing i got out of law school is:  A law degree.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed: A few goats and virgins, and the occasional human heart.

the best class to sleep in has been: I never sleep in class. (Nor have I ever drunk a single cup of coffee!)

after graduating the next step for me is:  A grad job.

my biggest regret is:  Not studying more.

what got me through law school was:  My good and strong legs, which carried me throughout the law school.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Contained in all the law lectures I attended.
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n i c K l a u s  y a p

my favourite experience at law school was: Meeting some really great people who will hopefully become 
lifelong friends and with whom I can one day share this yearbook and reminisce about the good ol’ days when life was 
simple.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Become a professional basketball player (probably an unemployed one) or 
worked in the finance industry somewhere or perhaps become a psychologist, photographer, architect or graphic designer. 
I was never really sure what I wanted to do until I enrolled in law and discovered I really liked it.

if i could change something about law school it would be: Moving lectures and seminars out of the 
windowless, underground bunkers and into the opulent, brightly-lit staff rooms above.

i will probably be remembered for:  Being (falsely) accused of having a “harem of Asian girls” who follow me 
around all day.

the most important thing i got out of law school is:  A clearer understanding of what is truly important 
to me and an appreciation for the simpler things in life, like relaxing with friends in a food court without worrying about 
anything.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  Countless hours trying to reference perfectly and cut out 
words from an essay to meet the unnecessarily strict word-limits. I have also sacrificed a ridiculous amount of highlighters 
and a lot of sleep.

the best class to sleep in has been: I have never actually fallen asleep in class but I shall add it to my list of 
things to do before the end of semester. Classes that start at 9AM seem perfectly suited for this.

after graduating the next step for me is: To take a deep breath and savour the moment as I venture forth 
into the cold, harsh reality of adulthood.

my biggest regret is:  Choosing harder elective subjects that I was really interested in rather than easy WAM-
boosting subjects about saving whales or something.

what got me through law school was:  Some amazing friends and, to a lesser extent, the fear of unemployment.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Friends and family are far more important than 
grades or money. I hope that I will still remember that 20 years from now.

r e b e c c a  y i n  t a n

my favourite quote from law school is: “Nemo dat quod non habet.” 

NB: I interpreted the term ‘favourite’ very lightly.

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  Finished university two years ago.

if i could change something about law school it would be: 
Cleaner toilets?

i will probably be remembered for:  Apparently being a nerd - complete 
lies!

at law school i learned the most from: Resources: Google.com 

Lecturers: Gerangelos and Glister!

the most important thing i got out of law school is:  Coffee, or 
rather caffeine, is important for the day-to-day wellbeing of a Law student.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  My posture - carrying 
law books that weigh a tonne has not been a back-friendly exercise.

the best class to sleep in has been: public Law and its UoS successors in 4th year.

after graduating the next step for me is:  Travel!

what got me through law school was:  The people! 

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: “Time flies when you’re having ‘fun’”. 

Where did these past 5 years go?!
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J o h n  z h a n g

the quirkiest habit i have developed from law school is: There is 
always a casebook in my bag.

my favourite quote from law school is: “The amount of readings 
done appears to be inversely proportional to the amount of readings set.”  - ross 
Anderson, private International Law B.

my favourite experience at law school was: dixon’s judgments, 
denning’s comments.

my favourite thing about law school is: The fact that you can never 
get to the Law Library directly from the seminar rooms, yet there is a tunnel from 
Fisher which allows annoying non-law students to conveniently come and take 
every seat in the Law Library!

if i hadn’t studied law i would have:  I would have studied a teaching 
degree and become a teacher working only 5 days a week from 9 to 3 with holidays 
whenever school term ends.

if i could change something about law school it would be: The bell curve.

i will probably be remembered for:  The guy who, in Foundations class, advocated for making asylum seekers 
run on treadmills to generate electricity. And later studied Refugee and Forced Migration with Mary Crock.

at law school i learned the most from: Peter Gerangelos.

the most important thing i got out of law school is:  Legal practitioners are immune from professional 
negligence actions.

during my time at law school i have sacrificed:  An even greater amount of time.

the best class to sleep in has been: Nicola Franklin’s Admin class - her voice, her lecture notes.

after graduating the next step for me is:  Working insanely long hours and bill clients for all that time I 
spent reading cases at Law School.

my biggest regret is:  Citing Shelfer v City of London Electric Lighting [1895] in my torts assignment.

what got me through law school was:  The ability to type fast.

the most valuable lesson i learnt at law school was: Not every Kirby judgment is a dissenting judgment.



117


