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material published in Blackacre please refer to the editors’ lack of salary and your lack of humour.
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“Treat this like a practice exam.”
— Old Law School Proverb.



We’ve seen some truly strange things over the years. Law School brings out the best and worst, loudest and 
quietest, relaxed and most anxious in all of us. In the same day we are vulnerable to meltdowns in the heinous 
bathrooms and sweet episodes of quiet pride because of a high mark we feel we didn’t deserve (we did). Our 
mouths are full with baguettes and our brains with case law. We sleep on the couches and in the library and 
in class and with each other. We know who the pretentious class contributors are, the quiet achievers, the 
staggering all-rounders, the next judges, DPPs, partners and prime ministers. We complain about others, 
but who are we kidding, no one here is dumb. Not really. We’re all lucky to be apart of this community, and 
everyone has had that moment of leaning back and feeling pretty stoked that we got into the Sydney Law 
beltway and didn’t fuck it up. Blackacre tries to capture some of this rich experience, alternatively weighing 
the issues and taking the piss. Thanks to everyone who contributed and lent a hand, it’s been wonderful.

Alistair Stephenson
Editor-in-Chief

Bronte Lambourne
Editor

Laura Precup
Editor
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The launch of another Blackacre means we are coming to the end of 
another academic year – and that always brings a little sadness for me.  
Many of the students whom I have come to know (if only a little) 
through their advocacy for student issues on SULS, or volunteering at 
faculty events, or as brilliant mooters, or from engagement in my own 
classes, will now be disappearing off into the big wide world.

But then, the end of a year also brings a little of the excitement of 
anticipation: what will these brilliant creatures be doing next?  Will 
I see them popping up on television screens (I do have some former 
students who are now celebrities). Will they call back in to say hello 
when they are on sabbaticals from their own academic posts in the 
world’s great universities (I do look forward to the occasional visit from 
the Cambridge don who took a couple of my classes some years ago).  
Will I be meeting up for coffee in the city, to talk through some of 
the issues in an argument they are proposing to run in a court case, 
possibly as instructing solicitor, or as counsel? Will they call in to see 
me for comment on a policy paper they are preparing for a government 
enquiry?  And I guess some of my colleagues teaching in the international 
law subjects could add former students working for UN agencies, and 
NGOs around the world.

Thinking about this year’s graduands also gives me pause to think about 
my own cohort (the final year class in 1994). So many of them are doing 
amazing things now, in all sorts of occupations around the globe. Last I 
heard of the SULS president in my final year (Manoj Murugan), he was 
advising on infrastructure projects in Myanmar. If there is one certainty 
at times like this, when everyone is finishing up here and taking on the 
next challenge in life, it is that Sydney Law School graduates go on to 
do wonderful things with their lives.  

All my very best wishes to you all. 

Joellen Riley
Dean, Sydney Law School

Foreword.
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If you went to law school expecting to meet 
a young Atticus Finch, Erin Brockovich, Saul 
Goodman or Bob Loblaw, I think we can only 
assume that after three to seven years at Sydney 
Law School, you’re thoroughly disappointed. 
With as much accuracy – and as little civility – as 
possible, the seven people you will meet at that 
unique institution we call the Sydney Law School.1

Without further ado, Blackacre presents:

The Sydney Standard
So generic and plentiful you’d almost think there 
are little factories in the north shore and eastern 
suburbs pumping them out, the Sydney Standard 
is always decked out in the most laidback casual 
clothing (dad’s) money can buy (Country Road 
bag optional). After receiving an undergraduate 
degree in shampoo and dog food cocktails at one 
of Sydney University’s many fine colleges, they 
usually go on to make the painful transition to 
independent living in an apartment owned by their 
parents (rent optional).

Biggest achievements: participating in some sort of 
African-village-building scheme in the uni holidays; 
scoring a lucrative job despite a noticeable lack of 
HDs or Ds on their transcript thanks to a fortunately-

positioned father or uncle.

The High Schoolers
These are the girls who never left high school. They 
still hang around in little cliques, engage in power 
struggles and borderline psychological bullying of 
others in their group (despite the fact that the law 
school age range is 22-35 and not, say, 16), look 
at all other students as if they are lower life-forms, 
and instagram every boring occurrence of their day 
(#granola #outfitoftheday #redlips). To the High 
Schoolers, every day is law ball day, and there is 
never an occasion where it is not appropriate to 
demonstrate a new outfit in the law library for all 
to see.

Natural environment: the law lawns – an excellent 
backdrop for any and all instagram photos 
#sydneylaw.

The Humanitarian
The Humanitarian may be entering law school at 
a tender age, with big dreams of heading off to the 
UN or the World Bank after graduation – or they 
may have done all of that stuff already, and are just 
at law school for the purpose of racking up another 
achievement. The Humanitarian, as their name 

The Seven People You
Meet In Law School

N I C O L E  D O U G H T Y
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would suggest, excels at the international law type 
subjects, battles epically with contracts, and, like 
a Miss America contestant, always has the perfect 
answer ready when asked why they chose to study 
law (only instead of ‘world peace’, it’s ‘human 
rights!’). Clerkships season will generally go 
straight over the Humanitarian’s head as they are 
too busy saving the refugees or doing an internship 
in a remote Northern Territory community. You 
therefore find it easy to love the Humanitarian 
because they have zero interest in ever working in 
law, and will therefore never compete with you for 
the sandwiches at a clerkship presentation.

Commendable qualities: a willingness to work for 
free in a series of unpaid internships at NGOs while 
everybody else sells out to become a photocopying bitch 
at a small commercial firm.

The Creeper
Maybe you’ve never seen the Creeper – usually 
lurking in high traffic areas like the library, the 
Taste Baguette line, or the law building foyer – 
because if you are not one of his2 victims, you’ll 
generally fly under the Creeper’s radar. The Creeper 
doesn’t have a set uniform; he may be in casual 
clothes, he may be bizarrely wearing a suit every 
single time you witness him lurching from one 
library seat to the next in an attempt to latch 
onto an unsuspecting student. If you’re a young 
woman, it pays to not be friendly to the Creeper 
in a misguided effort to be polite, because once the 
Creeper gets his hooks into you and decides you 
are his seat buddy for every subject you have in 
common, it takes months of concerted avoidance 
to pry them loose.

Tactics for avoidance: never enter the law building 
alone unless absolutely necessary, and if such an 
appearance is unavoidable then sunglasses and 
earphones must be worn at all times.

The Dark Horse
Anybody could be the Dark Horse – the quiet 

guy you sat next to in CCP, the girl who never 
seems to attend Equity, or your good friend who 
happens to have the worst lecture notes you’ve 
ever seen – but the defining characteristic of the 
Dark Horse is that, come results time, they pull up 
with the most goddamn impressive marks you’ve 
ever seen, and no-one ever has any idea how they 
do it. It’s difficult not to feel personally insulted 
when the Dark Horse scrounges notes off you two 
days before an exam and then kicks your arse in 
the subject, but ultimately, you have a grudging 
respect for their ability to rote learn, regurgitate, 
and spit out HDs with such consistency. The Dark 
Horse is the antithesis of that annoying girl in the 
front row who never shuts up with questions (and 
corrections) for the lecturer, but whose academic 
results pale in comparison to those of the Dark 
Horse.

Likely career trajectory: continuing to be a Dark 
Horse throughout life by attaining partnership and 
completing doctorates at lightning speed, while those 
around them wonder what just happened.

The North American Slacker
If you’re in a class with a lot of Juris Doctors, you 
will have encountered a number of our delightful 
northern hemisphere cousins from the USA and 
Canada. From referring to uni as ‘school’ and 
expecting nap time between lectures, this student 
appears to be on a three year long hiatus from life. 
Their study in Australia is obviously funded by a 
rich parent back home, which gives the NAS free 
reign to do as they please. Get stoned the night 
before an exam? Check. Tour Kakadu National 
Park smack bang in week 3 of semester? Check. 
Turn up at uni without a laptop, books, or a course 
outline? Check, check, check.

Trademark moves: posting requests on Facebook for 
study notes, room locations and the names of the 
subjects they are supposed to take that semester.

Blackacre | 7



The Greatest People You Will Ever Meet
No article about law school would be complete 
without a gushy testimonial about the wonderful 
people you do in fact meet there – and this one is 
no exception. In law school, you will meet people 
fresh out of high school, those who’ve just moved 
back after a twenty-year career overseas, musicians, 
mothers, those with staggering similarities to you, 
and those who couldn’t be more different. These 
people will become your closest friends. New Years 
Eves will be spent on beaches with these people, 
law balls will be attended (and left in disgust at 
the lack of alcohol), overseas trips will be planned, 
and your perspective in life will be fundamentally 
changed from the relationships you form in that 
shiny new glass building.

Best qualities: the fact that, in the midst of 100% 
closed-book exams and ever-narrowing job prospects, 
their friendship manages to make the entire experience 
seem worth it.

Of course, as in any faculty, there are more types 
than I could possibly hope to name in one article – 
I’ve shamefully neglected to profile the law library 
socialiser (because you’re not really studying unless 
you’re seen to be studying), the student politician 
(because you never know when Abbott might 
check your Facebook statuses to check you’ve 
posted the appropriately offensive right-wing 
sound bite!), and the dropouts (what happened to 
all those people who walked out of the first year 
Foundies exam shall forever remain a mystery). 
But sadly I’ve been given a 1,000 word limit which 
I am already way over for this article, and I’ve 
probably also exceeded even my mean quota for 
the day.

To the class of 2014: it’s been a terrific experience 
studying with you, and if I’ve offended any of you 
with the above descriptions, I’m not at all sorry. 
As a wise person once said, stuff does happen, 
stuff will keep happening, and there is no point 
becoming upset over a mere typhoon in a teacup.
Goodbye and good luck.

1 All characters appearing in this work are fictitious. Any resemblance to real persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental.
2 Before you scream ‘misandry!!!’ – the creeper is always a man. Always.
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How long have you worked at Taste?
I’ve been with Taste Baguette since 2009 - before 
many of you began at Sydney University. The day I 
started, Taste was a humble little coffee cart in the 
area you normally line up. I was a sandwich hand 
and did toast back then. It sucked at first but then 
I started to enjoy it. Then I rose through the ranks 
and now do a bit of everything! I have Taste to thank 
for my husband, who I met here.

What’s the most annoying thing about law students?
This doesn’t apply to law students alone but in 
general - students who queue up but aren’t ready 
to order. Not sure if you’ve seen the Taste line. It’s 
really long. We try to serve everyone as quickly as 
possible but those that aren’t ready add to the delay 
in service!

What do you like most about the Taste customers?
Students, lecturers, admin staff all start off as 
customers but as the days go by they become 
friends. We’re a part of people’s daily routines and 
we definitely love seeing regular customers. Another 
thing to point out is people with higher positions 
like the VC and the Deans come and order at the 
takeaway counter and they’re always super relaxed 
and laid back compared to other people.

What’s the most common food item, or coffee that they 
order? The coffee and pastry deal is our winner.

Any memorably funny stories?
It’s not funny for me, but I tend to forget the names 
of people who look at me like I’ve written it down 
a million times. Which I have. So there’s no excuse. 
It’s embarrassing.

Thanks Kelly.
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Priyanka Acharya
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Excessive use of acronyms when typing up lecture notes.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“God you’re all so lucky to have me as a lecturer. I charge an arm 
and a leg as a consultant!” – Peter Gerangelos

[John Stumbles on discussing Eberle’s Hotels v Jonas & Brothers]
Student: Jonas Brothers is a boy band
Stumbles: What do you mean? Like a band of males? I do tell you 
I read the Sun Herald for popular culture but it’s not a complete 
source of information in this area so I do thank you for that. That’s 
a story I can tell at home tonight.

What was the best thing about law school?
Great friends, inspiring teachers, fun socials and 2-day timetables.

... and the worst? 
Learning the STUVAC routines of my fellow classmates, including: 
caffeine pills for breakfast, 10 long blacks a day, spoonfuls of plain 
wasabi to stay awake, and complaints of (I quote) “I’m stressed that 
I’m not stressed enough!” That, combined with the concept of bell-
curving!

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I would have settled for my Commerce degree and then completed 
my Masters.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Get everything in writing!

What are your next steps after graduating?
Starting work at Bank of America Merrill Lynch as an Investment 
Banking graduate.
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Brienna Anderson
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Not drinking coffee

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Just because you win your first big case, doesn’t mean you should 
go and write a book about it”- David Rolph on Malcolm Turnbull

Anything else David Rolph has ever said!

What was the best thing about law school?
Japanese Law trip; Cambridge trip; Chris Pile; David Rolph; Laura 
Precup; Alistair Stephenson; Nick Simpson and Margherita Roser

... and the worst? 
Closed book exams; Law building bathrooms

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Dedicated my life to getting into the Guinness Book of World 
Records

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Always read the terms and conditions. Half the people in law are 
nutjobs

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
My social life around exam time

What are your next steps after graduating?
Working out how I can get in the Guinness Book of World Records

Maree Andresakis
Bachelor of Laws
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Ray Yee Latt Aye
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
My tendency to qualify a person’s opinion by finishing his or her 
sentence with words such as ‘provided that’, ‘except where’, ‘only if ’ 
and ‘unless’.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
Maxims of Equity such as ‘equity regards as done that which ought 
to be done’ and ‘he who seeks equity must do equity.’

What was the best thing about law school?
The whole package of being at Sydney Law School – the location, 
the weather, the campus, the facilities, the lectures and seminars, the 
academics, the cohorts, the reputation and the opportunities.

... and the worst? 
Encountering a long queue at TASTE when you are desperately in 
need of caffeine in the afternoon between classes.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Still stick to the corporate world playing number games or would 
have moved on to the entrepreneurial world taking on risky 
ventures.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
The importance of using plain English and being concise.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
A long list of things that can easily fill up this page.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Finish up the MLF at Oxford, get admitted, and start working at an 
international legal firm in Singapore.
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Conor Bateman
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
An uncanny ability to perfectly time a Beat-The-Q order.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
The specifics fail me but it’s probably something from Rolph.

What was the best thing about law school?
Law Revue, definitely. An oasis in the middle of a desert filled with 
dull readings.

... and the worst? 
Probably Real Prop. That, or Equity.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Continue studying literature and film.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Never underestimate how long it takes to do referencing.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Finding a job that doesn’t require my law degree. Wish me luck.

Linda Baranov
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Saving computer documents every few seconds

What was the best thing about law school?
The people!

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
A good person - most likely working with children

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
How to attack a problem in a linear and logical manner

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
My sanity - but on the bright side, I have a law degree!

What are your next steps after graduating?
Travel then lawyering
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Shanthakumar Bannirchelvam

Bachelor of Laws
What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Doing pushups at 3am in the morning to stay awake while pulling 
an all-nighter!

What was the best thing about law school?
Definitely the friends I made here. I’m grateful to have had the 
company of so many people who truly inspire and humble me with 
their achievements, values and zest for life!

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Continuing in the military as an Army Officer.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
To be like a coffee bean - when under pressure, give out my best!

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Time with my family who are based in Melbourne, whose support 
and understanding I am ever grateful for.

What are your next steps after graduating?
I will be headed up to London to work at Herbert Smith Freehills 
in March 2015. I’m very thankful for the opportunities and 
experiences law school provided me!

Matthew Barry
Bachelor of Laws A keen intellect, Matthew has been a model student during his 

time at the Sydney Law School. While educated in political 
economy, his transition to the law has been a smooth one. 
Matthew’s areas of expertise include, but are by no means 
limited to, contractual remedies, the use of estoppel as a 
sword (not a shield) and the identification of fusion fallacies. 
Matthew’s thesis on the role of the seat in international 
arbitration is a must read for budding young scholars in cross-
border commercial arbitration. I have no doubt that Matthew 
will be a force in the law in years to come.  — David Monteith
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Brooklyn Bergaidis
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Cleaning; you know your result will be the same everytime...clean. 
As opposed to answering a problem question.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“I could have googled that shit” said Lisa Von Schonstein.

What was the best thing about law school?
Spending ages learning about a complex legal principle, only to read 
on and find out it no longer applies.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Med school.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Survival takes whiskey, cigars, and the occasional breakdown.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Intelligence agent

Catherine Black
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
What weird habits? I’m a law student, I’m like totally normal...

What was the best thing about law school?
The other students, and the lovely staff of the Carslaw coffee cart!

... and the worst? 
Walking into a fabulous glass building in the sunlight, and heading 
straight down to a windowless basement lecture theatre.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Good coffee will get you through anything!

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Any free time I thought I had.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Firstly, celebrating! Then I’m hoping to be a lawyer.

Blackacre | 15



Alice Blain
Juris Doctor

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Oh my god, I fully haven’t studied at all for this exam”. Pahhhh-
lease!

What was the best thing about law school?
Meeting the greatest bunch of people who made this whole 
experience worthwhile.

... and the worst? 
The consistently deplorable state of the law school toilets.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Nothing - law is my life. Jokes, probably finally runaway with the 
circus.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Always wash new underwear before you wear it - torts 101.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
My sanity and a lot of money.
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Nick Boyce
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Being a different latin personality every time I order coffee.

What was the best thing about law school?
The abundance of natural light (except in any classroom).

... and the worst? 
The toilets- they are too clean and it makes me question my own 
housekeeping skills.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Try and get into law, or teach classical dance.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Never be too resolute in your opinions and don’t make assumptions 
about anything or anyone.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
A sense of calm and inner peace. And the beautiful city of 
Auckland.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Go to the Camel Beauty Pageant in Abu Dhabi

Nick Boyce was infinitely charming and friendly, even if that meant introducing himself to you a 
second time. — Laura Precup
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When I started law school, I knew exactly what I 
wanted to be.

I would be a multi-lingual, freedom fighter/
diplomat/social justice warrior, saving the earth 
one legal/political problem at a time. I had read 
Lisa Pryor’s ‘The Pinstripe Prison’ from cover to 
cover and KNEW that I would never EVER cross-
my-heart-and-hope-to-die, become one of those 
soul-sucking corporate big wigs who laughed at the 
poor.

I mean, come on – they probably killed puppies in 
their spare time, too. 

So when Penny Crossley in my first year tort 
tutorial chuckled (not meanly, but wisely) when 
most of the class put up their hands to indicate 
that they wanted to be a human rights lawyer 

or diplomat, I smiled to myself (well, internally 
anyway, I was too scared of Penny at that stage to 
ACTUALLY smile). I thought: “She doesn’t know 
me – I know me – and I KNOW that I’m going to 
be a multi-lingual, freedom fighter, diplomat/social 
justice warrior.”

Three years later and, as is the way with many a 
Sydney Law student, I was swotting up on why 
I wanted to immerse myself in a truly globally-
focused-banking-finance-corporate firm with 
excellent work life balance and diversity; I was 
working the net at those cocktail evenings, like 
no net had ever been worked before; shoving my 
legs into flesh coloured ‘grandma stockings’ for 
interview days; and gossiping obnoxiously in class 
about how many students the top three/six/eight 
were taking that year.

Ye Who Enter, Abandon All Hope?

M E L I S S A  C H E N

Sydney Law Students and Careers in Corporate Law
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In other words, I became a sell-out, corporate hack. 

So what changed? 

Three things. 

First, I grew up. I honestly had no idea about 
anything to do with the legal profession when 
I started as a fresh-faced 19-year-old in 2010. 
I probably thought that there was a graduate 
position for “human rights lawyer” that I could 
apply for at seek.com.au. Nope. 

Secondly, I learned to appreciate the value of any 
and every professional legal experience. While 
some (cynical) people view the clerkship as a 
glorified social experience, the reality was that I 
learned more in that 10 weeks than I had in 3 years 
of various volunteer and paralegal-type jobs. At the 
biggest firms, you are surrounded by some of the 
brightest legal minds in the industry, and working 

on tasks so different to what you have previously 
worked on, can only increase your aptitude in 
the law. It was a thoroughly enjoyable and useful 
experience that I will never forget, and always 
appreciate. 

Thirdly, I realised that my future, long-term career 
is not necessarily determined by something I do for 
10 weeks at the age of 23. 

The corporate clerkship experience is certainly 
NOT the be all and end all of commencing a legal 
career. There are clearly many pathways to your 
desired career, legal or otherwise, and the corporate 
clerkship is just one of them. I guess all you have to 
do is believe in yourself that, no matter what turns 
your career takes, you will have the guts and drive 
to end up where you want to end up: whether that 
be with a glass of scotch with your harbour-side 
view, or fighting for justice at the coal face.  
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Laura Brotodihardjo
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Always being able to make an excuse for not studying.

What was the best thing about law school?
Definitely the people and all the friendships made. JD 2012- 2014 
was an amazing tight-knit cohort that went through it all together!

... and the worst? 
Endless readings, referencing, stressing out before exams, and 
dealing with administration.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
There’s not always one right answer... “it depends”

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Many many hours of sleep.

Laura, where can I begin? I have so much to 
thank you for. You’ve been such a great friend 
throughout these few years and our friendship has 
developed into something that will last a lifetime. 
I am a strong believer that everything happens 
for a reason and law school has shown me that 
although times may get tough, if you have the 
right people around you, you will get through 

it. Although our experience cannot be easily 
explained to others and our memories will always 
be something we share I am glad that we both 
chose USYD Law and had the opportunity to 
meet. Everyone needs to find our place wherever 
they go and I definitely found mine when we 
became friends. — Nicole Jirathammakul 

Thank you for being you (and being such 
an amazing person). Your bubbly and warm 
personality is so infectious - it honestly brightens 
up my day. You always make me laugh. Being 
friends with you meant that law school was much 
less stressful and I looked forward to going to 
class! I was able to enjoy it so much more. We 

have so many memories together that I can’t even 
begin to list them here, I’ll leave that for another 
time. But I do want to thank you for being so 
understanding of my passions (and quirks), you 
are always supportive and encouraging so thank 
you and please keep being just the way you are. — 
Shirley Xue Er Liu
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Michael Burrell
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
I reckon I am the only law student that uses the hardcopy law 
reports in the library.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
‘A law exam is like Shane Warne bowling into the rough, you don’t 
know whether it will turn or remain straight’ - Michael Skinner, 
contracts.

What was the best thing about law school?
Being taught by inspiring lecturers like Michael Skinner, John 
Stumbles and Peter Gerangelos.

... and the worst? 
Referencing.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Worked in politics.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Being more open minded.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
A lot of weekends.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Take a few months off from law, and then start again in March next 
year as a grad at Herbert Smith Freehills.

Michael has been my exam buddy from day 1 and 
I knew I could always count on him instead of 
memorising my exam seat number. He’s always 
been a great neighbour to have in exams and in 
class and I’ve had some of the best times in law 
school with him, creating catchy nicknames, 

mimicking accents and everything else in 
between. I also probably had the most cIasses with 
him during the entire degree and he has always 
put up with random antics and endless chatter – I 
couldn’t have asked for a better buddy! —Laura 
Brotodihardjo
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Anthea Burton
Bachelor of Laws

What is your favourite quote from law school?
Pacta sunt servanda - no clue what it means.

What was the best thing about law school?
Fire alarms in 100% closed book exams.

... and the worst? 
Students inability to aim for, and flush, the toilet.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
The lyrics to Total Eclipse of the Heart.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Retirement.

If it wasn’t for Anthea I wouldn’t have made it 
through law school. In fact we synced our entire 
timetables so we could get through it together.
Anthea is one of those rare super humans who can 
do it all. She’s gone on exchange twice, Directed 
Law Revue, represented usyd at uni games and 
played every interfaculty sport. You’ll remember 
her for her high-pitched voice, miniature size, and 
quirky sense of humour (for Revue she has dressed 

up as tangled ipod earphones with Sam Farrell 
as well as a giant chess Pawn). She also has the 
biggest dance face I have ever seen. Everyone who 
meets her can’t get enough of her. In 10 years time 
Anthea will be a few things - a partner at a major 
law firm, Secretary-General of the UN, the head 
of a writers festival in Peru, and the next Cate 
Blanchett. Watch out world. — Emily Hartman
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Talia Calgaro
Bachelor of Laws

Talia enjoys defying all first impressions. 
Underneath the blonde, wild and outgoing party 
girl is a student known to camp out in the library 
for weeks on end, to work her non-existent 
butt off juggling jobs simultaneously at a law 
firm, multiple bars and a café while acing a full 
study load, paying rent and saving for her next 
adventure around the globe. She’s a science geek 
and fellow lord of the rings nerd yet seamlessly 

transforms into the life of any party. Fiercely 
independent and stubbornly opinionated with a 
fetish for random trivia and an incessant ability 
to parrot off lines from any of a range of sitcoms, 
she’s truly one of a kind. In 20 years time if 
she’s decided to shirk her destiny of becoming 
an eccentric cat lady she’s sure to be rocking the 
corporate world. — Bronte Lambourne

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Binding notes. No one should bind notes, they represent 
painstaking effort and sleepless nights – we shouldn’t idolise them.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“I’m going to feed you the milk, before I give you the meat” Petey 
G

What was the best thing about law school?
The four amazing people who completed me, AKA “the blonde 
brigade” … and Sophia.

... and the worst? 
My timetable requiring me to be underground for 9 hour days.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Become a chef, although I’m not ruling this out as a future career 
path. Depends if corporate life chews me up and spits me out.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Persist or perish.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Humility – during the clerkship process. Funds – for textbooks, 
law events, post-exam drinks. But truly, any sacrifices are trivial 
compared to the gains.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Employment, thank god. 
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Rebecca Campbell
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
I can no longer read novels. If it’s not about law, politics or current 
affairs, I just feel guilty.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
I don’t remember the exact words, but it was something Professor 
Kinley muttered while the class of Himalayan Field School 2013 
were sitting around a fire and swigging from a hip flask...something 
like ‘nobody really knows where they’re going in life, so stop 
worrying. Go with the flow, do what you love and you’ll be amazed 
where you might end up.’

What was the best thing about law school?
The people I met along the way. The most hilarious, intelligent, 
supportive, passionate, talented and downright crazy people I 
have ever met. I can’t wait to run into you all in the future and see 
where life has taken you, because I’m betting it will be somewhere 
amazing.

... and the worst? 
Realising there really are only 24 hours in each day, even though 
you’d need about double that to get everything done.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Development field work. Or, hanging around The Hague and 
pretending I work there until someone actually started giving me 
work to do.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Relax. You will never be perfect. You will not be able to do it all. 
You don’t need to give 100% every day. You don’t even need to do 
your very best. Chase happiness, not success - and don’t ever get the 
two confused.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Money, sleep, social life, sleep, exercise, sleep ... *yawn* ...

What are your next steps after graduating?
Long term plan? Save the world. Short term plan? Human Rights 
law would be a good start.
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Benjamin Carrozzi
Bachelor of Laws

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Good people do not need laws to tell them to act responsibly, 
while bad people will find a way around the laws” - Plato

What was the best thing about law school?
The closeness of the cohort, relative to the vast year group sizes in 
other faculties. I have made many good friends, and while teaching 
staff and subjects have changed, the familiarity of the group was a 
comforting constant. The numerous social events, stretching back to 
first year law camp, only served to strengthen these bonds.

Notwithstanding the competitiveness, there is a strong culture of 
community and sharing.

The friendly academic and non-academic law school staff, who are 
mostly happy and available to help when it’s needed.

Despite the building quality, the comfortably padded auditorium 
seating, and the rich, oak-inspired desks are a welcome contrast to 
the simplicity of the rest of the campus facilities.

... and the worst? 
Queues at Taste, late nights, falling behind in reading, the 
development of a strange, territorial affection for the Law Library, 
stuvac, and classes outside of the law school precinct.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I would have felt largely unfulfilled with my plain Commerce 
degree.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
If there is time to stress, all is not yet lost.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Many weekends, affordable food and coffee, and fashion sense.

What are your next steps after graduating?
I will be taking a few months off to travel through North and South 
America, before I start as a graduate with Norton Rose Fulbright in 
February 2015.
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Evan Casimatis
Juris Doctor

What is your favourite quote from law school?
‘He who seeks equity must do equity’

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Free time.

Gabrielle Chaikin
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Applying the “reasonable person” test to family and social 
circumstances.

What was the best thing about law school?
The moment in fourth year when I discovered the unkown 
bathrooms between seminar rooms 020 and 022. But most 
importantly, the close friends that I have made – you know who 
you are. I look forward to continuing our friendships in years to 
come!

... and the worst? 
Life before Beat the Q.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I would have been one of those annoying non-law students who 
take up a coveted seat in the lawbry.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Confirm everything in writing.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Travel, College of Law and then work in law overseas.

26 | Blackacre 



Anson Chan
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Even though they’re all available online for us... feeling incomplete 
if I forgot to bring my physical copy of a course outline to campus.

What was the best thing about law school?
Getting the opportunity to meet so many unique and talented 
individuals from all over the world.

Also, knowing that almost everyone was in the same boat as you 
when you started to fall behind in your readings.

... and the worst? 
When the UniSydney wifi goes down in the middle of a seminar?

All that excessive caffeine you needed to survive those late night 
study sessions.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
No matter how tough law school gets, you must be confident, work 
hard, remain objective and keep your eyes on the bigger picture.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Social life. Leaving family and friends behind in Toronto.

Always look forward and never look back or else you’ll miss the 
moments happening right in front of you. Remember that what’s 
important to you at home will always be there waiting for you in 
the end.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Becoming a hot shot lawyer like Harvey Spector!

Blackacre | 27



The Unionist 
The genuine do-gooders who are out to make a 
difference, not money. They have a social agenda, 
and they’re going to tell you about it even if you 
won’t listen. Their T-shirts speak louder than 
words. Please note, the campaign tees should 
perish with the hopes of failed electoral campaigns. 
They must be applauded for looking out for our 
best interests, even if it equates to an epic sartorial 
fail.

The Gym Junkie
This look is more common than failing Real 
Property. Ladies, no one is buying the fact you’ve 
just come from a gruelling workout when you 
arrive at uni fresh faced in coordinated Lululemon, 
Jac and Jack knit, Nike Frees and Harrods tote in 

hand. With not a hair out of place, it’s obvious the 
only sweat you broke was a mental one in your 
panic over whether everyone would believe you 
legitimately went to the gym. But a valiant effort. 
The most exercise you’ll get that day is running to 
get in line for your Soy Latte at Taste.

Clerkship Season
The typical clerkship ensemble aka I have an 
interview and I want everyone to know it. Coming 
to uni suitably suited, or in an A-line pencil skirt 
and patent kitten heels.

For the golden six they’re doing the power look: 
black suit, white shirt, bland tie. This look 
communicates one of two things, either regrettably 
they’ve come straight from a funeral (in which 

Law School’s Next Top Model

A N O N Y M O U S
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case, my heartfelt sympathies go out to you) or 
they’re going for the faceless, nameless I-have-an-
HD-average-which-should-get-me-hired-even-if-
my-personality-is-more-beige-than-wallpaper. We 
all know you had ample time before or after your 
interview to go home and get changed, it’s obvious 
you want everyone to know you got an interview 
and they didn’t. Like clerkship season (i.e. Hunger 
Games: Law School) isn’t depressing enough.
Note: the “boutique firm” interviewees must 
be commended as they dare to stray from the 
mandatory interview uniform - boldly rocking a 
pin stripe and even *gasp* a colourful sock. We get 
you’re quirky and different and so is the firm that 
might hire you. To all the bow tie wearers; hats 
off but you’re going to an interview not a Pee Wee 
Herman convention.

The Blogger 
The students that take one law subject a year, and 
spend the rest of their time gallivanting around the 
globe and sitting front row on every runway. We’re 
all in Cheap Mondays and Converse, so don’t act 
surprised when we notice you walk in wearing 
distressed YSL denim, an Isabel Marant check shirt 
and Max Mara coat. The reader in the Givenchy 
bag just rubs salt in the wound. You’re more likely 
to see these guys on a billboard than sitting next 
to you in class. Although hats off, managing a law 
degree and charming the pants off Anna Wintour 
simultaneously - I’m not sure which is harder.

The Layer-er
The law student who layers. This is the typical 
SYD2030-extra who lawyers and layers in order 
to get laid. They have the Country Road sweater 
over the MJ Bale shirt, over the mandatory relaxed 
chino (cuffs rolled of course). Boat shoes complete 
the look, although admittedly these may genuinely 
have been bought for the family yacht. The look 
they’re going for is devil may care meets mum 
bought this (…and ironed it too).

The Quiet Asian with Sweater
Don’t let her sweet and unassuming facial 

expression fool you, she’s here to take you down. 
She sits front row, and never has Hello-Kitty been 
such a sign of intelligence. HK equates to HD. The 
more HK accessories, the higher the marks. If you 
ever need to borrow a pen, guaranteed she’ll have 
half the current Smiggle stock on her person. 
 
The Mature Age Student 
They come to class with a lifetime of experience 
and stationery of the past - if you’re dipping you’re 
quill into an ink pot, just enjoy retirement guys! It’s 
a jungle out there already, and you’re like a shark 
in our wading pool with your mile long resume. 
We do get envious of your Kathmandu polar-fleece 
when winter comes. #foreverweatherappropriate

The Hot Nerd
Think Clark Kent meets McHugh J. They pull 
off plaid and denim effortlessly, with accidentally 
perfect hair (and grades to match). They ooze 
specs-appeal, and even better – those are 
legitimately prescription. We would all want to 
date them, but unfortunately they’ve all been 
snapped up and are in “deeply committed” 
relationships. What a shame. If only they knew 
their potential.

The North Shore Native
Think an ode to all things preppy and polished: 
Breton stripes, ballet flats and of course a 
Longchamp handbag. There may be a Ralph 
Lauren shirt (with a popped collar of course). 
You’ll see her with her college clicque. Oh the ties 
that bind.

xoxo
Judy O’Care
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Kevin Chang
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
I would collect as many sets of study notes as I could gather, from 
totally unknown sources with no assurance of quality. Having them 
gave me comfort that I wouldn’t have to resort to reading cases and 
thousand-pages-thick textbooks. However, this habit backfired once 
as I experienced ‘sabotage notes’ – perhaps proof that no law school 
is complete without some experience of malice!

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Are you a member of the Kuomintang?” (Chinese Nationalist 
Party), asked the constitutional law professor at Shanghai Winter 
School upon learning that I was born in Taiwan.

What was the best thing about law school?
Having not lived in Sydney for 10 years, the JD gave me an 
opportunity to move back to Australia and enjoy life in this glorious 
city again. However my law school highlight was definitely the 
four offshore learning experiences: Shanghai and Kyoto deep in 
the winter, tropical Malaysia and Indonesia in July, and an endless 
summer in Berlin. 

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I already had a career at the United Nations as a conflict mediator. I 
guess I would have continued that, and pondered whether I would 
ever fulfil my longstanding desire to work as a lawyer.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Reacquainting with this country after a decade abroad, and seeing 
the change in the Australian society and people. Law school 
forced me to step into the first world of smart phones, ultrabooks 
and apps. But no joke, law is really the most valuable all-round 
education one could ever get.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
I suspended a career at the UN to come back to law school. I don’t 
regret that one bit - there will always be jobs, but the law school 
window wasn’t going to stay open forever.

What are your next steps after graduating?
I’m working full-time as an investigator and conciliator at the 
Australian Human Rights Commission, facilitating just resolution 
of human rights and discrimination complaints. I’ve also just 
completed my lawyer admission course, and am half way through 
an LLM. On top of all that, I still have big plans for peace and 
justice in the world.
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Melissa Chen
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
The mandatory wearing of Ralph Lauren attire.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Stuff happens” [also my least favourite quote].

What was the best thing about law school?
Being surrounded by some of the brightest, most passionate young 
minds in the world; having the opportunity (in the final few years, 
at least) to harness ‘black letter’ legal knowledge to actually help 
people; Peter Gerangelos.

... and the worst? 
The Ivory Tower.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Studied medicine!

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
“This is a ruthless world and one must be ruthless to cope with it.”

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Sleep; a social life; sanity.

What are your next steps after graduating?
World domination. And sleep.

Realistically, to list Mel’s prizes and achievements 
would require a bit more space and, frankly, a few 
more words. Plus, I would be doing a disservice 
to my readers; indeed, in this LinkedIn age of 
ours, many of you would already be fully aware 
of Mel’s academic/professional rap sheet, and are 
probably more interested in ‘how she does it’. 
Unfortunately, there is no Limitless-esque drug 
behind all that success. She really is just that girl 
with that memorable laugh and wacky (often 
colourful) fashion sense. The only thing I would 
add is that Mel works hard. Really hard. Watching 
her go about her daily routine – getting up early, 
really early (usually an hour or two before me), 
doing some pre-work/class study, paralegaling at 
Freehills or researching for multiple barristers/

academics or preparing her PASS sessions (then 
‘facilitating’ those sessions) or simply attending 
class, then organising some social justice event (be 
it for SULS or for a legal centre, or both), before 
doing some post-work/class study and going to 
bed late, really late (usually an hour or two after 
me) – leaves me in constant awe. Then, she just 
gets up the next morning and does it all again. I 
don’t know what will become of Mel; she could 
do anything. Literally anything. But one thing 
we can be absolutely dogmatic about is that Mel 
will do something amazing. I’m confident that she 
will influence the world in some important and 
meaningful way, and we will all be better for it. —
Nicholas Condylis 
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Soo Young Choi
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
On the first day of the unit – as the lecturer introduces him/herself, 
I type his/her name on Linkedin. I check their credentials out. I 
subsequently feel comforted by the fact that at least two others in 
the room are doing the same.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Justice is not to be taken by storm. She is to be wooed by slow 
advances.” Benjamin Cardozo, Growth of the law (1924).

What was the best thing about law school?
The great friends and acquaintances that I have made over the years. 
And the reading weeks.

... and the worst? 
The elitism.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Attempt a career in psychology, ideally diagnosing the crazies as a 
clinical psychologist or teaching the little ones as an academic.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
That there are arguments to be made and definitions to be clarified 
for every single word in a sentence.

What are your next steps after graduating?
That is still to unfold – I am over at Europe for exchange at the 
moment, so I am staying hopeful for a job or an internship to 
take place here. Otherwise, I will plunge into the depths of the 
Australian job market upon my return.
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Helen Christinson
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Eating corn chips and ice- cream.

What was the best thing about law school?
All the amazing people I got to meet.

... and the worst? 
9 am lectures

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
That doesn’t even figure- I just think I would have ended up at law 
school- eventually...

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Always give yourself the time to perfect your argument

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Spare time... any spare time...

What are your next steps after graduating?
Working as a graduate lawyer at Signet Lawyers
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Hiu Tsing Gloria Chu
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Always thinking of precautions to avoid potential liability in life; 
Bringing spare highlighters, sticky notes and writing pads around 
all the time, even after lending some of those to others in class, still 
have more than enough for myself.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“The lesson to be taken from this class is probably “don’t sue for 
defamation”, because the negative publicity is likely to backfire. Just 
get a box of chocolate and a bottle of wine, cry it out and let it go.” 
- Prof. David Rolph

“Rights and prohibitions! “- Prof. Peter Gerangelos

What was the best thing about law school?
The inspirational people (professors, tutors, judges, guest speakers...
etc.) you get to meet in law school.

... and the worst? 
As an international student too intimidated to speak in first year, 
when the tutor dropped us a bomb during the Foundation of Law 
class, “Middle table!! Give me an answer!!!!!!” Worst moment ever.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Probably got career advice from church ministers and ended up 
studying theology.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
People treat you differently the instance they realise you’re at law 
school...better or worse, just absorb the admiration, jealousy, despise 
or hatred and be awesome instead.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Sleep, youth?

What are your next steps after graduating?
The Lord of the Rings movies marathon, binge watch some sitcoms 
and dramas, then get some sleep before PLT.
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Nick Cohen
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
The ability to be blow off all manner of activities to do university 
work, and still procrastinate for more time than leaving the house 
would have actually taken.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“That’s why you shouldn’t get involved in organised fun” - Anon

What was the best thing about law school?
Being in Professor Jennifer Hill’s Corporations Class.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
A social life.

What are your next steps after graduating?
A career in law.

A good friend, always ready to assist. Overflowing with valuable banter, no matter how questionable. 
— Kenneth Kurien

Allison Clark
Juris Doctor
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Xavier Collins
Bachelor of Laws

What is your favourite quote from law school?
‘We’ve heard from the rest...now it’s time for the best’ Tim Craven 
prior to delivering a tutorial presentation.

What was the best thing about law school?
Coulls v Bagots and the illustrious words of Windeyer J

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
In the words of Hugh Satts: “The odour of human rights sanctity 
is sweet and addictive. It is a comforting drug stronger than poppy 
or mandragora or all the drowsy syrups of the world. But the effect 
can only be maintained over time by increasing the strength of the 
dose.”

Like Phar Lap, Crowded House and Russell 
Crowe, the English-born-French-educated-New-
Zealand- bred Xavier Collins has become an 
adopted son of Australia. More specifically, an 
adopted son of Nexus Notes AustraliaTM. Xavier 
has risen to notoriety in Sydney Law School as 
the straight-talking, quick-witted, Flat-white- 
drinking Kiwi bloke with a love for Real Property 
and a killer instinct on the soccer pitch.Also he’s 
that guy who always asked questions in your 

class. Xavier is on the path to glory as a start-up 
entrepreneur, with connections in Uber, Nexus 
Notes and more. Some are calling him the ‘Steve 
Jobs of Surry Hills’. We’re not though. We’ve 
seen this guy with a Macbook. It ain’t pretty. But 
Xavier is a great mate and all- round top bloke, 
and we will miss having our lazy Thai lunches 
on King Street. I guess there are always business 
lunches next year. — Jackson Wright Smith
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Nicholas Condylis
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Reading the Commonwealth Law Reports over the summer break.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
‘The one good thing I have done in my professional life was (with 
the cooperation of two colleagues) write a book on Equity.’
- Roddy Meagher QC

What was the best thing about law school?
Meeting so many intelligent and hardworking people.

... and the worst? 
Having to compete with these people for marks and jobs.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Pursued a career in professional football a little further.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
That Dixon was the greatest judge to grace the High Court; and 
that Kirby wasn’t.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Phillip Street.

I could not have made it through law school 
without the love and support of my best friend, 
Nicholas. He taught me the true meaning of 
hard work, determination and humility. With 
his innate intelligence (and some might say, 

nerdiness) he opened my eyes to the better things 
in life like Dixon CJ, equity, and executive power. 
I have no doubt that Nicholas will go on to do 
amazing things throughout his legal career. — 
Melissa Chen
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First things first, Sydney Law is not Sydney 
Grammar School or Pymble Ladies College, 
but only because it’s in Camperdown. In every 
other respect, expect the same social myopia and 
tunnel-visioned-future: if you’re not aspiring to be 
a Partner at Mallies and indicted for white-collar 
crime by the time you’re 40, you’re not welcome.

In the name of social inclusion, I’ve been requested 
by the faculty to write a guide to surviving here – 
days before most of you graduate. 

Take heed of this advice. Whilst you can smile-
and-wave your way through Law School, leveraging 
dictionary.com to suss out whatever the fuck a 
lighted squib is, not all things that the Law School 
throws at you are so easily understood.

Lectures
Law School’s residents can be divided into two 
camps. If you can read this by yourself you’re in 
one of them. If every time you start this sentence, 
Wayne Courtney’s voice finishes it, you’re in 
another. 

The handful of students who sit attentively at the 
front of LT101, hanging onto every word, will 
go onto bigger and better things than you could 
ever imagine. Don’t be jealous, just be grateful 
your mind doesn’t ring with “You are E-N-T-J, my 
success is here to stay” as you go to sleep at night. 

Also, be nice – they’ll be High Court Justices and 
one day you’ll need a favour.

The Beginner’s Guide to
Social Etiquette at Law School

C H R I S T I N A  W H I T E
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Tutorials
While lectures reveal seating preferences, in your 
tutorials you witness how law students attempt to 
interact with other humans, up close and personal. 
Enter the full cast of crazies. 

I’ve met students who could quote passages of the 
Australian Constitution from memory; a boy who 
thought he was best placed to pick a fight with an 
international expert over semantics; and a girl who 
greeted people during clerkship season with “Hey, 
yeah I’m good, six” (the number of interviews she 
had been offered).

Most law students think it is impossible to move 
between tutorials, and proceed to spend their entire 
semester complaining about how inconvenient their 
tutorial time is. “Oh my god Sarah, if it runs over 
we’ll miss the start of Bikram.” If only law students 
could sweat out their egos.

Library
The Law Library houses one of Australia’s most 
sophisticated pieces of performance art. It’s only 
in your final year that you’ll learn that three out of 
four people in the library are in fact mime artists 
employed by the faculty to discourage happiness.

Appearance in this bear pit is everything. 
Law students can often be seen using all three 
components of the Apple suite; simultaneously 
checking their Facebook profiles on their 
MacBooks, iPads and iPhones – just in case their 
Mykonos photos don’t illuminate well on one retina 
display.

There was once a student with a Sony computer in 
the library… lol jokes. They were lying in a heap 
outside, near Victoria Park. Beating up Sony and 
Android users is the latest extracurricular activity 
top tiers are looking for. No one can hear your 
screams in the cone of silence.

Exams
… are shit. People go crazier than the time 
grandma’s pharmacist accidently swapped her 
valium with Viagra.

Graduation
I’m guessing it will be just the same as the rest 
of Law School – a lot of bullshit, and old people 
talking as you scroll through Facebook.
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Joanna Connolly
Bachelor of Laws
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Naomi Cooper
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
I laughed with everyone else in Torts & Contracts II when Helen 
Saunders said that we’d start associating places with cases, but 
sure enough now I do it too. Walking around the city is like a 
walking torts tour, with thoughts like “that’s the building whose lift 
collapsed”. A bottle of ginger beer is no longer just a ginger beer, 
and a trip to the doctor is now a question of disclosure and inherent 
risk. There’s the Westfield that tried to get an easement to go across 
land, rather than travel to the land.And don’t forget the Crisis 
Couriers you see around in their bright green livery - at least you 
now know they’re employees should one knock you over.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
Peter Gerangelos, on the value of constitutionalism: “First principle 
of a dictator: kill all the lawyers”.

What was the best thing about law school?
The people met and friendships made have been the best thing 
about law school. Law school is a fast-paced, high pressure 
environment and it takes someone who’s been there to understand 
what it’s like. I’ve really appreciated the odd mix of people that 
law school has given me the privilege to know - everything from 
extreme extroverts, quirky characters, coffee snobs (read: addicts), 
the-library-is-my- second-home type and many more. I look 
forward to bumping into you around the place for years to come!

... and the worst? 
As an international student too intimidated to speak in first year, 
when the tutor dropped us a bomb during the Foundation of Law 
class, “Middle table!! Give me an answer!!!!!!” Worst moment ever.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I still can’t explain why, but I always wanted to be a dentist...

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Work together. It’s always easier when you work as a team.

What are your next steps after graduating?
I’ll be working as a graduate at law at Harmers Workplace Lawyers.
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Rohan Corrigan
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
An addiction to passive smoking due to Kenneth Kurien

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“You wanna go for a toss after class?” -Winfield Glascock

What was the best thing about law school?
Torts + Contracts II

... and the worst? 
Losing the Gilbert + Tobin Federal Constitutional Mooting final to 
Ted Widmer

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Travelled

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Only be at your desk studying when you have to be

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
My eyesight

What are your next steps after graduating?
Keep enjoying the day to day and hopefully employment

A genuinely delightful friend, who patiently walked me through the economic wilderness of 
competition law. Never has someone’s expression of distaste for ignorance brought me so much joy. — 
Kenneth Kurien
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Tim Craven
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
I kiss my exam paper at the end of reading time.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“I hear they’re calling me MR Real Property/Torts&Contracts 
II/Intro to Property”—Ever humble (and totally non-victim of 
hubris), Xavier Collins

What was the best thing about law school?
Shanghai Winter School was a weird and fun time; Coulls v Bagots; 
David Hertzberg’s maniacal laugh the morning before a major 
assignment is due.; I imagine everyone is saying this but Professor 
Gerangelos’ wise interjections, a genuinely caring guy. Big shout out 
to Rayner Thwaites and Jennifer Hill too.; Met some great people in 
the latter years.

... and the worst? 
Missing Law Camp, Mike Power still doesn’t shut up about it 
to this day.; Any subject that didn’t cover Coulls v Bagots; Tute 
participation marks

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Professional Wrestler.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
It is cheaper to buy an entire Brother printer than to replace the 
toner.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
I eat like crap in STUVAC and am not sure if this gut is ever going 
away.
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Sophia Crouch
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Sydney Law School has taught me about 10% law, 90% weird 
verbal tricks that slightly reduce the word count.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“THAT IS FUCKED” - Nick Borger 2012

What was the best thing about law school?
By far the best and more rewarding thing about law school was 
being involved in the Sydney University Law Revue. It was in revue 
that I met some of my best friends, and I remain confident that the 
friendships I made will be long- lasting and of course constantly 
entertaining.

... and the worst? 
Exams? I secretly love exams.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Probably would have worked at Taste.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
How to procrastinate so effectively that you don’t even realise you 
are doing it.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
A regular sleep pattern.

What are your next steps after graduating?
A one-way ticket out of here
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Alex Cubis
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
The capacity to think that drinking 5 cups of coffee in a morning is 
normal.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
Anything from ‘Shit Law Students Say’.

What was the best thing about law school?
Being around very smart people everyday.

... and the worst? 
Being around very smart people erreday.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Work in film and TV. I’m doing that now though, but law’s helped 
me (indirectly) get there.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Dealing with frustration and disappointment is just as an important 
skill-set as any technique or body of knowledge you’d acquire 
during a degree.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Sleep. Fitness. Social life. Doesn’t make law school sound that fun 
does it? It’s all been worth it though.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Work at Mallesons. LOL Jks. Continue to develop and work in film 
and television projects. Use connections and contacts made in law 
school to finance and counsel said film and television projects.
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Andrew Davidson
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Never definitively answering anything. Certainly considering the 
reasoning behind different options, but no short definitive answers.

What was the best thing about law school?
Sitting on the lawns in the sunshine. Mixing with very interesting 
people all the time.

... and the worst? 
Sitting in the Lawbrary.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Grow up sooner.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Building skills is time consuming. Detail is important.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Considering becoming a lawyer.

Charlotte Davidson
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
An obsession with youtubes videos of cute animals.

What was the best thing about law school?
Learning from some the Australia’s most distinguished legal 
academics. Being within a cohort full of passionate, intelligent, 
funny and vibrant students.

... and the worst? 
The law library bathrooms during STUVAC.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Moved to Mexico. Joined the UN. A masters degree.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Double check everything, particularly exam timetables.

What are your next steps after graduating?
I am going to travel, to relearning the art of relaxation. Then hit the 
workforce.
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Nicholas Dennis Bachelor of Laws

It’s 2010 and shirts are on. After 
making a splash at Law Camp, 
Dennis remains satisfied with the year’s 
bicep development but is still building 
confidence for greater skin exposure.

2011: Channing Who? Dennis is 
rapidly taking up the mantle of male 
stripping icon. The shorts are getting 
shorter and the singlets strappier. 

…And its off. The juxtaposition of 
monochromatic tux and bronzed 
flesh is a tried and tested favourite for 
Dennis. 

In 2012 we see the introduction of an 
oiled veneer with a vacant, glazed stare 
perfectly complementing lacquered 
pectorials. 

In this pose we can glimpse some back 
action with the swelling lats coming 
into view. Abdominal definition is 
improving. The dream nears.

Dennis takes his exhibitionism to a 
higher level, literally. Arms are up and 
deltoids out.

And he’s done it. Nick Dennis Greek 
Adonis on the shores of the homeland 
itself.

Once again, Dennis eschews dress code 
in favour of fleshly glory. In 2014, a 
primal twist to a classic look.

Hopefully not too many burgers 
Nick…

A  B L A C K A C R E  E X C L U S I V E
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By now, at the cusp of finishing our degree, we are 
probably all too aware of the well-worn statistics – 
according to the Brain & Mind Research Institute’s 
2009 report ‘Courting the Blues: attitudes towards 
depression in Australian law students and legal 
practitioners’, 33% of law students suffer from 
some kind of psychological distress; 47% have 
experienced depression. And things only get worse 
once we enter the workforce.  

So what is it about being a law student that makes 
the struggle so real, for so many? 

I can’t help but feel that much of it is linked to 
academic results – marks. Here at Sydney Law we 
are lucky enough to be amongst the best students 
in Australia, experiencing the highs and lows of 
the bell curve. Those who were at the top of their 
schools now have to deal with being ‘average’ 
(when of course, in reality, they are anything but). 
The attitude of the Law Faculty doesn’t always help, 
either. Of course, there are a lot of great people 
in the Faculty who go out of their way to assist 
students wherever possible. The words of Professor 
Peter Gerangelos come to mind, as he told us that 
we could always give him a call if, in the future, we 
found ourselves ‘staring into the abyss’. But when 
students’ legitimate concerns about marks and 
exam results are dismissed as a ‘storm in a teacup’, 
and they are essentially labelled spoiled brats, how 
is one to feel? 

The race for that elusive ‘law job’ – which, let’s 
face it, has a hell of a lot to do with marks – is also 
unrelenting. From the start of my degree I have lost 

track of the number of articles I have read about 
the lack of law graduate positions, the glut of law 
students, and the unavoidability of experiencing 
a future of student debt and unemployment. So 
apparently, not only does one study at the expense 
of any semblance of social life and joy, to achieve 
only average marks – for many, they will not even 
be rewarded with the career that they have yearned 
for since day one. 

How do we, then, address the problem? 

I feel that the Sydney University Law Society has 
gone some way, in recent years, to acknowledge 
mental health issues in their agenda, thereby 
‘normalising’ its discussion. Holding talks, 
providing tea breaks, and raising money for 
Headspace comes to mind. These initiatives 
are to be commended – it is only when the 
issue is spoken about openly, without fear or 
embarrassment, that those experiencing distress, 
anxiety or depression can seek help openly. But 
it is only by enlisting the help of the Faculty that 
continued improvements will ever be made. No 
student should be made to feel like an idiot for 
raising concerns as to their marks, or in applying 
for special consideration for whatever reason. All 
students, in entering the law school, should be 
advised of the realistic state of the job market, 
so as not to enter under the assumption that the 
degree will necessarily entitle them to a job in the 
profession. And together, as students and future 
graduates, we need to make sure that this focus on 
improving the mental wellbeing of those around 
us, never diminishes.

The Struggle is Real

M E L I S S A  C H E N

Why we need to keep the focus on improving the mental health of law students.
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There is little doubt that Law School is a 
psychologist’s dream that not even Zambardo 
could contemplate: take 500 intelligent young 
and impressionable type A personalities, add 
sandstone buildings, sleep deprivation, a constant 
workload and a deteriorating job market in the 
legal sector. These are the circumstances that the 
class of 2014 have found themselves in, and a 
situation where the class of 2014 have thrived. We 
have as a collective group mooted internationally, 
entertained in numerous Law Revues, survived 
the Hunger Games that is clerkship season, 
volunteered at various charities providing the 
legal skills we have developed and even had the 
Wall Street Journal publish an article about our 
examination. While these developments in the 
individual are profound, I wish to examine the 
quirky and veneer characteristics that my cohort 
has developed while at Sydney Law School.

Over the past three years (for JDers) or for the 
more seasoned law student (5+ years) we have 
developed quirky characteristics that many in 
the general population would find, quite frankly 
bizarre. Many law students have developed 
sesquipedalian behaviour that is, using long words 
(a habit that is quite otiose). This behaviour is 
often exacerbated by the use of latin because res 
ipso loquitor. Sydney Law Students’ veneration 
to Taste coffee is famous, providing unimaginable 
hours of caffeinated cogitation. For many our 
obsessive compulsive traits come out when colour 
coding notes. There was even a near revolt when 
Legal Profession provided its unit outline in a 

shade of yellow that was ever so slightly different 
to the reading material. Law Students feel that they 
have an affinity with High Court Judges. Like a 
Sex and the City aficionado from the noughties 
asserting “that’s such a Samantha thing to say”, it 
is not uncommon for persons within our ranks to 
exclaim “that’s such a Kirby thing to say.” Or even 
slipping in the nice law school pun with “don’t be 
a Heydon!” The competitive streak of many law 
students comes out at exam time as we compare 
the length of our notes and hours studied to that of 
others. I myself have laughed with a friend about 
the competitive nature of law school (he of course 
laughed harder).

Despite media barraging the grim outlook for 
graduate lawyers, I am very optimistic about this 
cohort; we have supported each other’s ambitions 
and ideas. I have no doubt that there will be 
successful politicians, judges, lawyers excelling in 
humanitarian work, corporate lawyers, barristers, 
financiers and entrepreneurs. And as we see the 
success of our fellow classmate we can lament 
about that one time at law ball, or first year law 
camp or any number of SULS events when they 
had one too many “subpoena coladas” and took 
their shirt off to dance the night away.

While we may or may not exhibit any of the 
aforementioned quirks and all have a unique 
experience to law school, Sydney Law School has 
provided us all with a constant and that is the 
sacredness of the Rule of Law.

The Rule of Law School

J A M E S  O ’ N E I L L
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Zsanett Der-Levine
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Checking Kanye West’s twitter account.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
‘I could have googled that’ - Lisa Schonstein.

What was the best thing about law school?
Friends (adorably cliched)

... and the worst? 
Is this a 100% Viva Voce question? Panic.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Could have, would have, should have...

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
I know so little, learning is a never ending adventure.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
My ego. The extraordinary level of knowledge, intuition and 
engagement of other students was incredible humbling.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Creating my own schedule.

A great face, a better heart - she is a Disney Princess come to life. — Manna Mostaghim

To Zee, you always think big, live big and dream 
big. I’m always so inspired by your ability to 
tackle seemingly insurmountable challenges head 
on with a smile on your face and a spring in your 
step. Thanks so much for being such a big part 

of my JD experience – for your friendship, for 
the hilarious joyrides singing early 2000’s R’n’B 
anthems at the top of our lungs, and for the 
Wedge dates sharing the best banana bread/butter 
combo in Sydney. — John-Ernest Dinamarca

Zee is one of the most elusive students in this 
year’s cohort, but don’t mistake her absence 
for a lack of effort or a general disdain for her 
degree. Zee works best when she is busy helping 
others, she relishes the opportunity to support 
worthwhile causes and the results speak for 
themselves. From organising art installations on 
the law lawns to assisting community outreach 

programs all whilst working for the uni, she is a 
true renaissance woman. I wish I had known her 
since first year having only met her at the end of 
second but Zee is the sort of person who treats 
you the same whether she has known you for a 
month or a decade she truly is a rare person.   — 
Rocco Rinaldo
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Matthew De Cataldo
Bachelor of Laws

Michael de Waal
Juris Doctor

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“You live and die by how people around you perceive you. You fuck 
up once, and often enough, that’s it.” Saul Fridman (R.I.P.)

What was the best thing about law school?
Hanging around Sydney University for another three years.

... and the worst? 
Hanging around Sydney University for another three years.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Honours in Government, then probably to the public service.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
If you are given the option to Cambridge, always Cambridge. Also, 
don’t become a property lawyer.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Getting my boss re-elected and continuing my work in the bear pit 
of NSW Parliament.
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John-Ernest Dinamarca
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
My love of air-drumming probably developed before Law School, 
but definitely picked up once I started the JD. Word on the street 
is that I do a pretty mean air cover of Slayer’s ‘Reigning Blood’. 
I’m available to perform at your next engagement party, bar/bat 
mitzvah, or clerkship cocktail party. I’ll even chuck in some sweet 
complimentary moves to Amerie’s ‘1 Thing’ for good measure.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
Not a quote per se, but anything uttered by Manna Mostaghim is 
pure comedic gold! Part pithy socio-political commentary, part best 
ethnic joke you’ve never had the cajones to say – so good!

What was the best thing about law school?
Without wanting to sound like a schmaltzy Hallmark card, the 
friendships I’ve made during Law School have definitely been 
the best thing. I’ve had the honour of meeting some of the most 
intelligent, passionate, hilarious and talented people, who never 
cease to inspire me and brighten my life, and will continue to do so 
long after we bid Sydney Law adieu.

... and the worst? 
Them exam-time blues.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I would love to have been the record store equivalent of the Comic 
Book Guy from the Simpsons, but with a more righteous ponytail 
and a penchant for awful (read: awesome), ill-fitting tie-dye band 
shirts. On a more serious note, probably travelling the world and 
working/volunteering for an NGO.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Taking a leaf from the book of Aaliyah J: ‘If at first you don’t 
succeed, dust yourself off and try again.’ Also, really valuing 
friendships and respecting the importance of balance.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Sleep. Lots of sleep.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Finding some life paints and filling in the blank canvas of my future 
with some exciting adventures. Hopefully that involves learning 
how to harness the powers of interpretive dance to help change the 
world, and moving to Scandinavia to bring together my two great 
loves: human rights and heavy metal.
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Juan is a Unicorn. He is the vibe and has been rumoured to be the subject of Mariah Carey’s ‘Without 
You.’ — Zsanett Der-Levine

He is truly an all-in-one entertainment package for law students. He is a fine artist, skater, dance-floor 
fiend, hipster translator, user of complex diction, culinary expert, essayist, post-recession clothing 
shopper and music critic. Rumours say he is also being nominated as one of the top 5 huggers of 
Sydney Law School. — Vinay Seethamraju

John is a tidal wave of positivity, I don’t think 
I have ever seen him angry or stressed at law 
school, and I don’t think that is because he 
doesn’t get angry or stressed I think its because he 
realises how powerful an affect he has on people. 
He is our unwavering light in exam times, the 
lighthouse that guides us through mid-sem exams 

and torturous essays, he is the warmth that gets us 
through the dreary winters of 9am starts and 6pm 
finishes. He was one of the first people I met at 
law school and we talked for ages about music and 
art, I’m glad to say that we still do and hopefully 
will for years and years to come. — Rocco Rinaldo
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Alex Dore
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Very liberal use of the word “allegedly”!

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Has anyone here watched The Great Gatsby? Or do you young 
people just watch Iron Man and things like that?” Corporations 
Law

What was the best thing about law school?
Learning that I’m not the only person to have read Judge Judy’s 
seminal book, “Don’t Pee on My Leg and Tell Me It’s Raining” .

... and the worst? 
The ‘bomb threat’ during the corporations law exam.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Continued to infuriate Sam Murray and Deborah White with a 
relentless stream of legal questions.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
There’s no substitute for hard work - and law notes.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
My eyesight. I practically had to zoom-in to read this ques tion.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Take opportunities.

Two words describe Alex: “loud and proud”. You might not agree with him, but you can respect the 
fact that he’s not ashamed to have his views heard. In my opinion, we need more people in the world 
like that, not less. — Lewis Hamilton

54 | Blackacre 



Nicole Doughty
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Implementing food- or sleep-based reward systems for finishing set 
amounts of study. For example, ‘you can have lunch when you’ve 
finished another 200 words’. Unfortunately I still tend to end up 
sitting on Facebook for half an hour instead of writing those 200 
words, which inevitably leaves me feeling sick with hunger when I 
probably could have just... fed myself. Like an adult. Rather than 
treating myself like a puppy learning to sit on command.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
‘Come on guys. It’s not that hard.’ – Dr Elisabeth Peden, Contracts, 
2014. Contrary to Dr Peden’s assertion, Contracts really was ‘that 
hard’.

What was the best thing about law school?
Meeting a fantastic, diverse (I did JD, not LLB) group of people 
who will be my friends for life. Most of my friends in law school 
are the people I met in Foundies; they were (and are) a great bunch. 
Also, I’m not going to lie, law school significantly improved my 
career prospects.

... and the worst? 
The punishing standards. If you go straight from an arts degree 
into law school, it can wreak havoc with your belief in your own 
intellectual abilities. Spending the better part of this year fielding 
job rejections was not a pleasant experience either.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I had a graduate position at RailCorp, so by now I probably 
could’ve been flourishing in middle management in the warm and 
supportive environment that is the NSW government bureaucracy. 
So it’s probably just as well I enrolled in law school.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
In the short-term, the prospect of a pretty decent salary. Other than 
that, I don’t consider that I made many sacrifices to be here.

What are your next steps after graduating?
The necessary evil that is College of Law - then in February 2015 
I’m moving to Canberra with the excellent Tim Maybury (who 
is off to the Commonwealth Attorney-General’s), to take up a 
position as a graduate at DFAT (Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade). I’m hoping after my obligatory two years in Canberra my 
overseas posting will be in a place free from Ebola and/or civil war, 
but we’ll see.
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I met a lot of wonderful people at Sydney Law 
School but Nicole springs to mind as one who is 
certainly worth a few Blackacre column-inches.
Nicole was at Sydney Uni at the same time as 
me during our undergrad degrees, but we never 
happened to cross paths. I’m very glad we met 
and become close during the J.D. She is, in many 
ways, the model law student, at least to me: highly 
intelligent; committed to her work; appreciative 
of the legal system, yet openly and actively 
critical of its many weaknesses and flaws. She is 
ambitious and independent; she doesn’t take shit 
from anybody. Throughout law school, we served 

on SUPRA Council together, we ate and drank 
together, we tweeted each other constantly and 
unnecessarily. We turned to each other in some of 
our bleakest personal moments, especially over the 
past year, and I am so grateful for our friendship.
We are very different people, but we get on like 
a house on fire, and I imagine we will remain 
friends for the rest of our lives. I wish her all 
the best in the next stage of her life - holding a 
prestigious graduate position within the current 
Commonwealth Government, and, I can only 
hope, bringing the whole damn thing down from 
the inside. — Mike de Waal 

On Nicole Doughty and Liz Mulhall. These 
two incredible women came into my life during 
foundies. They are smart and funny and fiesty and 
fierce. They have been there for me during some 
of the hardest moments of law school, when study 
and personal stuff weighed me down or made me 
think I couldn’t keep going they made sure that 

didn’t happen. They have made me laugh and 
been there when I’ve had to cry, shared notes with 
me, gossiped, bitched, listened to me whinge, 
shown me where hidden microwaves were.
There are dozens of people in the JD who are 
spectacular but these two women are something 
more. — Ignatia Nolasco 

Nicole Doughty’s banter was unparalleled. — Laura Precup

You are one of the most inspiring people I’ve had 
the honour of calling a friend. Your hard work 
and dedication never ceases to amaze me, and 
your seriously wicked sense of humour never fails 
to put a smile to my dial. Thank you so much for 
all the amazing times, and for being my partner 

in crime in worshipping at the altar of great 
food (did someone just say Crackles?). The sky is 
literally the limit for you Nic – I can’t wait to see 
all the amazing places the future takes you. — 
John-Ernest Dinamarca
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Tyler Drayton
Bachelor of Laws

What was the best thing about law school?
Dan McArthur

... and the worst? 
Dan McArthur

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Probably a doctor. Or a White House staffer. But maybe that’s 
because I’m currently watching West Wing.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Don’t make eye contact during student elections.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Into the world of commercial law to save those poor muddling 
merchant banks from the ignominy of negative balance sheets.
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In his book Law’s Empire, Ronald Dworkin said 
that “jurisprudence … is the silent prologue to any 
decision at law”. Like much of Dworkin’s work, 
this phrase is cited all too often without much 
engagement with its content, and as someone 
studying law at Sydney University, I still don’t 
know if he was right about this anyway (after 
all, if a prologue is ‘silent’ it’s difficult to tell if 
it’s really there at all). The fact is, most people at 
Sydney Law School have neither the inclination 
nor the incentive to be particularly interested in 
jurisprudence, with most just enrolling in a single 
unit because the powers that be force them to.

I was one of that rather small minority that 
chose to do more jurisprudence subjects because 
I enjoy philosophising about things (and have a 
correspondingly strong aversion to anything even 
remotely resembling corporate law). In fact I did 
six jurisprudence subjects this year. Some might 
say this was going too far, but after experiencing 
Corporations Law last year there were no lengths to 
which I was unwilling to go to avoid subjects like 
“Equity and Financial Risk Allocation” – subjects 
surely designed for only those soulless individuals 
among us hell-bent on that photocopying stint at 
Mallesons. In the wake of what was surely career 
suicide, I did manage to accumulate some thoughts 
about jurisprudence which I now present to you. 
These are not organised in any particular way, and 
any apparent tendency to stagger erratically from 
one unconnected thought to the next is absolutely 
not evidence that I scrambled to type this up at the 
last minute. 

I think the main thing about studying 
jurisprudence is that by investigating whether or 

not there is indeed a ‘silent prologue’ you discover 
just how much chatter there is beneath the surface 
of accepted legal thinking. What’s more, you finally 
get the chance to articulate in a substantive way all 
the problems you’ve always had with legal decision 
making and law in general. Most satisfyingly, you 
get to call out all those big shot lawyers and judges 
for the grand illusionists that they are – talking 
about ‘established legal principles’ while they 
clumsily hack their way through legal philosophy 
in their quest for the poisoned chalice of ‘legal 
certainty’ or ‘the interests of justice’. 

Take the so-called ‘reasonable man’ test. What 
does it really mean to be a ‘reasonable man’? (Was 
that guy on the Clapham omnibus really all that 
reasonable anyway?) Is it significant that no one 
ever thought what a reasonable woman test might 
look like? (Perhaps the great judges of old didn’t 
think there were any illustrative examples to be 
found?) The list goes on. Of course in modern 
Australia it’s easy to characterise such questions as 
‘obviously’ facetious, but even the most cursory 
glance at the rising tides of barbarism now 
threatening civilisations both east and west shows 
that it is perhaps not so outlandish to suggest 
that questions like these are well worth keeping 
somewhere in mind. 

We may well be challenged one day to articulate 
exactly what we mean by ‘the interests of justice’ 
and why they ought to be pursued. With so many 
judges claiming to revere and uphold ‘justice’ in 
their rulings you’d think at least they would have 
some idea of what it meant or why it’s important, 
or at least more why it’s more important than say 
freedom of contract, or even freedom itself. The 

An Ode to Jurisprudence

L U K A S  O P A C I C
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striking and unsettling reality that confronts us 
when we study jurisprudence is that no consensus 
exists on these matters, and that lawyers and judges 
both present and past have tended to consider 
them ‘academic’ issues and (hence?) not worth 
more than superficial acknowledgment along the 
road to ‘efficiency’ in legal reasoning. 

Have we lawyers in our haste forgotten the 
philosophical foundations upon which our 
civilisation is built? Perhaps we take them for 
granted, but in that case we are in a situation where 
we have inherited an empire of laws wherein no 
one understands why they exist. What shall we 
say when called to account for the value of this 
empire by those who would see it ended? Despite 
all the litigation it has inspired, it seems unlikely 
that the Tax Act will prove enlightening, and so 
we look elsewhere. But where? It seems to me that 
jurisprudence, the prudence of the law, might be 
a good starting point. Jurisprudence shows us just 
how fragile our legal notions are, and how flimsy 
are the foundations of many of the legal principles 
we now take almost for granted. In this sense, 
jurisprudence is to the law much like the ‘inner 
voice’ was to Socrates – a constant companion 
that questions the validity of every legal decision, 
whatever its source. While the laws of Law’s 
Empire bow to authorities that ‘persuade’ or ‘bind’, 
jurisprudence always reminds us that terracotta 
warriors do not an army make. 

In so recognising, we afford ourselves the 

opportunity to understand the deep problem 
we face whenever we attempt to articulate our 
conceptions of the good society. This is not an idle 
question considering that more than a few of us 
will be involved in public policy making or will 
influence the path of the law in some other way, 
whether it be as judges handing down decisions or 
as lawyers advocating to the bench. 

Upon which principles shall we so advocate? Will 
the pursuit of freedom or the quest for equality 
guide our footsteps? Shall we be those people 
who extol the virtues of civil liberties one day 
and quite happily support laws curtailing free 
speech the next? Unlike any other field of inquiry, 
jurisprudence reveals so clearly the yawning gap 
between our idealised intentions and the somewhat 
less illustrious reality of our everyday convictions 
regarding the law and its purpose. Bridging that 
gap is both the aim and perfection of legal theory. 

I was privileged to have been able to study so much 
jurisprudence this year, and would have taken 
more such subjects given the chance. I hope that 
my thoughts here illuminate the reasons for a set of 
subject choices that has on occasion drawn looks of 
utter incomprehension from people I’ve spoken to 
this past year. Nevertheless, I’d encourage anyone 
that has read this far to keep jurisprudence close to 
your thoughts, for it is not a silent prologue at all, 
but rather it lies at the very heart of the law we seek 
to uphold and refine.  
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Lovelle D’Souza
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Vicious library book recalling wars.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“If you cut down all the trees to chase the devil, where will you hide 
when the devil turns and chases you?” - PG.

What was the best thing about law school?
The incredible bunch of peers you study with and especially in later 
years, the academics you respect for their passion and knowledge.

... and the worst? 
The not so great parts of the above groups.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Punched a tree and then vowed to bring down the system.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
There are real people behind the two sentence summaries of cases 
we make - it is never just an abstract intellectual exercise (except 
jurisprudence).

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
A summer and brain cells.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Taking it day by day - what’s for breakfast?

Lovelle is one of those people who speaks as if she 
is writing. Her vocabulary is perhaps the most 
developed of any person I know. My favourite 
words from her include rigmarole and perennial. 
She manages to slip in words like these during 
casual chats so seamlessly that one must stop for a 
few moments to realise such wonderful gems have 
just been dropped into the conversation.

Lovelle is also a woman of many talents. Her 
time at Sydney Law School has been marked by a 
number of achievements. I am particularly proud 
of the fact that she was a part of the 2013-4 Jessup 
team and the 2013 President of 180 Degrees 
Consulting, an organisation which draws many of 
it’s student members from the law school.

I will never forget the time in our Torts and 
Contracts II exam where Lovelle sat in the wrong 
seat. When her attention was brought to this fact, 
she promptly got up and moved to another seat 
that again wasn’t hers. She is someone who has a 
lot of big ideas ruminating in her mind, so that 
she sometimes forgets the small things in life.

I have every confidence that Lovelle will continue 
to make a positive impact on our world. She 
is courageous, unafraid of hard work and has 
‘principled integrity’. Wherever she goes and 
whatever she does, she will always stand out for 
the right reasons. And for her awesome hair!. — 
Shirley-Anne Hu
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Kimberley Elliott
Juris Doctor

Theadora Fabricius
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Seeing street names while driving and thinking of law cases. E.g 
Chapman St = Chapman v. Hearse.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
Pretty much everything said by Professor Gerangelos in Advanced 
Constitutional Law class. Especially his Lord of the Rings 
references.

What was the best thing about law school?
The opportunity to meet talented, interesting and inspiring 
people. Also, ‘story time’ with Ross Anderson in Torts and Private 
International Law.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I studied law because I didn’t know what else I wanted to do! 
Perhaps teaching, because I enjoy explaining concepts to others.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
No matter how stressful something seems at the time, you will 
always look back and realise it wasn’t that bad, or that big a deal.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
The time to read books for pleasure rather than for study!

What are your next steps after graduating?
I will be working as a Graduate at the law firm Webb Henderson. 
I would like to complete further study at some point, perhaps a 
Masters.
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John Fennel
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
I’ve started eating my meals in my bedroom because I feel guilty 
when I’m too far away from my textbooks.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
‘Look how Taste spelled my name!’ - Everyone except me. John is 
such a great name.

What was the best thing about law school?
It’s difficult to name just one. I most enjoyed my time doing the 
Law Revue and SULS. T he underground notes racket was the best 
academic aspect of the law school - without my various sources I 
would have struggled substantially more than I did.

... and the worst? 
Mooting. Sorry, but why would you want to do extra homework? 
Why don’t you just have fun instead?

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I have no idea. My economics degree isn’t worth much on its own. 
(If you’re important and you’re reading this, the real answer is 
medicine. Obviously. And a PhD in something really hard. And bee 
keeping.)

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
If you’re using someone else’s notes, read them more than once. If 
you’re making your own, you have too much time on your hands. If 
you haven’t had a few drinks this week, you’ve wasted your time.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
I sacrificed a lamb. Legit. I thought everyone did...

What are your next steps after graduating?
College of Law and then I eventually plan on practising law.

John and I were cast members of the Law Revue in 2013 and 2014 together. I can’t imagine the Revue 
without him and his terrible jokes. He also happens to be one of the friendliest people I know in the 
law school and his parents make great pancakes! — Maria Koevska

John’s megawatt smile and stupid sense of humour 
is infamous. No one has made me laugh more 
about absolutely nothing quite like John - a useful 
quality during our time in Law Revue cast where 
edgy humour and absurdism are rewarded (that is, 

racism and dick jokes). But underneath it all John 
is down-to-earth and no-bullshit, making him a 
wonderfully effective and respected SULS Socials 
Director, SULS Treasurer and O-Week director. 
Best m8s. — Alistair Stephenson
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When asked, John eloquently describes his three 
years studying the JD as “SULS. Revue. Alcohol”. 
However as long as I’ve known him I’ve always 
been impressed by John’s constant warmth, 
good humour, and ability to make everyone he 
speaks to feel valued and special- whether it be 
the waiters at Taste, security guards at Manning 
parties, or his fellow students. John also has given 
as much back to his university experience as he 
has gotten out of it- organizing amazing parties, 
law camp and law ball as SULS Social Director; 
making sure SULS stays solvent as SULS Treasurer 

the following year; and running what is arguably 
the USU’s most successful O-Week ever. Most 
importantly however, I can truly say John is one 
of the most loyal friends I’ve ever had- over the 
past year in particular he’s been there when I’ve 
been at my happiest and saddest, most stressed 
or carefree, with a glass of sparkling wine/coffee/
phone charger in hand whenever I need it. Sydney 
Law School would not have been the same 
without John, and neither would I. — Hannah 
Morris

Samantha Freiman
Juris Doctor

What was the best thing about law school?
The Japanese Law elective, Shanghai Winter School, Professor 
Gerangelos and Professor Twomey. Also getting to know some of 
the best people I’ve ever met.

... and the worst? 
Exams, what else?

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I have no idea.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Figuring out what I want to do with my life.

Sam organises more events in a week than most people organise in 6 months, she jets off to Europe for 
weekend conferences and returns in time to attend the lavish parties she helps co-ordinate. She speaks 
Japanese, which is incredibly useful when you don’t know what to order at sushi or how to navigate 
Kyoto. She is motivated and acts with purpose and yet she always has time to catch up for lunch or 
talk about elaborate schemes for funding college of law. When I first met her I thought the group of 
people she was talking to had known her for years…she had met them that day. She is diplomatic 
and welcoming with the rare ability to juggle many competing personalities. I hope that when she is 
running the legal team for a Japanese multi-national she will still have time for o-toro in Tokyo. — 
Rocco Rinaldo
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George Fren
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
I’ve now become addicted to chewing gum and coffee. One pack 
of chewing gum and at least one cup of coffee, every day of every 
semester for five years. It’s probably really unhealthy.

What was the best thing about law school?
The best thing about law at Sydney is that the people are amazing. 
My classes have constantly been filled with people that are both 
insanely intelligent and really friendly. There’s just something about 
Sydney Law that draws incredible people, like moths to a flame.

... and the worst? 
The worst thing is that the law library is always stupidly packed 
when you need it.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
If I hadn’t studied law, I probably would have followed my 
pipedream of writing short stories.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
I think the most valuable lesson I’ve learnt is perspective. In my first 
year here, every little thing seemed important, and I’d worry getting 
everything right all the time. Over my time here, I’ve learnt to 
replace that need for perfection with a more holistic view.
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Jorge Gamba Jaramillo
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
The cynical propensity to spot (or concoct) lawsuits every ten to 
fifteen minutes.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
‘The more laws, the less justice’ - Cicero.

What was the best thing about law school?
Participating in the mooting competitions made me realise the 
difficulty of transforming complex legal writing into clear verbal 
expression. I was appalling at my first go but the encouragement 
from colleagues allowed me to improve at each juncture. Also, 
having world class professors as role models made this all the easier.

... and the worst? 
Not having (or making) enough time to build relationships with 
colleagues who will soon depart to distant lands. But we’ll keep in 
touch.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I would have signed a contract with Chelsea Football Club under 
Jose Mourinho or become an undercover cop like my father (factual 
story). After that I would have turned into an award winning Latin 
pop star collaborating with Vinay Seethamraju (VCS).

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
To firmly adhere to my values and principles even in the face of 
a hostile majority (judgment). Also, to never again send my bank 
details in the mail to that foreign prince.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Years with my family and friends that I expect a career in law 
will give me back (naï ve much?). But in all honesty attending 
the Sydney Law School has been both a privilege and an honour. 
Success in challenging endeavours entails varying forms of sacrifice 
and finishing the Juris Doctor was truly the hardest academic 
challenge of my life. However, it is one for which I will be eternally 
grateful.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Get on a plane to London to meet with Jose Mourinho. If Jose is 
out of town then I’d like to do some volunteer work as a Senior 
Executive Synergy Consultant at a Global Monetary Solutions 
Agency in The Cayman Islands.After that I plan to start my legal 
career in Melbourne in order to spend more time with family.

Blackacre | 65



Shayan Ganeshan
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Writing disclaimers when signing greeting cards.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Why are you studying law if you don’t want to be a lawyer?”

What was the best thing about law school?
Doing many off-shore subjects for the purposes of “intellectual 
development”.

... and the worst? 
Parking.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Gone in search of the world for true love.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
A small orphaned child.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Ensuring that I weave into every conversation the fact that I now 
have a law degree.

Alice Gant
Juris Doctor This chick. The pocket rocket.

She is an B grade trampolinist, a D grade cyclist but an A grade 
friend.
A breath of fresh air, the kindest heart and the warmest smile.
You always make me laugh, ‘lil Ganty. Stoked we are friends. 
— Lorena Sumich
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Alice Gardoll
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
An irrational belief in the power of formatting. Because when you 
change the format of someone else’s notes to yours - you’ve learnt 
them, right?

What is your favourite quote from law school?
‘There will be a time in your legal career when your integrity is 
tested. When that time comes, call me’ - Peter Gerangelos

What was the best thing about law school?
How quirky, lovely, stupidly intelligent and utterly amazing my 
friends from law school are.

... and the worst? 
That sad moment when Taste became beyond my means ($12 
salads, outrageous).

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
I believe that law school teaches you how to think very critically 
about ideas, but to do the exact opposite when it comes to people. 
I’ve made some very close friends at law school who I thought were 
totally insane when I first met them (and some days, definitely still 
are). Law school made me realise that most people are worth the 
wait.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Hiding from the HR Department at Herbert Smith Freehills for as 
long as I can! And one day I’d love to study at Columbia University.

Alice Gardoll’s intelligence will bite your face 
off. Fortunately for the rest of us, her ruthless 
brain doesn’t get in the way of her terrific sense 
of humor, humility and babin’ looks. When she 

finally gets bored of being a Freehills partner at 
age 26 she’ll invent some other job that we’ll 
read about in the Time 100 and hate her for. — 
Alistair Stephenson
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I’ve never met you.
But I’ve heard you exist

Patron saint of the lazy-
Oh the classes we missed

Your tables of contents
Were storied achievements

Your notes dulled the pain
Of misdescribed easements*

Chalkley o Chalkley
The greatest of teachers

From twenty-fourteen
Your most grateful leeches

*s42(1)(a1) : The RP may hold subject to certain easements that do 
not appear on the Register. This is relevant in 2 situations:

1. Where the easement was subsisting immediately before the 
land was brought under the RPA (and was left off the Register when 

the land was converted)
2. Where the easement was validly created (at or after that time) 

under the RPA or another Act (but say, left off the Register when 
reprinted)

An Ode to Josh Chalkley (JJC)

A N O N Y M O U S
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We all decided to choose a subject, not caring 
what it was, but for the purpose of having a good 
excuse to travel to Europe and putting Cambridge 
on our CVs. For those of us that chose Advanced 
Remedies and Obligations, we quickly realized 
that we had chosen a subject that was not going 
to be a complete walk in the park. On day one, 
the majority of students still had no idea what we 
were supposed to come prepared with, but took 
advantage of their 3rd year legal knowledge of 
how to bullshit their way through a problem they 
didn’t understand. This was particularly easy when 
it provided a platform to express argumentative 
nonsense, and confuse everyone so much that they 
couldn’t be bothered to work out whether what was 
being said was right or wrong. 
 
The unpreparedness of the group was emphasized 
when the masters students joined us on day two, 
having gone above and beyond the required 
readings, all apparently vying for a cameo in 
Peden’s next academic piece. The disconnect 
between the two groups was exacerbated by the 
stench of alcohol clearly originating from one side 
of the room.  Luckily class input was minimal, 
with the majority of lecturers preferring the sound 
of their own voices. 

Outside the classroom we were severely overfed, 
everyone packing on the kgs with cake offered 
three times a day, and the traditional English tea 
and scones a must. The city itself was absolutely 
beautiful, all students taking up the opportunity to 
drink pimms whilst being pushed down the River 
Cam by a young kid slaving away trying to pay 
for his education at Cambridge. The nightlife was 
somewhat lacking, with Cambridge’s Revolution 
Bar reminiscent of Scruffy Murphy’s on a Tuesday 
night. Thankfully, the amazing crew of Cambridge 
2014 took over the dance floor and had an 
amazing night each night despite the sticky floors 
and questionable local club goers. 

The trip was absolutely incredible. Despite 
initially seeming difficult, the Advanced Remedies 
and Obligations course turned out to be very 
interesting, with many leaving Cambridge with a 
crush on the amazing Elizabeth Peden. We were 
in a beautiful place experiencing life as Cambridge 
students, and lucky enough to have an amazing 
group of people, all incredibly different, but all 
there for the same purpose – to enjoy an amazing 
place, party, and have something cool to put on 
the CV. Oh, and to learn from and drink with 
Elizabeth Peden. The memories will be with us 
forever, but what happens in Cambridge, stays in 
Cambridge. 

Being a Cambridge Legend

B R I E N N A  A N D E R S O N
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Tara Gazzard
Juris Doctor The first thing I noticed about Miss Tara May Gazzard is how 

good her “I’m bored and can’t believe you just said that in 
class” face is. But don’t let the disdainful looks or the fact that 
she types in class with the speed and force of a high calibre 
machine gun scare you. She is one of the smartest people in our 
year, she has a fantastic sense of humour and she is incredibly 
humble. I have never heard her boast about an achievement 
and even when she does admit (usually after I’ve pried) to 
doing something great she always downplays how great it is. 
She is going to kill it out there but she will never admit it. — 
Rocco Rinaldo
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Aryati Mohd Ghazi
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Answering a question with a question?

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Don’t quote me on this...” or “How about we skip the break and 
finish early?” (even though 7 out of 10 times it’s a lie)

What was the best thing about law school?
The people! Everyone here inspires you to do and be better.

... and the worst? 
Two-hour 4pm classes and people who take their shoes off in class.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Question my life choices. Or become a vet.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
To not stress out over small, insignificant things because it harms 
productivity, and to never start a sentence with ‘but’.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
My optimistic outlook on life... (only joking)
Really just having to be away from family 9 out of 12 months in a 
year.

What are your next steps after graduating?
I’ll leave this here - “You have brains in your head, you have feet 
in your shoes, you can steer yourself any direction you choose!” 
(Thanks, Dr Seuss!)

Arya is the best housemate ever, although I would 
prefer if “Anaconda” was not always on loop 
at home. I particularly enjoy reciting long and 
fancy names with her, such as “Brotodihardjo” 
(#LB168) and I guess one of my many favourite 
memories with her will be the ones when 

we stalked fellow law school mates and tried 
pronouncing their cool (full) names. I truly 
treasure the fun times we have had over the 
past five years and I can’t wait to see what the 
future has in store for our friendship. — Melissa 
Tang 

The friendship with Arya gave me so much 
strength when I stumbled (so many times) along 
the way through law school, my only regret is that 

I didn’t meet her earlier because she is the best 
person I know. — Hiu Tsing Gloria Chu
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Eleanor Goh
Juris Doctor Ele was my source of stress relief during law school!After 

meeting Ele in Shanghai Winter School back in 2012, she has 
always been source of relief and fun whenever I was starting to 
stress. Who else would come to my room with a burger and 
a hug when I was panicking over a 100% closed book exam 
on Chinese Law? Ele was also the best companion for pre or 
post exams meals and I knew always count on her whenever I 
needed to de-stress. Couldn’t have survived that SWS without 
her! — Laura Brotodihardjo

H Winfield Glascock

Juris Doctor
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Siak Yong Goh
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
I have developed a rather large collection of files containing 
handwritten case notes on all the subjects that I have taken. I am 
also particularly proud of my highlighter collection – I have quite a 
lot of colors. To future Siak, your favorite color at this moment in 
time is baby pastel blue.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
Two quotes from Professor Peter Gerangelos spring to mind. The 
first, a more optimistic take on Nietzsche: “when you gaze long 
into the abyss, that is when you find true character”, has helped 
me through some of the most difficult times in my personal and 
professional lives.

What was the best thing about law school?
Meeting like-minded people and developing lifelong friendships. 
I’ve had the honor of connecting with some of the most incredible 
student leaders and inspiring teachers during my time at Sydney 
Law School. Founding the South East Asian Law Society, an 
organization that bridges the legal fraternities of the Asia-Pacific 
region, is one of the many memorable experiences that I will 
cherish.

... and the worst? 
AGLC referencing at 6am. That was a new low.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I would like to work for Gabe Newell at Valve. I am also interested 
in furthering innovation in Bitcoin. Learning the proprietary blend 
for the burger patty at Shake Shack wouldn’t hurt either – everyone 
likes burgers. 

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
To not stress out over small, insignificant things because it harms 
productivity, and to never start a sentence with ‘but’.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
A very important person without whom i would not have made it 
through law school. There is nothing more important than a good 
work/life balance. I am grateful for everything that you have ever 
done for me and i will always cherish you. T hank you. I hope we 
meet again.

What are your next steps after graduating?
I will be pursuing a career in corporate law.

Blackacre | 73



Sam Goldsmith
Bachelor of Laws

What is your favourite quote from law school?
‘[One] must not be too thin-skinned or a self-important prig.’ 
Burton v Crowell Publishing Company, 82 F.2d 154, 155 (2d Cir. 
1936) (Hand J)

What was the best thing about law school?
Friends, Peden, Twomey, Conaglen, Gerangelos, Rolph (in order of 
appearance).

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Become a policy guy or a history teacher.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Look after yer m8s.Also one must not be too thin-skinned or a self-
important prig.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Taking 2015 off to travel, and blow the savings I’ve scraped together 
over the course of this degree.

Sam “Goldy” Goldsmith will always be remembered as the guy who wore a teal jumper and toted green 
reusable grocery bags everywhere. He was a quiet achiever and an all-round good bro. — Laura Precup

Natasha Gregory
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
I occasionally read shampoo bottles and query whether they are 
engaging in misleading and deceptive conduct.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Sorry i’m late”

What was the best thing about law school?
Beautiful people and chocolate tarts at Taste

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Become an actress...or a mermaid.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
If you wake up at 9am and your class starts at 9am, you will 
probably be late.
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Lewis Hamilton
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
A serious case of bibliophobia and an ongoing addiction to Taste 
coffee.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“The common law is not a formal garden. Like other gardens of the 
English tradition, it is not a place of manicured lawns, observing 
a strictly preordained theory with a coherent design. Only from 
above, from a great height, can the logic, pattern and essential order 
of this garden be perceived” - Hon Justice Michael Kirby AC CMG, 
25 November 2003.

What was the best thing about law school?
Having the opportunity to be a part of the Sydney University 
Law Society executive and work with a group of passionate and 
hardworking students who were committed to making the Sydney 
Law School a more vibrant community.

... and the worst? 
The 2013 Corporations Law exam, and the international media 
coverage and Royal Commission that followed. Examiners across 
the country will never forget the “typhoon in a tea cup”.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I would have regretted not studying law.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Don’t ever ignore the dissenter.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
I sacrificed a stable income, but there were plenty of other sacrifices. 
My successful Formula 1 career took the biggest hit. From what I’ve 
been told, I had a lot still to offer the auto racing industry. In the 
end, I like to think it was worth it.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Taking my Practical Legal Training and working at a firm that puts 
the public interest above the private interest.

Lewis is an all-round likeable guy. When he’s finished as a legal practitioner, he’d be perfect for a beach-
side electorate! — Alex Dore

Blackacre | 75



Jeevan Hariharan
Bachelor of Laws

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“The implied freedom of political communication was getting out 
of control for a while there. Luckily Justice McHugh was appointed 
designated driver...you needed someone with that working class to 
just pick up the keys and drive everyone home safely” (paraphrasing 
Professor Peter Gerangelos, Federal Constitutional Law 2013)
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Emily Hartman
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Obsessively checking my iCal.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Ladies and gentlemen...” Prof. Peter Gerangelos 
“Trust the process” - Anthea Burton
“Hot chips” - John Fennel

What was the best thing about law school?
1) 100% Law Revue - When I think of law school I think of revue. 
Revue was where I made most of my weird wacky friends and where 
I had the most fun. Highlights include getting naked on stage at the 
Seymour Centre each year for the nude skit and “Be Prepared” - a 
huge musical dance number about gay marriage led by Mr Sam 
Farrell; 2) SULS - shout out to James Higgins,Alistair Stephenson, 
Issy Youssef and Steph Zughbi; 3) Taste - the lemongrass beef 
baguette

... and the worst? 
The state of the bathrooms. Still not sure why law students are so 
gross.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Very unclear at the moment...hoping to become an eternal student 
and go to Medical school (hopefully). 4 more years!

Having never read a case in its entirety, borrowed 
a book from the library, or parked in a legal 
parking spot, some people will be quite amazed 
Em made it into this book. But that’s what Em is: 
quite (and not so quietly) amazing.
Name a society, social event, or sport and Em 
had a (freshly shellacked, fluoro pink) finger in 
it. While you might not have seen her in class 
or in the cone of silence, she could always be 

found/heard coordinating a tennis team, vice 
presidenting the law society, ordering a daily 
sit-down lunch at Taste, or choreographing a law 
revue dance with 16 beats of thrusts.
Whether she goes on to be a judge, a doctor, 
a Dance Mom or all three, Em’s brilliance is 
unlimited and not even Sydney Uni’s most 
determined parking patroller will stop her. — 
Anthea Burton 

When it comes to career soul searching during 
one’s Law degree, I had good company in Em 
Hartman. Depressed by her lack of chemistry 
with the legal profession, Em decided to simply 
dominate everything else within her reach instead: 
choreography and production for the Law Revue, 

education advocacy and sport management for 
the Law Society, and when she felt like it she’d 
spend a few minutes a month securing herself the 
effortless HD or two. Em is our Beyonce, an all-
rounder to a fault. — Alistair Stephenson
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Around halfway through my Juris Doctor degree, 
I applied for and was offered a part-time job at 
New South Wales parliament, as a staffer to newly 
elected Greens MP Dr Mehreen Faruqi. 

Working in politics wasn’t really what I had 
imagined myself doing prior to then, and definitely 
not while still studying. But the job came along 
and it looked very interesting, so I applied. I have 
now been working for Dr Faruqi for over a year.

So what does it involve? My card says I am a ‘policy 
and legislation adviser’, but really, that doesn’t quite 
cover it. Yes, I do consistent work on policy, and on 
the legislation that comes before parliament, but 
on any given day I might also draft a speech, meet 
with stakeholders about an upcoming bill, pitch a 

story to a journalist, assist Mehreen while she’s out 
at a community rally, and conduct research for a 
campaign we have been putting together. 

A big part of the Greens philosophy is that it’s 
often not really what goes on inside the parliament 
that counts; it’s what happens outside, on the 
streets, in the town hall meetings, at the market 
stalls, that really matters. And that is where 
Mehreen and her staff spend quite a bit of our 
time.

NSW MPs get a reasonably limited staff allowance, 
so Mehreen’s two other employees and I have to 
basically deal with whatever comes up. There is a 
good reason for the generic term ‘staffer’ that is 
regularly used to describe this job - we do anything 

Life of a Staffer

M I C H A E L  D E  W A A L
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and everything. Mehreen has carriage of twelve 
portfolios for the Greens in NSW parliament, and 
there is always something new popping onto the 
agenda.

How has it worked with my legal education? 
So much of law school is necessarily about the 
judiciary; we spend most of our time looking at 
the interpretation and application of the law, rather 
than its initial creation. 

While not much you learn in law school directly 
prepares you for work in the legislature, my 
legal education has been invaluable for my 
work in parliament. For instance, my statutory 
interpretation skills have been applied in combing 
new government bills for implications and 
nuances that may be problematic or worthy of 
investigation. My knowledge of the criminal 
law has been put to task every time the NSW 
government attempts to change the Crimes Act. 
And of course, a general understanding of the 
legislators’ relationship with the courts has been 
very useful. 

Especially in light of the recent revelations at ICAC 
about many New South Wales politicians in both 
the major parties, I am proud to work serving a 
MP who is actually committed to defending the 
public interest. In contrast to the usual politics 
of self-interest, cynicism, and name-calling, it is 

refreshing to be able to contribute to an office that 
works collaboratively and transparently on the 
issues that face our state.

Like many jobs, it can be incredibly stressful, and 
this has only been exacerbated by me having kept 
up full-time study while working at parliament 
(for anywhere between 2 and 5 days per week at 
any given time). Late sitting days, a busy calendar 
of outside-hours community events and functions, 
and the general insanity of 24-hour politics mean 
that overtime and weekends are regular and to-be-
expected.

However, despite all that, the job is deeply 
rewarding. Getting an important motion passed, or 
organising a big community event, or generating 
an insightful story on TV or in a major newspaper 
is a special sort of victory. I feel immensely 
privileged, at this stage in my life, to work in a 
job that excites and drives me in the way that my 
current one does. I’m fully aware that there’s a very 
strong chance I will not have a similarly exciting 
job for my whole adult life; or even for much of it 
at all.

For now, I’m just making the most of my fortunate 
position and working harder than I ever have 
to make sure we continue to generate good, 
progressive wins for the people of our state.
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Lucas Hejtmanek
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Always being confused between single and double quotation 
marks!? If I accept the Australian Guide to Legal Citation, then I 
have been lied to my whole life!

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“You don’t have to read this case.” (Double or single quotations 
marks? I am really not sure...)

What was the best thing about law school?
Spending the day in the sun, eating baguettes, and drinking beer!

... and the worst? 
Going to class.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Don’t leave your Certificate of Title lying around, then invite 
someone to house-sit while you go holiday.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
A deposit on the aforementioned, hypothetical house.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Have a few final drinks at Taste with some of the great people I 
met during my time here. Hopefully this will then progress into 
Cargo Bar and then maybe a taxi over to Casablanca. Then on the 
following Monday, at approximately 8am, commence working for 
the rest of my life.

Jackson Harrison
Juris Doctor

80 | Blackacre 



David Hertzberg
Bachelor of Laws

What is your favourite quote from law school?
All of Uncle Scott Grattan’s jokes.

What was the best thing about law school?
The people!

... and the worst? 
The people- during exams.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Rip on people who study law.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
The value of a good set of notes.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Respect from my peers.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Reading the AFR on the law lawns in a suit.

Indulge me if you may, in my account of an age-
old anecdote - that of The Unlikely Fisherman - 
judge for yourself the moral of this allegory.

He was born in Byron Bay, a nice enough town, 
but without a trace of the glorious rainbow trout 
to be found. He had friends, he had family, but 
something in his heart called him on, and on, and 
on. He travelled far and wide until a twist of fate 
brought him to the Ruakituri River, home to the 
great Leviathan.

His technique was rudimentary... but while his 
fishing companions stowed their rods, for an 
early cuppa char... the cast of his line was heard 
whistling through the air into the night. His 
persistence, intellect, and force of will struck to 
the source of the creek, and without complaint or 
break, he narrowed in on his goal.

After days of toil, his nymph sailed through the 
air with the precision of a marksman, and was 

taken in by the great greedy gob of the Leviathan. 
The rod bent, but the Fisherman merely arched 
an eyebrow at the monster who bobbed to the 
surface - rendered transfixed by the perception 
and honesty within the Fisherman’s steady gaze.

He chuckled to himself, unhooking the great fish, 
kindly and carefully releasing him into the flowing 
stream. The Fisherman sipped on his cuppa 
toffee - 1 tea bag, 1 teaspoon of instant - and his 
heart was easy. It had never been about the trout, 
it was the purity and pleasure of the journey, 
the knowledges he had gained on the road less 
travelled.

End

David is a kind, honest, and well intentioned man 
- a best friend, and someone who I can always 
trust - but to me, he will always be the Unlikely 
Fisherman. Looking forward to many more years 
of laughs! — Dan McArthur 
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Joshua Himbury
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Drinking coffee. Not weird, but weird for me. I never thought I’d 
come around to it, but a simple app called BeatTheQ changed that 
forever. It’s just too easy.

What was the best thing about law school?
Having entertaining lecturers - David Rolph, Peter Gerangelos, 
and their passion being infectious. Interfaculty sport was definitely 
a highlight, culminating in the great victory of 2013. My time on 
SULS was amazing, despite not getting re-elected...twice.

... and the worst? 
The rollercoaster ride - both across the whole degree and during 
each semester. Definitely bringing it up again at the end of the 
degree, but the middle section there was pretty disastrous. I’m not 
a massive fan of getting too serious, so the tendency for everyone to 
end up that way is disappointing.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I would have skied more (surprise surprise), and perhaps studied 
something to do with sport - either on an administrative level, or on 
a biomechanics level. I don’t think that’s completely ruled out yet 
either!

What are your next steps after graduating?
Continue the pilgrimage to work in Colorado for the winter, and 
come back to a number of options - either staying within the ski 
industry or getting into the law in a more full-time capacity. Ideally 
in sport/media/IP law. The sexy areas.

Rhys Hille
Juris Doctor
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Kara Hinesley
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Using the term “reasonable person” in everyday conversations.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Please make sure you have all twenty-one pages of the exam.”

What was the best thing about law school?
Having a coffee shop IN the law school.

... and the worst? 
Paying back my student loans. It’s ok. I don’t really need food.

Cheryl Ho
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Eating continuously to stay focused during lectures

What is your favourite quote from law school?
The various pearls of wisdom that Professor Gerangelos says in 
Constitutional Law

What was the best thing about law school?
Meeting my friends and having lunch on the law lawns

... and the worst? 
Being buried in mountains of readings and having my name spelt 
wrongly on nearly every coffee order I’ve ever had at Taste

What are your next steps after graduating?
Travelling around Europe before starting work at a bank
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Catherine Holbeche
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Carrying heavy books around.

What was the best thing about law school?
The people! and the subjects, especially migration law.

... and the worst? 
The pressure, stress, etc etc.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I’d probably be in Ireland, still. It’s an amazing place you should all 
go there.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Aim high but chill out about it.

What are your next steps after graduating?
...? Who knows?

Henry Holland
Juris Doctor Henry Holland was the sweetest bald man in law school. — 

Laura Precup

You are a celestial dancefloor overlord who has been sent to 
Earth to enlighten us with the ways of wine, cheese and tunes. 
You came, you saw, you conquered. If I could sum up our 
friendship in a banger house tune from the late 90’s, it would 
definitely be Stardust’s ‘The Music Sounds Better With You’.  
— John-Ernest Dinamarca
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Hanna Kim Hong
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Soy flat white with 1/2 honey

What is your favourite quote from law school?
This part is not examinable!

What was the best thing about law school?
Taste

... and the worst? 
The day the rabbit hole was closed between Victoria Park and 
lawbry :(

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Real Housewives of Sydney?

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Nothing a glass of wine can’t fix!

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Parking tickets. Too many.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Working...and hopefully have another Sammy :)

The official matron of the Juris Doctor, HKH 
leads the pack for effortlessly juggling a 
marriage, a young kid, a full-time load, SULS 
responsibilities, daily dining at Fratelli’s, and 

the pressure that comes with besting one’s own 
outfit week-to-week. Never a hair out of place or 
a reading un-read, Hanna is who everyone else 
strives to be. — Alistair Stephenson
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Shirley-Anne Hu
Bachelor of Laws

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Suck it up like a succubus” - Professor John Stumbles

What was the best thing about law school?
The amazing people you meet.

... and the worst? 
A few of the people you meet.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
There are more than two sides to every story.Also, the details matter!

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
For a period of time, my sanity!

What are your next steps after graduating?
I intend to travel thoroughly before starting full-time work.

I’ve had the pleasure of knowing Shirley-Anne 
(better known as Shirley or Shirl-dizzle) before 
our law school adventures began and there is 
no one I would have rather shared the ups and 
downs with over the past 5 years. Shirley is one 
of the smartest people I know (her nickname in 
our mock trial team was ‘Mind like a steel trap’ - 
nothing escapes her), which is saying something 
given the calibre of people in our cohort. 
Importantly, she is also blessed with a generosity 
of spirit, always making time for her friends and 
family. One of the other things I most admire 

about her is her organisational skills and vision 
- attributes that have made her an outstanding 
President of the Accounting and Auditing Society, 
valuable member of the PASS team and the best 
travel buddy one could ask for. She also has an 
uncanny ability to recall hip-hop lyrics and deliver 
them with the same sass as the original rapper.
As we head on exchange together this semester, I 
am filled with confidence that Shirl has a bright 
future ahead of her, using her incredible talents 
for important causes but also keeping it real as 
only she can! — Lovelle D’Souza
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Siwei Hu
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Must eat jelly bear while reading.

Adam Ingle
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
I now argue about stupid things. Like how mangoes taste too 
outrageous to be a proper fruit. Whatever happened to subtly.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
‘Diplomatic immunity.......has just been revoked’. That was either 
from an ICC judgment or Danny Glover.

What was the best thing about law school?
I enjoy the fact that I could wear a suit to class if I wanted to and 
no-one would question me for it.

... and the worst? 
People wear suits to class for no apparent reason.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
With my Arts degree? Probably become a millionaire at some stage.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
A goat.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Moving to the exciting metropolis that is Canberra.
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Ahhhhhhhhh Clerkship season.

The time of year when law students, who usually 
save their competitive streak for exam time, 
come out in a frenzy of power suit wearing, CV 
polishing, extracurricular activity embellishing fury.

The time when firms come to Uni to tell students 
– already petrified that if they don’t get a clerkship 
position then their future in law is all but lost – 
how to write a cover letter. How when you apply 
for a clerkship role, don’t use an email address like 
“sexxy_kitten_500@hotmail.com” because “trust 
us, we’ve have them!”

Really?

Have you genuinely had an application for a 
clerkship position where someone has written a 
cover letter detailing how much they want to work 
at your firm, gone to lengths to highlight their 
extracurricular activities, their marks and their 
‘keen interest and passion for litigation’ and then 
signed off with sexxy_kitten_500@hotmail.com? 

Doubtful. (Apologies if this is genuinely your email 
address, we didn’t check).

The cheesy aspect of these firm roadshows are 
but one part of the utter pain that makes up the 
clerkship application process. There are those who 
cast a wide net, applying to almost every firm with 
the hope of getting a gig somewhere, and those 
who know exactly what they want and go for it at 
a specific firm. Either way, you’re just going to be 
changing a few words and address details on your 
cover letter.

So if you’re lucky enough to get through the 
initial screening process that is the all important 
cover letter (“I’ve done two years of law school, 
have no idea what it’s like to even work in any 
area of law, let alone at your firm, but I saw on 
your website that you did a few things that sound 
semi-interesting so I’m just going to write them 
down here. I also went on exchange to Bucharest 
and whilst I was there, I travelled around Europe 
and got super loose in Croatia, all of which was an 
enriching experience so please hire me”) you may 
be invited to the next step – a cocktail evening.

As if nothing could be worse than having to write a 
cover letter, you now have to go to the firm’s office, 
stand around with 30 other strangers and make 
incredibly forced and awkward conversations, all 
under the guise of ‘just be yourself and make sure 
to network’ when in reality you’re being closely 
scrutinized for any signs that you may in fact be a 
dickhead and immediately flicked. 

An invitation to a firm cocktail evening can be 
nerve wracking for anyone who decides to attend, 
but I imagine that for the lawyers of the firm who 
have to attend it’s something like this:

“Really looking forward to going home soon, what 
a day. The phone hasn’t stopped, constant emails, 
the lawyers on the other side are being stubborn 
– how nice it will be to relax. Oh, a calendar 
reminder, how odd for this time of the evening, 
what could this be for?” 

“(Expletive)” 

‘Twas the Season

A N O N Y M O U S
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That’s right, potential clerks, no one wants to 
stand around after a long day of work, eat crappy 
pizza triangles and listen to you drone on about 
what your favourite subjects are or which case has 
had the greatest influence on you. No one cares if 
you’re part of the law society, part of any student 
activist bodies or if you rescued stray kittens from 
the streets of Bangkok. They just want to know 
that if they give you something to do, you’ll do 
it and do it properly without asking too many 
questions. 

This is why the clerkship process is so painful. 
It involves so much covert bullshit that it’s hard 
to believe the HR people who say it even believe 
it. “Where do I see myself in five years?” What 
a useless question, because if you don’t say “in a 
leadership role” or something to that effect, then 
you obviously won’t be a good lawyer so we can’t 
offer you a clerkship.

So when clerkship season rolls around, take it with 
a grain of salt. Try not to take yourself too seriously 
and be sure to avoid those who do. Getting or 
missing out on a clerkship position is not the be 

all and end all of law school. There is much more 
to life than corporate law, and a law degree from 
Sydney Uni will open more doors than you think. 
And if nothing else, everyone seems to be really 
impressed if you say you have a law degree. 

So if you had your heart set on a clerkship position 
and you miss out, or you get one but it turns out 
it’s not for you, just remember:

“Life is no straight and easy corridor along
which we travel free and unhampered,
but a maze of passages,
through which we must seek our way,
lost and confused, now and again
checked in a blind alley.

But always, if we have faith, 
A door will open for us,
Not perhaps one that we ourselves
Would ever have though of,
But one that will ultimately 
Prove good for us”

A. J. Cronin 
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Martin Janson
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
The feeling that there is something wrong if I am not constantly 
reading.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
One who seeks equity must do equity.

What was the best thing about law school?
The people, they made the experience of studying at the University 
a great one.

... and the worst? 
Money spent on caffeine.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Resilience

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Time

Tom Jalland
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Microwave meals!

What is your favourite quote from law school?
Fady’s insights on admission, Day 1 of Foundations of Law.

What was the best thing about law school?
Graduating.

... and the worst? 
Corporations Law exam, semester 2 2013.
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Nicole Jirathammakul
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Law school brought the best and worst things out of everyone. We 
were able to test our skills in procrastination every semester when 
and somehow manage to surprise ourselves every time. This is why 
the worst habit I have developed is justifying my need to prioritise 
everything except the assessment that it due ‘after reading week’.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
My most quotable words from law school will have to be something 
along the lines of: ‘It only week 1 (and subsequently 2, 3 and 4), we 
still have time’ or ‘Its okay we have ‘reading’ week coming up soon’.

What was the best thing about law school?
The best thing about law school will definitely have to be the great 
friends that I have made along the way. We were able to go through 
the same experiences from the beginning with Foundations, to the 
end with Jurisprudence and Private International Law.

... and the worst? 
The trophy for the worst part of law school, dare I say, was 
the semester with the 100% closed book exams (Equity and 
Corporations) consisting of the fire alarm debacle when we were 
told ‘stuff happens’ and to get over it. That is one of a few examples 
when I thought USYD needed to get their ‘sh*t together’.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
I will leave law school knowing that everyone needs some form of 
support and time to express their frustration, somebody to talk to 
and someone who understands what they are going through because 
a mental break from all the cases and unnecessarily long judgments 
is a MUST during the semester.

What are your next steps after graduating?
I hope to be able to take a break from studying and to leave Sydney 
for a few months and to travel in between graduating and doing my 
PLT.

Although I don’t exactly remember how I met 
Nicole, I definitely know that I couldn’t have 
gone through law school without her! Often 
being my lunch companion and class buddy, and 
always ready to help me out, Nicole has become 
someone I talk to so often, that we often share 
glances knowing what the other one is thinking. 

Nicole has seen me hyper on coffee, dead after 
an all nighter, stressed before an exam and every 
other emotion possible during law school – thanks 
Nicole for always putting up with me! We’ve 
seriously gone through so much together and I’m 
so glad we went through law school together! — 
Laura Brotodihardjo
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I feel lucky that we were in it together from the 
very start since we meet in foundies. Those first 
few weeks were tough with the exam and all those 
hand-ins afterwards, plus our lecturer was pretty 
intense too. You have helped me survive law 
school. You know I get stressed easily but you’re 
always so supportive and encouraging when I feel 
under pressure. You are always willing to help out 

whenever you can, and you walk with me to the 
bus stop even though we don’t catch the same bus! 
These are only some of the amazing things you 
have done for me, there’s so much more! We have 
so many memories together during law school and 
outside law school. Let’s hope there’s many more 
to come. I know that we will keep in touch. T 
hank you for everything. — Shirley Xue Er Liu

Haney Isabella Kang
Bachelor of Laws From our first ‘Hola’ in Spanish 101, Haney and I were 

destined to be friends. We have laughed and cried through 
many laws together. Haney has the most generous heart and an 
unmatched passion for social justice, and I am excited to see 
how exactly she is going to change the world!  — Melissa Chen
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Nahmo Kang
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Using the CLR as a unit of measurement for large weights, 
thickness of book-like objects and copiousness. Shaking my head 
vigorously after morning coffees to let the caffeine ‘seep through’ the 
brain better

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“The poorest man may in his cottage bid defiance to all the forces 
of the Crown. It may be frail — its roof may shake — the wind 
may blow through it — the storm may enter — the rain may enter 
— but the King of England cannot enter — all his force dares not 
cross the threshold of the ruined tenement!” – William Pitt the 
Elder, quoted by Denning LJ in Southam v Smout [1964] 1 QB 
308, 320

What was the best thing about law school?
The people – friends, talented classmates and incredible professors

... and the worst? 
Also, the people

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Studying ancient and modern languages and perhaps working on 
film productions, assembling fictional languages

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
It is better to be a good person than to be a good resume

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
The green hills of New Z ealand and my Mum’s food. Having high 
school friends close for support, much sleep and a healthy diet

What are your next steps after graduating?
I will begin work as a tipstaff at the New South Wales Civil and 
Administrative Tribunal and the New South Wales Supreme Court 
next year
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Crista Khong
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
“Private” dance parties (in the sense that I am the sole host and 
attendee) at around 11pm the night before an assignment is due. 
Whatever keeps the blood pumping.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“If we are overtaken by a totalitarian regime, ladies and gentlemen, 
who do you think will be the first to go? I will! They’ll kill all the 
constitutional lawyers first!” - Professor Peter Gerangelos, Advanced 
Constitutional Law, 2014

What was the best thing about law school?
The people, and the time for personal, spiritual and intellectual 
growth.

... and the worst? 
The assignments, only mitigated by aforementioned dance parties.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Studied something else.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
The law is not the right or best solution to most problems, and the 
law itself is and will always be imperfect.

What are your next steps after graduating?
I’m still not sure what kind of work I want to do, but I am sure of 
the kind of person I want to be. Ultimately, I want to love and serve 
the Lord Jesus Christ for all the days of my life.
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Alec Kibblewhite
Juris Doctor Alec was one of the first people I met in Law school during 

the joys of legal research.  We bonded for the love of “rhubarb” 
during contracts and have gone through so much more since. 
Alec was always keeping me up to date and I have to give him 
complete credit for introducing me to “self-control” and “Beat 
the Q” for both have changed my life completely! — Laura 
Brotodihardjo

Daniel Kirkby-Jones
Juris Doctor
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Harry Knight
Bachelor of Laws

What is your favourite quote from law school?
‘If the JD students belong in Hufflepuff, then the undergraduate 
students belong in Slytherin; except the students who receive 
clerkships, who belong in Ravenclaw. Of course, no law student 
belongs in Gryffindor. ‘

What was the best thing about law school?
The Sydney Law Revue

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Turned tricks for Jesus

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
*learnt (we’re not in the States, dummy)

What are your next steps after graduating?
graduate solicitor

Shaun Knowles
Bachelor of Laws Heralding from the Garden State, Shaun made the perilous 

journey north to Sydney Uni in 2010 armed only with a 
hockey stick and a 6-pack of Victoria Bitter. Shaun quickly 
became grouped in the crowd of ‘Drews college legends’ and 
it wasn’t until moving out to the leafy lower north shore that 
he was able to cement his mark on law school by becoming 
the 3rd largest employer of law students after Freehills 
and GPS debating.As Shaun rose up the ranks of Elevate 
Education, he was soon taking mid- semester sojourns to 
England, South Africa and Tasmania, galavanting his way 
across the globe espousing time management techniques and 
mnemonic study skills. Shaun also gained prominence with 
his enviable collection of ‘library girlfriends’, girls he managed 
to strike up conversations with using his charm, good looks 
and expert procrastination skills as he put off starting a 3000-
word assignment due in 12 hours. But in all honesty, Shaun 
is a terrific mate who’s unbounded enthusiasm, great sense of 
humour and down-to-earth spirit will ensure his success for 
many years to come — Jackson Wright Smith
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Maria Koevska
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Microwaved almonds,ASOS and “highest to lowest” priced 
properties on airbnb (all at 3am).

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“The slippery slope to corruption and the Eddie Obeid scandal 
begins with the lie about your word count on your mid-semester 
essay.” (Peter Gerangelos)
Not a favourite, but definitely memorable: “Don’t say versus. This 
isn’t Charles Sturt University.” (Wayne Courtney)

What was the best thing about law school?
Without a doubt, the Law Revue! The show and all of the 
incredibly talented people I’ve met have been the highlight of my 
last two years at law school.
My exchange to the law school at the University of Copenhagen in 
my final year was also an incredible and very memorable experience.
FedCon with Peter Gerangelos - the first time I genuinely enjoyed a 
law school subject. Thank you!
Finally, all of the friends I have made and amazing people I have 
been fortunate enough to be around.

... and the worst? 
Reading, ‘additional reading’, Evidence and more reading.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I would be a group fitness instructor or a tour guide and working in 
social justice.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Find out who/what Joshua Chalkey and BeatTheQ are and find out 
early.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Would love to say nothing that wasn’t worth it, but I am still yet to 
learn the guitar and to surf properly. A few more beers also wouldn’t 
have hurt!

What are your next steps after graduating?
Travelling before going on to a graduate role as a financial analyst at 
an investment bank next year.
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I see him across the hallway. He’s gay. 

I see his beautiful green eyes in the Taste line. Gay. 

I danced with his friend at law ball. Gay. 

I hooked up with him in first year. Gay. 

We dated throughout second year. Gay in final year.

Confessions of a Straight Woman
in the Law School

A N O N Y M O U S
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It’s Tuesday today and people still hate me. I’ve been trying my best to 
stay clean this week by taking breaks throughout the day to bathe at 
Victoria Park. Before the big move into the city, these white feathers 
were considered charming, beautiful even… elegant. Alas, those days 
are long gone and now I try to conform to a new standard of beauty. 

But then I see those sweet, sweet hot bins, I just can’t help myself. 
I expose my pink underwing and fly over to the ideal bin near the 

entrance to the law building. I tilt my beautiful beak to the side and 
scoop up that half eaten chicken shnitty baguette. Thanks to the 

new lids on the bin, I can ensure my feathers stay as clean as possible 
during this nibble. 

But then it happened. I saw my ultimate prize. A half-eaten meatbox 
from UniBros. Once again I tilted my beautiful beak and scooped up 
my treasure. Except this time I pulled it out into the open and flew 
over to the law lawns to feast. It’s after this point that my memory 
becomes a bit hazy. The next thing I really remember is lifting my 
head in satisfaction and seeing a group of students with disgusted 

looks on their faces commenting on the state of my feathers and the 
bald patch behind my head. Tomorrow is a new day. 

Diary of an Ibis

Blackacre | 99



Rebecca Kok
Bachelor of Laws
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David Krasovitsky
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
I have come to enjoy the taste of human flesh.

What was the best thing about law school?
I think the collegiate environment, it was so anti-competitive and 
everyone was just so happy when others did well, you really felt like 
everyone was rooting for you all the time.

... and the worst? 
I didn’t really get a chance to master any discernible skills. I mean 
people keep telling me how skilled-up I am and how transferrable 
these skills are but all I’ve learned how to do at law school is hide 
gloating about my own achievements in advice to others and use 
latin in everyday parlance. I very much doubt either of these will 
help me live out my dream as a professional basketball coach.
“Ok guys I know we’re down 50 with 3 minutes left, but if my time 
interning at the United Nations has taught me anything it’s that ab 
initio doesn’t matter as much as your actus reus to win!”

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Time with my cat pishipants - she’s an angel sent from heaven and 
I treat her like a child of divorce - every second weekend I take her 
for a semi-awkward activity designed for children much younger 
than she is. I guess I just can’t stand watching her grow up so fast.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Levels .....

Kras is one of the nicest people you will ever meet; 
he is incredibly humble and supportive. A gamer 
and hip-hop fan, with a history in metal you will 
always find him surrounded by people, he moves 
between the groups at law school and is accepted 
by all. He is the sort of person you want to invite 
to everything because he brings so much positivity 

into a room, his compliments are always heartfelt 
and when you hang out with him you feel more 
confident. He will be the managing partner of the 
law firm everyone wants to join, he will probably 
do it before he is 40, because he is academically 
brilliant and if you haven’t figured it out yet, 
extremely charismatic. — Rocco Rinaldo

Blackacre | 101



Krishneel Kumar
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Immediately thinking about sources of potential relief when hearing 
about anyone’s accident story.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“The exam will be open book....restricted open book”.

What was the best thing about law school?
Stretching my brain.

... and the worst? 
The pain that comes with stretching your brain.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Relaxed on the beaches of Fiji.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
That life is a marathon, not a sprint. Enjoy the journey. Problems 
will always come - and will always go.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
At times, my sanity - but it has been well worth it to be able to do 
something that I want to do for the rest of my life.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Stepping into the commercial world.
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Kenneth Kurien
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Vigorously stretching with little to no regard for classroom etiquette 
and the strange looks from those around me. Perhaps the most 
prolific example was a regrettable phase of kneeling during class, 
instead of using a chair. That habit, which I thankfully grew out 
of, was second only to frequenting the trashiest nightspots between 
Central and Townhall in spite of the atrocious music.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Yaah?”- Ross Anderson. The best.
“Urgh your banter is so subpar.”- Anonymous.
“Getting to the library... HCS trial time, you’re alright.”- 
Anonymous.

What was the best thing about law school?
That feeling you get at the end of exams. More specifically, when 
fabricated stress, and punishing academic apprehension, evaporate 
into thin air. Obviously interacting with a diverse range of people 
each with their own qualities to be respected and adored. But even 
better, entertaining their chat, presumably too unpolished for the 
next generation of legal professionals.

... and the worst? 
Cold 9am lectures. Tomato sauce infused pre-packed lunches that 
induce nausea when devoured nearby, in hot 9am lectures... Men, 
who after washing their hands, inadvertently flick their hand residue 
onto your ankles.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Probably enjoyed myself a little more, and “wasted” a few years. 
However I feel denying the opportunity would have brought me 
back here all the same in the end anyway. Time lost between the 
lines of judgments is not lost forever.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Sometimes the ratio is not rational at all. Worse still, sometimes 
there is no ratio. However sometimes it is best to let things 
be and accept that not all will see eye to eye. The law is not 
all-encompassing. It does not have an answer for everything. 
Notwithstanding its worth and necessity, it cannot trespass every 
facet of being. And it is there, where the real fun happens.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Everything and nothing at the same time.
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It has been an absolute pleasure getting to know 
Kenny over the past three years. Kenny is an 
extremely caring, bubbly, and likeable guy. I can’t 
imagine a bad word ever being said about him.
As a crusader for social justice and with a strong 
passion for environmental law, Kenny would often 
act as the moral compass in our group (which 
was particularly important for the staunch Tony 
Abbott supporter in the group).

Perhaps due to spending 10 years at a school 
with a strict uniform policy, Kenny continued 
to wear a uniform every day over the past three 
years. Kenny’s law school uniform consisted of 
a backward flat brim cap, psychedelic shorts, 21 
dishevelled wristbands for every festival attended, 

and curricular sunglasses. The attire suited Kenny’s 
down to earth and fun-loving character.

As a true Renaissance man, and a lover for the 
finer things in life, such as eagles or sunsets. 
Kenny has often enchanted our group with 
lunchtime stories of his sporting excellence 
at school, or the majestic sunsets that he 
photographed over the weekend.

Due to unwavering dedication (such as, attending 
5am boxing classes after getting home at 2am), I 
know that Kenny will be incredibly successful in 
whatever he chooses to do and I look forward to 
sharing in many more experiences with him. — 
D’Arcy Price
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James Kwong
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Becoming ‘that person’ who yells at an episode of Suits because 
‘that’s not how the law works you gel-haired- handsome-face’.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
The stream cannot rise above its source... or something like that, see 
Peter Gerangelos for solid quotes.

What was the best thing about law school?
Being surrounded by so many brilliant people that any idea of being 
‘competitive’ with them quickly becomes silly.

... and the worst? 
Closed book exams. I mean, what is that even? The Corporations 
Act has well over a thousand sections. What do you mean I can’t 
take the Act in with me?

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Music I suppose, pretend to be bohemian and not at all corporate.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Doesn’t matter how much knowledge you have or how hard you 
study, you’ll only enjoy it with close friends. The law itself isn’t all 
that hard, it’s more important to find those people you really get 
along with.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
A lot of hours, but that’s alright. Without those hours put in, 
cramming for exams or commiserating with your cohort I don’t feel 
like you’re really part of it all. The hours are sacrifices but also the 
things you remember.

What are your next steps after graduating?
A couple of years I expect in corporate law. Hopefully in that time 
I’ll find some part of that that I really enjoy or find another path 
that’ll keep me happy and engaged.
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Brontë  Lambourne
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Excessive mind-mapping.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“I want to feed you the milk before I get you into the meat” – Peter 
Gerangelos. Any of Jennifer Hill’s analogies. 

What was the best thing about law school?
Being able to say I met my closest friends at ‘law camp’.

... and the worst? 
Inflexible admin.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Concision.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Travel. Then pretend to myself I’m not going to stay in commercial 
law for longer than two years.

An unlikely successor to Josh Chalkley’s throne, 
Brontë Lambourne and her infamous notes have 
redefined what it means to be a Big Name On 
Campus. On a personal level, she is known for 

her tequila consumption, blondeness and sky-
high GPA. What can’t this chick do? — Alistair 
Stephenson

With all the wisdom of Gandalf, Bronte selflessly 
took me under her wing and helped me find 
my stride in law school. It has been said that I 
corrupted her, like the One Ring. But I like to 
think we completed each other. She might ape 
around, eat in a questionable manner, and drive 
like a madman. But all I see is my beautiful, 

absurdly smart, driven, riddling best friend who 
I admire to no end. I’d even say she’s Frodo. 
“You can trust me to stick to you through thick 
and thin – to the bitter end… But you cannot 
trust me to let you face trouble alone, and go off 
without a word.” — Talia Calgaro
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Yatlui Linda Lau
Bachelor of Laws

Jun Won Lee
Juris Doctor Many a sunrise, jaunty and smug, I would saunter along a 

field of lilies and strawberries on my way to the law library 
confident that my early wake would find the world slumbering 
away. It did but for one person: Mr Jun Won Lee, affectionately 
known as ‘JW’, a man respected and admired for both his 
tenacity and gentleness. I hardly recall a time when I would 
enter the law library not to find JW there. His indefatigability, 
underscored by a spirit of ‘quiet achievement’, makes its 
presence all the louder by the thundering void it leaves in his 
absence. And I am not talking about a “library dweller” for JW 
embodies the breadth of character that only life experience can 
give. To say that I have felt inspired by JW would be a gross 
understatement. He has been a role model, a teacher and a 
genuine friend. Through our conversations I have discovered 
a man of principle whose disciplined habits represent the true 
pursuit of success. I wish JW all the best. There are many others 
whose palpable influence and timely advice have left in my law 
school journey indelible footprints. — Jorge Gamba
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For College dwellers, law school (and law students) initially present 
a confusing, competitive environment. But one soon realises a 
comforting truth: like meeting a UTS student or a resident of 

Hurstville, it’s hard to identify why, but you’re pretty confident you’re 
better than them. Fortunately, for those who never felt at home, 

College was but a gentle wander away. 

For myself, however, law school was a perfectly agreeable locale. 
Having grown accustomed to my classmates’ daily struggles with 

crippling social awkwardness, I was no longer alarmed by the 
Hindenburg that was their various attempts at social interaction. 

I even began to enjoy the produce from the overpriced and 
underserviced Taste (presumably named for its signature coffee blend 

that can only be reproduced by mixing coffee beans and urine in a 
coal pit, then scooping them out with an old boot). 

I think the hardest time I had at law school was juggling pressing 
commitments within College (noteworthy highlights: Surreal Sounds 

2011 and the Great Wednesday of 2012) and the ever-present 
workload endured by all law students. Clerkship season was also 

a chore: pretending you’re stressed when you know you’re safe is a 
burden not to be taken lightly. #boysclub 

I will leave law school with a graduate position, a string of acceptable 
marks and a healthy disdain for Grammar students. 

All in all – it’s been a blast!

White Privilege, Alive and Well

A N O N Y M O U S
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Are you considering living with law students? Tempted by an invite to 
law ball? Seduced by their cute smiles and raging coke parties?

I live with two law students, and in the spirit of a PSA, I’d like to let 
you know what you’re getting in to.

You’ll go through exam time by proxy. A stressful period for any 
student, certainly. But about twenty times worse for a law student. 
I didn’t see my housemates for about three weeks. They left for the 
library before I got up, and came home after I went to bed. Once, 
during exam time, I heard a noise in the middle of the night, and, 

convinced it was a robber, came downstairs. I found my housemates, 
wild-eyed and hysterical, eating filthy food combinations (salsa with 
no chips? Hummus on a spoon? A single dry salada?) straight out of 

an open-doored fridge.

They’ll send you messages detailing the most disgusting cases in their 
medical law textbook. Keywords will include “excessive bleeding”, 

“gangrened leg”, “running sores,” and “hysterical pregnancy”.

About 50% of their friends and acquaintances are total egomaniacal 
psychos who would have been driven out of the non-law community 
with pitchforks and burning torches. On the plus side, you’ll get to 

hear the most disgusting, toe-curling gossip about these freaks because 
the law school rumour mill is off the chain.

At some point, you will be asked the following questions at a law 
school party A) what school did you go to? Or B) What did you get 

in the admin law assignment? The answer to both of these questions is 
“Please get a life”.

Worst of all, they’ll suck all the joy out of watching Double Jeopardy. 
IT’S JUST A MOVIE GUYS.

But at least they’ll give you free legal advice. For now.

Living With Law Students:
A Survivor’s Tale

A N O N Y M O U S
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Dyanna Leslie
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
I have developed multiple weird habits, including: singing while 
studying, obsessively cleaning to put off the aforementioned 
studying, and thinking it’s reasonable to eat Shapes for lunch and/or 
dinner. I have also mastered the art of being a hermit.

What was the best thing about law school?
Law school has been intellectually challenging and it has taught me 
a lot about various law subjects and myself. I’ve also met some cool 
people

... and the worst? 
Developing some weird habits (see above) and consequently 
becoming someone that my friends and family try to avoid around 
the exam period

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I would have been a psychologist, probably with lawyers as clients

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Never underestimate the power of caffeine to get you through the 
day. That being said, don’t knock a caffeinated drink onto a laptop 
3 days before an assignment is due without having backed up said 
assignment.

Miles Lee
Juris Doctor I have had the honour and privilege of getting to know Mile 

Lee and watch him develop over the past three years. Miles is 
a man who is assiduous to his studies and has the charisma of 
Cicero. He is a gentlemen in public but a truculent tyrant in 
the moot court which has seen him excel in his chosen blood 
sport. I relish the opportunity to observe what will no doubt be 
an amazing career in law from Miles Lee in the future. — James 
O’Neill
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Amy Liu
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Craving for daily campos coffee.

What was the best thing about law school?
Creating long lasting friendships with a bunch fun and intelligent 
people.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Study Commerce and be two years into my working life.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Work hard now and it would eventually pay off. To think critically 
and logically about everything. The importance of a balanced 
lifestyle!

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Sleep & eyesight

What are your next steps after graduating?
Travel, relax and enter into full time work!

Blackacre | 111



Shirley Xue Er Liu
Juris Doctor

What was the best thing about law school?
The people

... and the worst? 
The stress

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Social Work

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
“The impossible can always be broken into possibilities” - I can get 
things done, I just need to focus on it and stay motivated

Shirley is one of the most driven, dedicated and 
passionate people I have ever met. She is not only 
always ready to listen to everything I have to say 
but has always encouraged me to do my best. 
Her support was invaluable during law school 
and I knew she was someone I could rely on. I 

cannot count how many times I have laughed 
so hard with her and truly appreciate everything 
she’s done for me. Whether it be eating together, 
studying or just even talking I always have such a 
good time with her. — Laura Brotodihardjo

Shirls, you have been such an important part of 
my time in the JD. I just want to tell you I am 
so glad that we met the way we did because it is 
such a memorable start to our friendship. I have 
to tell you that you are one of the reasons why I 
have managed to make it through and you have 
given me so much support throughout the last 
few years. So I wanted to take this opportunity 
to thank you and tell you that you bring out the 

best in me and everyone who has the privilege of 
meeting you. I will always hold your friendship 
and our memories close to my heart and can truly 
say that I have enjoyed my student life because of 
you and the friends I have made in the process. 
Everything happens for a reason and I believe 
I was meant to find my best friends during law 
school. Thank you and lots of love! — Nicole 
Jirathammakul 
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Luke Liang
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
I pedantically proofread any text that comes into my field of view. 
People find it extremely irritating.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“The law is a turd” - Roger Magnusson

What was the best thing about law school?
Peter Gerangelos. Yes, I learnt about constitutional law from him 
- but I also learnt a lot about being a good person. For example, 
before eating food in public, I’ll always consider whether or not 
people around me will appreciate the aroma. Being in the Law 
Revue band for six years was okay too.

... and the worst? 
Realising that you’ve left everything until the last minute and 
having to cram like there’s no tomorrow (mostly because the exam 
is today). During STUVAC, I would have nightmares where all I 
saw was a black void with legal terms zooming towards me like a 
bad 3D IMAX movie.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I think I would have studied music and languages overseas. I’m 
really glad I didn’t though, the past few years have been quite a ride.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Work smart, not hard - you can spend more time doing the things 
you love that way. You definitely don’t have to make your own notes 
to do very well in a subject. #JJC #AlexSolo

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Time which I could have spent establishing myself in the music 
scene. Then again, Law School only slowed down the process and 
it was definitely worthwhile. Wherever I end up, I’ll always be very 
thankful for all the friends I’ve made and the experiences I’ve had 
along the way.

What are your next steps after graduating?
I always struggle with this. Maybe music, maybe law. Por que no los 
dos? Seriously, someone tell me.
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Al-Karim Madhavji
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Taking notes with my eyes shut or while napping

What is your favourite quote from law school?
When I first got into law school I was aiming for an HD, now I’m 
aiming for a JD.

What was the best thing about law school?
The Law Library

... and the worst?
The Law Library

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I would have continued to work in an area where I could aid 
persons suffering from developmental disabilities.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Time Management

Paris Maggs
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Waking up very early

What was the best thing about law school?
Making new friends and facing challenges

... and the worst? 
Less sleep

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Never assume anything.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Lots of sleep!

What are your next steps after graduating?
Working as a graduate lawyer at Signet Lawyers Pty Limited.
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Stephanie Mak
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Perhaps not the weirdest but definitely the most significant - 
my coffee addiction. If you haven’t befriended the fellow Taste 
or Campos Coffee Newtown staff then you’re not living the 
appropriate Sydney Law student lifestyle. Since the start of Law 
School, I’ve found myself developing very stringnet rules as to what 
qualifies a cup of coffee and rationalizing my life choices when I go 
for another cup. What’s not fun about being caffeine-addled all the 
time, or making the 9 p.m. Grande Long Black part of your every-
day routine? Seriously, try telling a normal person how much coffee 
you drink and gauge their reaction from 1 to “what in the hell.”

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Law school is the Hunger Games.”

What was the best thing about law school?
Professor Peter Gerangelos, John Stumbles and SULS Bar Tab.

... and the worst? 
Everyone at law school has some kind of mental or physical 
problem. While some are achoholics and caffeine addicts, 99% of 
them are stressed out most or all of the time. Very often the stress is 
contributed from the competition and pressure to be the best.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I would have graduated from my Commerce (Finance) degree and 
enjoying my friday nights and weekends, actually having a social 
life.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
The most valuable lesson I learned from law school was to believe 
in myself. Law school gave me lots of “hard skills” including critical 
thinking and legal writing. I use those skills daily. The deeper 
lesson I learned in law school, however, was also to trust my own 
judgment and point of view. Trust your instincts and the path will 
reveal itself.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
My friday and saturday nights staying in for assignments and exams.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Get admitted after completing College of Law and hoping to kick 
start my career as a legal practitioner.
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Amy Mao
Juris Doctor

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Why buy the cow when you can get the milk for free?” Saul 
Fridman

What was the best thing about law school?
The excellent quality of teaching and supportive staff at every year 
of my program.

... and the worst? 
Being assessed quite regularly by the very best and having to be 
called to account - it’s an amazing process.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Sat in many CLE seminars until somebody took pity on me.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Not everyone is suited to becoming a lawyer

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Nothing.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Working on my handicap.

Fun fact about Stephanie: She cried before every 
exam. Steph and I met on the 31st December 
2008, we both went to the Opera House to 
celebrate our first New Year’s Eve in Sydney. 
Funny thing is she thought I was a thief when we 
first met (long story). As things turned out, she 
became one of the main reasons why I decided to 
do my law degree. She was a great friend during 
our time in the foundations program and she 
encouraged me to study law as I was starting to 
gain interest in law but not enough to make a 

decision about studying it in the university. Due 
to her persuasion, I decided to give law a go and 
ended up enjoying my time studying it. Even 
though it was at times frustrating and sometimes 
downright depressing, she was always there to 
accompany me through this challenging but 
interesting journey. For this, I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank her and congratulate 
her for finishing her law degree as well. — Xiao 
Ming Wu
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Bradley Mariano
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Saying words like ‘contumelious’ with less irony than I should. Also, 
being hyper-aware of when I say “I study law” and then quickly 
assessing how necessary that was to the conversation at hand.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“JD!”

What was the best thing about law school?
Meeting Keg at the Neath Hotel.And all the interesting, passionate 
and great people I’ve had the chance to meet and befriend in second 
place.

... and the worst? 
“Corps-gate”.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
The best timeline? Probably writing of some sort, or something 
completely different. I don’t think I was ready for the ‘real world’ 
in any case, studying law did give me a better idea of what I do and 
don’t want going forth.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Don’t hold up the line at Taste, and that procrastination is 
particularly lethal in law.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
I think this aspect of studying law is a bit overstated, I don’t really 
feel like I sacrificed too much for law school - maybe some work 
opportunities in the short term, but I think it’s pretty doable to 
have a good work-life balance while studying. In fact, it ends up 
being pretty crucial.

Brad and I share a love of hip-hop and rap, 
which sees us drift off into our own little world 
of references and allusions that from the outside 
must seem like some sort of foreign language. 
From composing a playlist of RnB classics in 
consultation with other members of the JD 
to being adamant about the music he want to 
hear at Law Ball, Brad doesn’t let the miasma 

of law school get in the way of his interests. He 
can always be called upon for his encyclopaedic 
knowledge of films and is generally relaxed, which 
is invaluable at law school. When we are all losing 
our minds he is calm and collected, he approaches 
law school on his terms and reminds us all to do 
the same. — Rocco Rinaldo
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Typhoon Tea
Typhoon Tea has been drunk by successive 
generations of law students at the University of 
Sydney. The tea’s flavour blend of overachievers’ 
competitiveness and first world privilege often 
leaves an aftertaste of overpriced baguettes and 
salty, bitter tears. The drinkers of Typhoon Tea are 
said to experience an accurate apprehension of the 
realities of the current job market. To cope with the 
tea’s effects, drinkers often nurture their budding 
alcoholism and make a series of regrettable sexual 
decisions. So far the only fatalities of Typhoon Tea 
have been the hope and moral compasses of law 
students.   

The tealeaves of Typhoon Tea are grown inside an 
overrated architectural eyesore that bears witness 
to what happens when a committee full of lawyers 
hear a collection of design buzzwords such as 
“classroom and social life synergy”. Ideal conditions 
for the growth of the Typhoon Tea tree include the 
constant aroma of stress induced coffee farts and 
the crushed dreams of students from all over the 
world. Insensitive wordsmiths pick the leaves of the 
Typhoon Tea tree whilst they publicly mock the 

concerns of young adults who are precluded from 
home ownership due to the financial debt of their 
Typhoon Tea addiction. 

Further enquiries about the production and 
packaging of Typhoon Tea often result in threats of 
legal action and a condescending tone.

Typhoon Tea Parties
Twice a year the University of Sydney Law Faculty 
throws Typhoon Tea Parties for students. To 
increase the potency of the blend, the faculty 
will sometimes store the leaves of the Typhoon 
Tea tree in closed books, before forcing students 
to drink one hundred percent of it in front of 
wrinkled crones that scream Fascist administrative 
propaganda. To the shouts of “You may start 
writing when the small handle reaches the 
twelve” students drink the tea as they mutter legal 
principles like prayers to a God that looks like Lord 
Denning.  

This type of Typhoon Tea Party is a nostalgic 
throwback, as other universities across Australia 
update the methods and playlist of their own tea 

Typhoon Tea

A N O N Y M O U S
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parties. A member of an unnamed law faculty in 
New South Wales stated, “We listened to student 
concerns when they told us that the closed book 
[Typhoon Tea strain] is too potent”. However, 
a partner at a leading commercial law firm in 
Sydney’s CBD claimed that drinking the University 
of Sydney’s closed book Typhoon Tea strain was a 
necessary rite of passage for his son’s high school 
friends/ future employees. He added, “Plus, those 
type of [tea parties] also ensure that we get the 
cream of the crop in terms of ethnic minorities, 
ladies and people from socio-economically 
disadvantaged backgrounds”.     

The New Blend Controversy 
On Wednesday the 12th of November 2014, a 
Typhoon Tea Party, with the potent closed book 
strain, was interrupted. The majority of the 
descriptions of the events come from eyewitnesses 
who attended the Tea Party. Party organizers 
from the Sydney Law Faculty have claimed 
that the recollection of these eyewitnesses is 
unreliable due to the effects of Typhoon Tea. The 
emotionality and anger from the high of drinking 
too much Typhoon Tea contributing to a skewed 
understanding of their own emotions in relation to 
the interruptions to their party going experience. 
Instead, partygoers who experienced Typhoon 
Tea in the sixties and seventies when the blend 
was less potent, and who have a vested interest in 
undermining the severity of the event, are said to 
be far more equipped to interpret the emotions of 
affected students.    

Nonetheless, the following has been agreed 
upon. A fire alarm went off in the rooms that 
the party was being held. Students were told 
to evacuate. Bewildered, the law students were 
led away from non-existent harm’s way into the 
quad. Some students reasonably assuming that 
such an interruption had degraded the integrity 
of the party waited to be dismissed, or left. Other 
students ignored their first glimpse of sun in a 
week and focused on preparing for their re-entry 
into the Typhoon Tea Party. The behaviour of 

the latter group attracted heated comments on 
Facebook that received numerous ‘Likes’.       

To the intense shock of a few students, all students 
were led back to the Party. When all students were 
seated, a party organizer from the faculty claimed 
that the Typhoon Tea that would be handed to 
students would be a ‘New Blend’. The special 
one-time offer of a practice flavour ‘New Blend’ 
was met with the cheers of an adoring party going 
crowd. Students sipped hesitantly at first but soon, 
the party was underway.  

One student described the tea party as the “best 
one ever” she claimed “usually the atmosphere of 
[a tea party] is full of stress and sadness but this 
time [the tea] was pretty sweet”. A gentleman 
and scholar from the JD cohort described his 
experience of the “new blend” Typhoon Tea party 
in the following way “I hung out and made a 
couple of jokes”. One student said the lack of 
potency of the tea made her delirious “everything 
I said was vague, anchored in nothing but my 
intuition”. Whereas another student said she had 
just stopped caring in the middle of the party and 
drew a picture of a unicorn fighting a robot.

After the party was over, students discussed 
the New Blend. Most students agreed that the 
New Blend had been less potent and smoother. 
However, to the surprise of partygoers, party 
organizers had sent an email to students claiming 
that a mix-up had occurred. That the New Blend 
had been the Closed Book strain of Typhoon Tea. 
In reaction to the email one student quipped “more 
like a cup of Typhoon Tea and hard to Digest” to 
the laughs of none of his friends. 

References:
[1] The colour clash of lime green and burnt 
orange. 
[2] A deep bitterness in my heart. 
[3] Caffeine induced paranoia.
[4] Ibises.
[5] Typhoon Tea. 
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Christopher Marshall
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Become nocturnal

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“The stream can’t rise above it’s source”

What was the best thing about law school?
Advanced Constitutional Law

... and the worst? 
Appendicitis before the Introduction to Property and Commercial 
Law exam

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Engineering

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
The importance of profreading

What are your next steps after graduating?
Write a fantasy-adventure novel
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Timothy Maybury
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Setting my alarm for 7am on Sunday mornings.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
Surely not the only person to choose this, but has to be “typhoon in 
a teacup” - didn’t it cause *such* a sensation?!

What was the best thing about law school?
All of the learning; I’ve come out feeling as though I have gained 
at least some kind of a grasp of a tonne of concepts and principles 
that I didn’t even know existed before arriving here. There are also 
several brilliant and inspiring lecturers at Sydney Law School, I feel 
privileged to have had the opportunity to learn from them. And of 
course the friends - definitely made some lifers on day one.

... and the worst? 
Other students taking their shoes off in the library - c’mon people, 
let’s maintain some basic standards of social composure here!

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Become an art historian or museum curator. By the time I had 
reached 25 it was looking less and less as though I was going to 
meet a tragic rock and roll demise at the age of 27, so I had some 
re-evaluating to do. For the best really.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
That hard work, patience and determination will pay off.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Writing and playing music - but got to make up for that lost music 
time in a tiiiiiny way at the Final Year Dinner.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Moving to Canberra to take up a graduate position with the 
Commonwealth Attorney-General’s Department.
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Daniel McArthur
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Making sure every power switch is switched off when it is not being 
used... everywhere... and exclusively eating Weetbix... num num

What is your favourite quote from law school?
Meagher JA: “So tell me about this wreeetched shed”
Heydon J: “The odour of human rights sanctity is sweet and 
addictive. It is a comforting drug stronger than poppy or 
mandragora or all the drowsy syrups of the world.”

What was the best thing about law school?
‘Breaking through the crust’, sharpening and honing my mind on 
the whetstone of the common law, nurturing my understanding 
through the empathy of equity. And the people of course.

... and the worst? 
Bowing to The Man, letting Mandrake down, and frothers.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
A poet mingling the allure, charm, and peccadilloes of the various 
romantic languages, yet bound to the Japanese form.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
To know myself and my priorities, and to always strive to act with 
integrity and honesty. (partly law school, partly my dad, partly 
Buddha)

What are your next steps after graduating?
A linear progression towards my destiny as a surfing hedge fund 
manager in Brazil.

Dan stared out over the sapphire water of Wategos 
beach. The Cape loomed above him as he sat on 
his eight foot McTavish. Something caught his eye 
on the horizon. A lump was rising out of the blue. 
He watched as it grew, building on itself, dark and 
smooth. He knew now: this was a huge wave, a 
corker. And it was made for him.

His hands cut through the water. The spray on 
his face was electricity blue sparking his skin. He 
was paddling but now he wasn’t moving forward, 
just up, as the water dropped away below him 

and loomed above him- 2 foot, 4 foot, 6, more- 
smooth, steep, picking him up. This wave was 
made for him.

But staring down at that drop, feeling the power 
of the wave behind him, Dan’s arms were heavy, 
his breath tight, his steely determination replaced 
by self doubt.And in that moment everything 
that he had experienced, everything that had 
brought him to this place, flashed before his eyes. 
He saw a young man leave his idyllic childhood 
in Tauranga to make an illustrious career at St 
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Andrews College. Some of his friends unfairly 
called him Dirty, but this was a highly intelligent 
man, prone to hours of Riposte. This man had 
the most engaging personality your author has 
ever encountered, with a love of good beats and a 
wicked sense of humour that melted many ladies’ 
hearts.

Dan looked at himself, and saw an incredibly 
open person, always searching for new friends 
and new experiences. He saw a man who took the 
opportunity to learn French and study and work 
in Paris for a year, who learned Portuguese and 
lived and worked in Brazil. He saw an unerringly 

true friend, with a big heart. He saw the person 
who has been more than amazing company to this 
author during law school- he has also taught me 
about generosity of spirit, about searching for new 
experiences, and about the joy of a good set of 
speakers.

The lip of the wave began to break behind him. 
Dan felt strength return to his arms, and in one 
smooth motion pushed himself up- and then 
he was away. He swooped down the face of the 
wave, felt the surge of power and speed, the wall 
of water behind him but the beach so open before 
him. Carf rode. —  David Hertzberg

Stephen McCann
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Doing my most efficient work after 12am.

What was the best thing about law school?
Studying with a lot of interesting, like-minded people and making 
some lifelong friends.

... and the worst? 
9am lectures.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
A straight Commerce degree.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Start things as early as possible. A coffee makes early mornings a lot 
better as well.

What are your next steps after graduating?
A little more study, a good break and then into the real world.
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Jessica McDonald
Juris Doctor

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“I’ll meet you at Taste” – everybody.

What was the best thing about law school?
The many social events. In particular, making new friends on the 
first year JD Hunter Valley trip.

... and the worst? 
The extremely long coffee queues!

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Master of Economics.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Nothing is impossible - you can and will do all that reading.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Working for a commercial law firm.

Erin McGinty
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Being a law student my understanding is that my obscene caffeine 
addiction is not weird at all and is in fact encouraged.

What was the best thing about law school?
Coffee. Kirby J.

... and the worst? 
Sleep deprivation.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Rocket science.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Always agree with the lecturer. Always.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Sleep. Social life. Mental health. Physical health. Recreational 
reading.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Getting a real job. Keeping a real job.
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Graeme McIntyre
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Three years ago I didn’t drink coffee, now I’m an addict! By the end 
of writing my honours thesis I had escalated to six cups a day, seven 
days a week.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Close adherence to legal reasoning is the only way to maintain 
the confidence of all parties in federal conflicts. It may be that the 
Court is thought to be excessively legalistic. I should be sorry to 
think that it is anything else. There is no other safe guide to judicial 
decisions in great conflicts than a strict and complete legalism”. Sir 
Owen Dixon,Address upon taking the oath of office in Sydney as 
Chief Justice of the High Court of Australia on the 21st April 1952.

What was the best thing about law school?
Immersing myself in the law, challenging my preconceptions about 
justice and fairness, and being able to think about policy issues from 
a legal perspective. I also had the pleasure of making friends with 
some exceptional people.

... and the worst? 
The intense competition for grades sometimes detracted from the 
enjoyment of study and the pursuit of a holistic education. Some of 
the time spent hunched over law books, preparing for exams, could 
in hindsight, have been better spent by reading for interest or doing 
something other than study.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Study Economics and Social Policy.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Success is rewarded through hard work, coupled with dedication 
and persistence.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
I sacrificed personal relationships, health, fun and sanity, at different 
times. I invested a huge amount of energy in my studies and 
making the most of the fantastic opportunity to study at Sydney 
Law School. My friends and family also sacrificed a lot to support 
me in this journey.

What are your next steps after graduating?
I plan to work as a research assistant at the University for six 
months, whilst also modifying my honours thesis with a view 
to publication. After that, I am moving to London to take up a 
training contract with Herbert Smith Freehills.
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Sian McLachlan
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Talking about Professor Anne Twomey with a dangerously obsessive 
level of admiration. She is the most intelligent, charismatic and 
appropriately unabashed lecturer I’ve ever had (...I told you).

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“You’re a babe” - from Al Stephenson to all the ladies in law school.

What was the best thing about law school?
The secret bathrooms on Level 0 in the back corner.

... and the worst? 
I want to say Taste baguettes but I wouldn’t know! I successfully 
completed my law degree without ever having a Taste baguette.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Continued on being an inappropriately loud auditor at Deloitte.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Don’t go on facebook in class. What your lecturers are saying is 
(almost always) much more interesting and valuable.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
60 hour weeks in an office.

What are your next steps after graduating?
60 hour weeks in an office.
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Andrew McNair
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Using phrases like “in respect of”, “causal nexus” and “in the 
alternative” whilst conversing normally.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Have you studied Foundations of Law?” - in class, from a Professor 
to a 4th year LLB.

What was the best thing about law school?
Roman Law.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Professional video gamer.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Continued on being an inappropriately loud auditor at Deloitte.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Tolerating uncertainty.
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The closest friend I have made at Sydney Law 
School – who, of course, I met on day one of 
Foundations of Law – drew my attention the other 
day to the fact that we only have six more days of 
classes left in the JD. What a bizarre reality it is 
to have arrived at this moment, one that has felt 
impossibly far away for such a very long time. 

Reflecting upon my original reasons for applying to 
go to law school back in 2011, you could say I was 
one of the regular clichés: an art school kid chasing 
indie dreams, living and working as a musician 
in New York, who woke up one day and decided 
that his whole existence was too self-absorbed, and 
that the time to ‘get serious’ and to start ‘making 
a difference’ had come (and, let’s face it, realising 
that he’d have to be seriously lucky if playing guitar 
was ever going to end up paying the bills).

It’s so satisfying to be able to say today that the 
depth and quality of experiences I have gained in 
the past three years have far surpassed any of my 
initial expectations. 

For me, at least 50 per cent of my education 
has taken place away from the Camperdown 
campus. I’ve trodden the path of many a publicly-
interested, hopelessly idealistic, highly-energetic 
Sydney Law School student. I’ve volunteered 
at Redfern Legal Centre; I’ve sat on the Branch 
Committee of Amnesty International NSW; I’ve 
undertaken an internship with the Australian 
Law Reform Commission; and another with the 
Federal Court of Australia’s International Programs 
Unit, which implements capacity building and 
professional development programs with judiciaries 
of developing nations in South East Asia and the 
Pacific. 

The most enduring experience, however, has been 
my work in the one truly autochthonous area of 
Australian law – native title.

At the end of first year I applied for a Legal 
Internship with the Aurora Project, a nationwide 
internship program that enables law, anthropology 
and social science students to undertake 
professional placements in a number of Native 
Title Representative Bodies and other Indigenous 
organisations across Australia. I was thrilled to 
be accepted into the program and to be offered a 
placement at the Torres Strait Regional Authority 
– although my hopes for adventure were somewhat 
dashed when that opportunity fell through and I 
was instead placed at NTSCORP, just around the 
corner in Redfern. 

NTSCORP is a publicly funded native title service 
provider that represents Aboriginal traditional 
owners in native title claims in New South Wales 
and the Australian Capital Territory.  As an intern, 
the first task I was given was that of transcribing 
hours of recordings of interviews with our clients – 
the applicants in a recently lodged native title claim 
located over a large portion of western New South 
Wales – and formatting the text into affidavits to 
be considered by the State’s legal representatives 
at the Crown Solicitor’s Office. Transcribing: a 
typically mundane intern task, no doubt. However, 
this evidence was not that of bland facts or dry 
tales, but rather fascinating oral histories provided 
by senior Indigenous community leaders and 
custodians of traditional law and custom. In these 
tapes the witnesses recalled their earliest memories 
from their childhoods growing up in the bush, 
learning about their cultural identity from the 
elders who raised them, and sharing their extensive 

Working in the Community

T I M O T H Y  M A Y B U R Y

128 | Blackacre 



and detailed knowledge of the customary legal 
structures via which their people’s connection 
to their traditional homelands has survived 
continuously, un-severed, since times before the 
British Crown asserted its radical title over the 
Australian continent. 

In hindsight I am so glad that I didn’t end up 
travelling to the Torres Strait for what would have 
been a finite period, for if I did I would not have 
ended up forming the strong relationships with 
the clients and staff of NTSCORP that I have 
since maintained. I was fortunate enough to be 
offered ongoing employment as a paralegal upon 
completing my internship, and have stayed on with 
the organisation for the past two years. During this 
time I have developed knowledge of Indigenous 
kinship systems, marriage rules, languages, 
totems, traditional foods and medicines, natural 
resource extraction methods, mythologies and the 
geographical boundaries of the many traditional 
nations that comprise the land mass we recognise 
as New South Wales – all of which provides the 
substance of the evidence that native title claimants 
are required to adduce in order to establish the 
existence of their traditional title. The experience 
has also equipped me with excellent legal skills 
from which I will draw upon as I enter my career, 
given that I have now prepared for and participated 
in numerous client meetings, mediations, case 
management conferences, negotiations and 
directions hearings before the Federal Court.

I’m not going to lie – working in native title 
sure is a tough slog. As is the shared experience 
of many who work in the community or non-
government sectors, resources are tight, workloads 
are astronomical and demands are challenging. 
However, it is this very perseverance through 
difficult circumstances that enhances the rewarding 
feeling that is felt when outcomes are finally 
achieved. 

Earlier this year I gained the privilege of 
experiencing a truly remarkable event. After 18 

years of negotiations, the Federal Court convened 
for a rare, on-country hearing in a marquee by the 
ocean in the mid-north coastal town of Nambucca 
Heads to recognise the native title rights and 
interests that the people of the Gumbaynggirr 
nation hold over the Gaagal-Wangaan National 
Park. Despite the sad fact that many of the original 
claimants had passed away before they were able to 
witness this historic occasion, the sense of elation, 
calm victory and spirit of reconciliation that was 
shared by the 400 community members present 
was palpable. Watching a Federal Court judge and 
registrar and their associates be chaperoned by a 
group of traditional owners for a tour of sacred site 
visits in the bush, robes and all, was also quite a 
sight to behold.

Choosing to go to law school was the right 
decision because the experience clarified my 
previously vague notions of what public service 
actually means. Although I’m certain the 2010 
version of myself would not recognise the 2014 
version – partially due to the receding hairline and 
glasses that law school has kindly bequeathed to 
me – I’m still a cliché, albeit one who now has a 
more realistic perception of the diverse range of 
genuinely fulfilling opportunities that a career in 
the law can provide. 
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Patrick Meaney
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Thanks to Ross Anderson, I take careful note of the flag state of 
any aeroplane or ship I board: gotta be sure which legal system I’m 
dealing with.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Equity is like Batman; it makes everyone’s life better yet most 
people don’t know that it exists” – Nicholas Condylis

What was the best thing about law school?
The exceptional teachers, sunny afternoons with friends on the Law 
Lawns and my exchange semester.

... and the worst? 
Clerkship and exam madness when everyone’s sanity would go out 
the window for a few weeks.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I guess I would have stayed in the ADF and would likely be off 
fighting a war somewhere. Good thing I decided to study law.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Peter Gerangelos taught me that it’s better to lose your arm than 
your reputation and Mark Leeming taught me the importance of 
keeping my hands clean.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Like most law students, I had this great system where I would 
sacrifice sleep which would then require me to sacrifice large 
amounts money buying coffee at Taste.

What are your next steps after graduating?
College of Law, hopefully getting admitted, and doing a bit of travel 
before starting as a solicitor in London.
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Anastasia Mihailidis
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Needing to eat a banana before every exam - no idea why.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
‘Ladies and Gentlemen, I must feed you the milk before I feed you 
the meat’ - Peter Gerangelos 2013 Fed Con

What was the best thing about law school?
The amazing friends I have made over the past 5 years.

... and the worst? 
Exam cramming and lack of sleep during stuvac - the stress 
generally.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Probably medicine or something science-related.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
That using your friends’ exam notes from previous years is one of 
the most effective ways of getting through law school while also 
trying to balance having a life and working.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
My sanity! I also should have probably gone out more, but was 
often stuck at my desk, especially on weekends.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Taking a year off in 2015 then starting as a grad at Allen & Overy 
in 2016.
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Alexander Moddel
Juris Doctor

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“But everything I have just said has been overruled and no longer 
applies, so I hope you weren’t writing it down”

What was the best thing about law school?
Developing a new way of thinking, being surrounded by so many 
intelligent people, and making some new and (hopefully) lasting 
friendships with people from all over the world.

... and the worst? 
The audacity of the pigeons in the law building

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Set up a permanent sausage sizzle stand at Sydney Uni - I think I 
would make more money

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
To consider as many alternatives as possible; not everything is just 
black and white

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
A coffee free existence

What are your next steps after graduating?
I’m excited about the prospect of getting out into the big bad world 
and seeing how far my law degree will take me.
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David Monteith
Bachelor of Laws

What is your favourite quote from law school?
‘In short, equity does not bear the same relationship to the instinct 
for revenge as the institution of marriage does the sexual appetite’ 
(Heydon JA, Harris v Digital Pulse Pty Ltd)

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
The perils of the split infinitive.

As a law student, David is a ‘traditionalist’.  He is 
a lover of the common law and legal history. He 
opts for pen and paper, not the MacBook.  He 
enjoys proofreading and deplores split infinitives.  
He takes great joy in appellate courts counselling 
lower courts.  He has a sharp mind and will 
always question a proposition, even if it belongs 
to Dyson Heydon, his favourite judge. More 
importantly, David is an honest friend who won’t 

just tell you what you want to hear. Conversing 
with David is always entertaining, as he loves an 
argument.  He is also unwaveringly positive, and 
therefore a good person to talk to on a bad day. 
He doesn’t take himself too seriously, either. Law 
school would not have been the same without his 
friendship. I wish him only the best. — Matthew 
Barry

Blackacre | 133



Yoko Morimoto
Juris Doctor

What was the best thing about law school?
Meeting great people from all around the world, both at Sydney 
and during exchange

... and the worst? 
Extreme air conditioning in some rooms. 100% final exams.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Probably find another way to keep studying and not join the 
workforce as a full-time employee.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
That it’s okay to be unsure of what the future might hold. That, and 
doing readings during semester is a good idea.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Some sleep here and there.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Taking a break to travel and see the world, and hopefully get the 
chance to work overseas

Elyse Morcom
Bachelor of Laws
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Hannah Morris
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Becoming addicted to anonymously lurking on Whirlpool forums.
Also drinking 6 energy drinks a day during exam and assessment 
periods.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“This exam is most likely going to be re-sit... so treat this one as 
a practice”- Law School Lecturer, “Corpsgate” Corporations Law 
Final Exam 2013

What was the best thing about law school?
Law Ball, SULS socials, Taste chips with aioli and tomato sauce, 
drinking ciders on the law lawns on summer afternoons, Law 
Revue, getting SULS and Law School related merch, the wonderful 
people I met... so pretty much everything except the part where we 
studied law.

... and the worst? 
The part where we studied law.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
A masters of Media Practice.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Someone once said to me “When you look back on your
time at University, think about what you want to remember. Do 
you want to remember sitting at a desk or the inside of the library? 
Or do you want to remember the people you met, the memories 
you made with them, and the experiences you had?” I decided then 
and there I wanted the latter, and choosing to get involved in all the 
extra-curricular activities that the University of Sydney had to offer 
was one of the best decision I ever made at law school.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Potentially years of my life through the copious amounts of caffeine 
and alcohol I ingested over the 3 years of my degree.

What are your next steps after graduating?
I would ideally like to work either in the areas of government and 
public policy, international development, or in communications 
and public relations... might even end up in a law firm, who knows!
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Sophie Morton
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
I set timers all the time now. I like to know how long it takes to do 
things. It’s very strange.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
I appreciated the vivid, yet unappealing imagery Professor 
Gerangelos used when telling us to break through our ‘intellectual 
crusts’. His class in general was full of wonderful lines.

What was the best thing about law school?
It’s corny but honest: the people I’ve met.

... and the worst? 
The coffee on campus.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Before starting the JD I worked in archaeology. One day a friend of 
mine, who had recently completed her PhD, told me a story about 
when she was excavating at an important site. It was a 40 degree day 
and they were exhausted, sweaty and peering longingly into a pile 
of dirt for any clue they could find.Amother walked past with her 
misbehaving child. She stopped at the site and pointed to my friend 
and her team and said: ‘this is where you end up if you don’t go to 
school’. I’d probably be inspecting that pile of dirt.

Hannah would be nothing without a raft of extracurricular distractions to throw herself into. The most 
minor “achievement” to her name (of many), Law Revue Party Planning, was embraced with a gusto 
and energy not given to a single one of her final exams. Let’s put this down to her “entrepreneurial 
spirit”. Combined with an unfailing optimism and dogged ability to turn anything into a win, Hannah 
remains an absolute force to be reckoned with. — Alistair Stephenson

Hannah Morris is one of the best people I know. She is extremely fun, exceptionally bright, and always 
looking for an adventure. Hannah has become one of my closest friends in the final year of the degree 
and is certainly the cause of more than a few lost marks for the sake of fun, although I wouldn’t change 
a thing. I will always remember fondly the unplanned nights out, the ‘BHDC’ moments, dying after 
a big day of O-Week, hugs, late night kebabs, revue party planning, watching The Big Lebowski, seco 
chats, and ‘dire’ cramming before assessments. She was an incredible Law Ball date in 2014 and was 
kind enough to leave my food alone on the night. I am incredibly proud to consider Hannah one of 
my best friends and I know our friendship will continue well beyond graduation when we’ve both well 
and truly faded out of Uni life. — John Fennel
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Manna Mostaghim
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
I fight crime while I wear outfits made of Lycra.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“That’s not how you pronounce Flo Rida” - Chris Payne

What was the best thing about law school?
Short lines at Taste.

... and the worst? 
Long lines at Taste.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Beat my high score in Fruit Ninja.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
People who didn’t get clerkships didn’t really want one in the first 
place.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
My joy and hope.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Probably the stairs that exit the Great Hall.

Mystery to some, legend to all. Manna is a persian Beyonce and I am drunk in love with this 
independent woman. — Zsanett Der-Levine

“The Scottish referendum reminds us that two entities can remain united, even if they don’t like one 
another. A lesson I already learned from my neighbours’ 34 year marriage.” — Brooklyn Bergaidis

Manna and I laugh a lot when we hang out, she 
is an incredibly gifted storyteller and her she 
pushes self-deprecating humour to new levels 
regularly. We joke about our ethnic heritage and 
try to scare people into thinking they should be 
worried about us because of the way we look. We 
may have been in the vicinity of a burning car in 
London, but we were not responsible. Manna is 
a lot braver than I, so many of her stories feature 

events where I would have cut and run but she 
stayed the course, often to a hilarious end. She 
is a community leader and a deeply analytical 
thinker; she has a powerful understanding of the 
world and of people’s motivations and when she 
turns the conversation to politics or social policy 
she is always insightful and never arrogant. I look 
forward to the day when she is running things. — 
Rocco Rinaldo

Blackacre | 137



Editing the student newspaper Honi Soit had very 
little to do with studying law. In fact, we’re not sure 
we could have edited Honi with full knowledge of 
the law. There is, for example, no such thing as a 
‘satire defence’ to defamation. You also, apparently, 
can’t just preface defamatory statements with ‘it is 
my opinion that…’. We learnt that the hard way 
with Happy High Herbs. 

Breach of confidence on the basis of shoddy legal 
advice was one of our favourite pastimes. One 
could say that we lost the proverbial battle, war, 
and also half a page of several thousand copies 
of the paper when the USU kindly requested we 
remove the offending material. 

Most of the time, Honi just makes you do worse 
at uni (but better at life?). But sometimes law and 
Honi did meet in happy ways. Studying law was 
useful when dealing with the very complicated 
SRC electoral rules. We found great friends in 
reporters and fellow editors hiding in different 
years of law school. In the process we solicited a 

wealth of wonderful material, giving truth to the 
aphorism that with great time pressure comes great 
writing, but also that it is often not worth trying 
to turn shit into a diamond. We also learnt about 
horizontal decision-making structures and found 
new ways of dealing with dickheads (definitely 
useful for law).

Unfortunately, it did not teach us the importance 
of editorial deadlines and for that we apologise to 
the editors of Blackacre.

Overall editing Honi was one of the best things we 
did at university. And with that, we leave you with 
18 pictures of vaginas.

{(‘)} {(‘)} {(‘)} 
{(‘)} {(‘)} {(‘)} 
{(‘)} {(‘)} {(‘)} 
{(‘)} {(‘)} {(‘)} 
{(‘)} {(‘)} {(‘)} 
{(‘)} {(‘)} {(‘)}

Honi Soit

N I N A  U B A L D I  A N D  B E B E  D ’ S O U Z A
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The Sydney Law Revue is a sketch comedy show 
which I directed with Sam Farrell in 2012. The 
show was produced by Nicholas Borger and 
Tamasin Young. Reflecting on my Law Revue 
experience, the famous words of Emperor 
Constantine the Great spring to mind, which are 
(and I quote verbatim): ‘you don’t own that plane, 
the tax payers do. Son, your ego is writing cheques 
your body can’t cash.’

The point is that Emperor Constantine clearly 
did not understand modern banking law. If the 
body can’t cash cheques written by the ego, then 
the ego is the one who is deficient. The metaphor 
should read: ‘the ego and the body’s joint chequing 
account is overdrawn due to the ego’s excessive 
spending.’

But Hollywood has no time for solid banking 
metaphors, nor has it time for creatives-cum-
law students-cum-on my face. The Law Revue 
is the refuge for law school dilettantes. If you’re 
passionate about advocacy, you’re in the mooting 

competitions. If you’re passionate about celibacy, 
you’re signing up to SULS. But if you’re passionate 
about silly dick jokes, you join the Law Revue.

I’m told my report should be at least 500 words, so 
here is my favourite limerick (and I paraphrase):

There once was a man from Mulgrave
Who kept a dead hooker in a cave
He said ‘yes I admit
I’m a bit of a shit
But think of the money I save!’

Source: W. S. Baring-Gould, The Lure of the 
Limerick (1970)

This report embodies the Law Revue experience; 
a jumble of jokes strung together into a work 
which ends too soon. For more information about 
the Law Revue, please see <https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=6mfCzBcN9ec> (if you’re reading 
this report in its print version, then what are you, 
Amish?).

Sydney Law Revue

H A R R Y  K N I G H T

Harry Knight are both common nouns.
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Savitha Narayan
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
I’ve become hyper-sensitive to spotting potential court cases in 
everyday life – breach of contract, negligence, emotional distress 
etc. Before I started law school, if I saw construction work going 
on, with builders scrambling up scaffolding and being shunted 
around in cranes, I’d probably think nothing of it and walk on. 
These days, my first thought is usually to figure out what the worker 
could potentially recover for in damages if he/she fell off a defective 
structure and became a paraplegic. Gone also, are the carefree days 
of reading crime fiction novels without trying to over-analyse the 
whole thing. The amount of times I’ve angrily yelled “THAT’S 
HEARSAY!” (or something similar) at the book while reading a 
court trial scene, is alarmingly high...

What is your favourite quote from law school?
Justice Heydon’s golden words in Harris v Digital Pulse Pty Ltd 
[2003]: “In short, equity does not bear the same relationship to the 
instinct for revenge as the institution of marriage does the sexual 
appetite.”

What was the best thing about law school?
Without a doubt, getting the opportunity to go on exchange to the 
Netherlands - best decision I ever made in my life!

... and the worst? 
Thanks to law school, every time I get into a quarrel with another 
person, regardless of whether the dispute is big or small, serious 
or trivial, I’ve developed the instinctive urge to treat the entire 
argument as a full-blown court case, complete with witnesses, 
evidence and final verdicts. It’s not particularly good for friendships, 
or for peaceful family life.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Probably would have opened up a shelter for dogs and achieved 
my lifelong ambition to be known as that crazy dog lady down the 
road. (T he chances of this happening even after law school are still 
quite high.)

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Judging from some spectacularly ridiculous cases, there seem to be a 
lot of idiots roaming this planet. Trust nobody!

What are your next steps after graduating?
1. Always check my ginger beer before drinking it 2. Be a reasonable 
person
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Shriya Narula
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
The weird eating habits I developed due to my procrastination 
efforts and joining the gym and genuinely liking it.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
Any of the gems of wisdom overhead in the Taste line.

What was the best thing about law school?
The people and the life long friends I have made.

... and the worst? 
The stress of never knowing if the glass doors with the green entry 
signs will actually open on level one.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Either become an investment banker or a painter, always wondering 
if I should have tried to study law.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
To continually persevere and push my own boundaries no matter 
how I frazzled I felt.

What are your next steps after graduating?
To stay happy and motivated.

Phoebe Neave
Bachelor of Laws
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Bon S Y Ng
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Learning how to take naps anywhere on campus. My favourite is 
level 6 couches.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
The complete majority judgment in the Victoria v Cth (Federal 
Roads Case) (1926) 38 CLR 399: “It is plainly warranted by the 
provisions of sec. 96 of the Constitution, and not affected by those 
of sec. 99 or any other provisions of the Constitution, so that 
exposition is unnecessary.The action is dismissed.” Yes, it is two 
sentence long.

What was the best thing about law school?
All the great friends that I’ve met and gotten to know (while 
procrastinating in the Lawbry)

... and the worst? 
The fact that it affects and annoys me a little when i get to the 
Lawbry at 10am and find that there are no seats. I don’t think it’s 
healthy to feel this way.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
This is a trick question. I did a Liberal Arts degree as my 
undergraduate degree, so probably still Law?

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
You shouldn’t leave your assignments to be completed at the 11th 
hour but it will inevitably happen anyways.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
My Non-law friends.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Hopefully moving overseas to work in Hong Kong or China.

He would take a bullet for you and he’s a good friend. He was always there when I ran into a rut while 
studying or just needed to rant. I’m proud to have survived the last three years at Sydney Law School 
while standing next to him. — Anson Chan
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Thomas Nguyen
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
I have the tendency to doubt and the capacity to believe in equal 
measure.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
Wayne Courtney in Contracts: “If you’re aiming for mediocrity, 
you’ve come to the right place”.

What was the best thing about law school?
First year law camp was pretty cool. It did kind of go downhill from 
there.

... and the worst? 
Um, let me think about that for a moment? Exams.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Probably would’ve become a doctor. Or something similar. Asian 
parents.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Stuff happens.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
A lot of money? 5 years of my life?

What are your next steps after graduating?
Some combination of the following: eat, sleep, travel, work.
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Ignatia Nolasco
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Drinking hot water to warm myself up in cold classrooms instead of 
constantly getting a coffee.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
Anything that came out of Nicole Doughty’s mouth.

What was the best thing about law school?
It’s naff but the best thing about law school has definitely been the 
people I’ve met. I never set foot on campus without seeing someone 
with a smile for me or a nice word when things are getting stressful. 
There’s a real sense of community and support that develops. I’ve 
certainly made friends that will last long into the future. I wouldn’t 
have survived the JD without these people.

... and the worst? 
100% closed book exams, the lack of timetabling flexibility, the 
coffee line at taste and the hunger-games style fighting required to 
get a desk in the library... the state of the toilets.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
To stop and breathe and remember that a subject or exam at law 
school isn’t the be all and end all. I’m glad I didn’t do undergrad 
law, going in as a postgrad gave me some life experience that helped 
me keep my perspective on what was important and what wasn’t 
when things got really stressful at law school.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
I sacrificed a lot of time with family and friends outside of law 
school. Between working and studying there often wasn’t a lot of 
time for anything else. I was lucky, the majority of people in my 
life were really understanding and supportive of that and have stuck 
with me and been flexible around my schedule in order to see me 
more.

What are your next steps after graduating?
I want to find a legal job but I’m taking baby steps with it. I’m not 
in a rush and I wouldn’t mind a bit of time to step back, survey 
the last few years and figure out what path is right for me from 
here. I also want to have an opportunity to spend more time with 
my family and friends and not just rush into a job that won’t be 
conducive to that.
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Christy Nomura
Juris Doctor

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Never date someone with an alias... another life lesson brought to 
you by the law of Defamation” - Professor David Rolph.

What was the best thing about law school?
Embarking on my legal education in this beautiful country. Being 
challenged in more ways than I could have ever imagined...... and 
Mr Ross Anderson.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Gone to pastry school and opened a bakery.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Three years of full-time income.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Some worldly experiences and then recoup aforementioned lost 
income.
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Tuba Omer
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
To wear deep red lipstick.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“You realise we are essentially paying them 40 grand a year to rip up 
our self-esteem and hand it back to us?”

What was the best thing about law school?
It made me ask myself hard questions, realise I don’t have the 
answers, panic, break down and then get back up again. I’ve never 
faced this in my life before, but I had to come to terms with 
myself, that I am imperfect in my knowledge, passion and skill, 
but ascertain why I am different and accept it. Also, I loved some 
professors, the ones who genuinely cared and gave me excellent 
advice.

... and the worst? 
It’s an isolating process, and even when others are going through the 
same experience, no one talks about it. Either they are too busy, too 
shy or too deluded (in their isolation) to speak up. It’s a pity because 
the only people who can understand how tough and intense it is, 
are fellow law students. As an international student, I really needed 
them to be my family and friends. But I’m preaching to the choir, 
because I didn’t reach out either. I just accelerated my course and 
got out, whilst hearing about others who had dropped out.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I would have studied psychology, literature, history and 
contemporary art. And in between go on all the rollercoasters in the 
world.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Take it one step at a time. When it all gets too much, put on very 
loud music and dance it out. Then start again. In the end it all 
comes together, even though you cannot, and will never see it at the 
time. Makes the last bit redundant really.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Actually, I don’t think I sacrificed anything. I think I gained a lot: 
perspective, patience, realising the need for balance, trying to be 
self-sufficient, and managing my ambition and intensity.

What are your next steps after graduating?
I have moved to WA to gain admission in the Supreme Court and 
find a job here.
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James O’Neill
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Sesquipedalian antics (that is, extending my vocabulary by using 
long-winded words used in judgments). My family also get 
frustrated when I explain to them the procedure flaws in cases 
presented in Law & Order: Criminal Intent.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“There is no settled view of the precise origins of what is now 
known as rap or hip hop music.At least one of the originating 
locations was the exotic multicultural mix that is the Bronx area of 
New York.Amongst the music-rich groups within that area are the 
African American, West Indian and Latino communities. Reflecting 
its inner city origins, this form of music is also often referred to 
as “urban” music”- Fernandex v Perez [2012] 1242 [2] per Beech-
Jones J.

What was the best thing about law school?
The lifelong friends I’ve made, the process of thinking which law 
school has taught me and of course the amazing SULS events over 
the past three years.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Law school has taught me a different way of thinking and how to 
problem solve. My research skills have been refined and my written 
expression has also improved greatly.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Sleep, kickstarting my career three years earlier and the blissful 
ignorance of knowing when you have a Duty of Care for an 
individual.

What are your next steps after graduating?
I will be working at a financial services law firm in Sydney called 
Innoinvest.

Zee is one of the most elusive students in this 
year’s cohort, but don’t mistake her absence 
for a lack of effort or a general disdain for her 
degree. Zee works best when she is busy helping 
others, she relishes the opportunity to support 
worthwhile causes and the results speak for 
themselves. From organising art installations on 
the law lawns to assisting community outreach 
James is one of the bravest people I have met in 
the JD, if ever you were worried about saying 

something that was a little dark or making a joke 
a little too soon never fear James will probably say 
it or if you get to it first he will laugh. I’ll never 
forget the time he got the first round and when 
I said I’m not drinking he said I’ll get you a pink 
lemonade, I laughed it off but lo and behold he 
returned with a tall glass full of pink lemonade. 
He truly embodies the old saying a stranger’s just 
a friend you haven’t met.   — Rocco Rinaldo
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For many of the graduating class reading this, it 
may come as a shock that Sydney Uni Law was 
involved in myriad sports every year, mixing it with 
the best of them week in week out. Facing off in 
events ranging from the popular, such as soccer and 
basketball, to the obscure, such as rock climbing 
and ultimate frisbee, this year of law has managed 
a podium finish in every year of the overall 
interfaculty sport competition. 

With events so entertaining that you’d want to 
build a tower overlooking the fields and test the 
limits of the privacy laws, the weekly Wednesday 
competition showcased the best that we had to 
offer against the likes of PE teachers and physio 
students. Of course, there have been the standout 
performances over the years. Who can forget the 
time that Josh Himbury scored the winning try 
in touch football when it got down to three a 
side in extra time. Or there was the time when 
Josh Himbury captained the netball team to a 
memorable victory, with the slight assistance of rep 
players like Alix Kennedy. Finally, no one could 

forget the time that Josh Himbury… no one really 
cares, do they?

For the majority of us, interfaculty sport was 
better suited when you couldn’t handle torts but 
wanted to do something vaguely law-related to 
assuage your guilty conscience. After a quick 
look at the structure of the interfac competition, 
it quickly became apparent that only one event 
actually mattered. Rather than slave it out for 
five hours each Wednesday, where only 10 points 
were on offer, it was much easier to largely ignore 
this and then get a strong crowd to the 5km run, 
where every competitor receives a point. After 
a couple of unsuccessful attempts, it took the 
relentless pressure of Dan Dressler in 2013 to 
finally go one better. Whilst the 5km isn’t till Week 
12 of Semester 2, Dres dropped the traditional 
pleasantries from about May onwards, and would 
instead open with “Are you coming to the 5km 
run?” This paid dividends come October, where 
Law went from 80 points after the first 15 events, 
to 181 points after the 16th and final event.

The Sport Report

C H R I S  M C N A M A R A
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There were also a number of exhibition matches 
and rugby tours over the years, and the Law 
team has become a dominant force in the world 
of USYD interfaculty rugby (which is just as 
impressive as it sounds). In the early years, you 
were unlikely to know many people from the 
“Law” v Medicine games, as more than a few 
players were recruited from other campuses to 
make up numbers. However, they did their level 
best to hide this by talking about Mabo and the 
vibe of the Constitution. This eventually got better 
through the efforts of a fulltime coach, Anthony 
Baine, who soon got the Law students looking 
like a proper team. Channelling Al Pacino, his 
pre-game speech sounded eerily familiar to Tony 
D’Amato’s, however our copyright students assured 
us that no infringement had occurred.

Beyond interfaculty sport, there were a number of 
other sporting events in which Sydney Uni Law 
was involved. The annual intervarsity sports day 

was a highlight, where the law schools from the 
various universities in Sydney were pitted against 
each other in Touch, Netball, Soccer and Rugby 
7s. Unfortunately, the games would always start 
bright and early on a Sunday morning, which is 
never a good time to do anything. As a result, we 
would end up having Rugby players as WD, Touch 
players as front row forwards and, most enjoyably, 
Mark Khunnithi as the goalkeeper in Soccer, 
using his jumper to replace the gloves that no one 
thought to bring.

It may not seem a big part of the uni experience for 
most, but for those few that got involved, it’s been 
a welcome distraction over the years. It’s safe to 
say that this was the sporting pinnacle of most of 
our careers, regardless of the actual sport played or 
how well we went. Thanks to those who came out 
every week, validating our collective decision to 
procrastinate, skip class or avoid the guilt trip from 
Dres.
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Lukas Opacic
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Studying

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“... to discuss the case in terms of “judicial policy” and “social 
expediency” is to introduce deleterious foreign matter into the 
waters of the common law...” Kitto J in Rootes v Shelton (1967)

What was the best thing about law school?
Meeting life long friends and jurisprudence

... and the worst? 
Corporate hype

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Philosophy honours and a PhD in Philosophy

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Not all that glitters is gold. Often you’ll find that the most 
intelligent people aren’t necessarily the ones that get straight HDs. 
This is certainly true of the most interesting people - they leave 
time in their life to think and reflect. Looking beyond ‘success’ is 
something we don’t tend to do at law school, but it’s something that 
the study of law actually encourages.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Time, and perhaps a little sanity.

What are your next steps after graduating?
LLM then a PhD.
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Naomi Pan
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Lots of procrastin-baking and procrastin-eating

What was the best thing about law school?
Making life-long friends, meeting some inspirational lecturers and 
going on exchange

... and the worst? 
Closed book exams

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Become a teacher

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
5 years can come and go in the blink of an eye

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Sleep

What are your next steps after graduating?
See the world

Christopher Payne
Juris Doctor Prince. Gentleman. Scholar. — Manna Mostaghim
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Matthew Peterson
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
My obsession with highlighting almost everything that I read. 
Perfectly colour-coded of course.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“The customer pays his money and gets a ticket. He cannot refuse 
it. He cannot get the money back. He may protest to the machine, 
even swear at it. But it will remain unmoved.” Lord Denning MR, 
Thornton v Shoe Lane Parking Ltd [1971] 1 All ER 686

What was the best thing about law school?
Law ball!

... and the worst? 
Mature-aged students and their over-eagerness to learn.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Gotten at least 8-10 hours of sleep on a regular basis.
 
What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Always read the terms and conditions before signing anything!

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
About $100K, indexed at between 2.00% - 3.00% annually.

What are your next steps after graduating?
I’ll be jetting off overseas and getting as far away from my HECS 
debt for as long as I possibly can. It’s one small step for Matt, one 
giant leap for the ATO.
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Raymond Pham
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
I have learnt the art of taking constant power naps whenever I need 
to study for an exam

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“That may be true in fields where truths are obscure and only the 
deep thinkers can discern them. But law is different. Law is not 
written for geniuses and it is not written by geniuses.” David Luban

What was the best thing about law school?
Open book exams!

... and the worst? 
Having 30 minutes to get to the St James campus in peak hour 
traffic

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Become a travel agent

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
When in doubt, lodge a caveat!

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Being HECS debt free for the next 20 years

What are your next steps after graduating?
Graduate at a management consulting firm!
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Michael Power
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Googling judges.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Due to the fire alarm you will all have to re-sit this Corporations 
Law Exam... [psyche!]”

What was the best thing about law school?
“Reading” weeks.

... and the worst? 
The bathrooms.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Study languages.
 
What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Be concise.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Small animals and the occasional librarian.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Evade my HECS debt.

Mike has been my lanky rock for the past 5 
years. Mike is a completely self-destructive bloke 
who approaches everything related to law school 
HARD and with intensity, even when something 
could be done much much easier. This has been 
an inspiration to me. I have a vivid memory of 
Mike somehow working himself into a caffeine-
induced state of paralysis at 5am the morning of 
our Criminal law essay. I can still recall the look of 
absolute desperation in his eyes as his long fingers 
sat clamped above his keyboard. Hitting the keys 
with his knuckles I witnessed a truly heroic effort 
as he managed to complete the essay and still 

throw down in ICAC later that day. This is just 
a snapshot of Mike’s hardcore approach to law 
school. Not many are able to say that in the last 
5 years they’ve played Bernard Tomic, been asked 
out by a member of the Communist party on a 
ping pong date in Shanghai and run a grassroots 
tea enthusiasts society in which he was nominated 
‘Chancellor.’ Thank you Mike for making me 
look less lonely in lectures in those early ‘college’ 
years, being USYD’s number 1 Sinophile and for 
being the measuring stick. Couldn’t have done it 
without you. — Tim Craven
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Laura Precup
Juris Doctor

What was the best thing about law school?
Sam Goldsmith

... and the worst? 
Sam Goldsmith

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Callinan J: Mr Jackson, it seems to me that clearly the people at the 
party, including Ms Joslyn and Mr Berryman, went out with the 
intention of getting drunk.
Mr Jackson QC: It would be a big night, your Honour, big night.
Callinan J: With the intention of getting drunk and they fulfilled 
that intention.
Mr Jackson QC: Well, your Honour, young people sometimes——
Kirby J: I just think “drunk” is a label and I am a little worried 
about—it is not necessary to put that label. It is just that they were 
sufficiently affected by alcohol to affect their capacity to drive.
Mr Jackson QC: Yes.
Kirby J: “A drunk” has all sorts of baggage with it.
Hayne J: Perhaps “hammered” is the more modern expression, Mr 
Jackson, or “well and truly hammered”.
Mr Jackson QC: I am indebted to your Honour. 
Kirby J: I do not know any of these expressions.
McHugh J: No, no. Justice Hayne must live a very different life to 
the sort of life we lead.
Kirby J: I have never heard that word “hammered” before, never. 
Not before this very minute.
(Joslyn v Berryman (2003) 214 CLR 552)

Laura spends most of her time building a book fort on level 9 of Fisher library. I heard they pulled out 
some poor first year who walked in looking for HLA Hart and never found their way out. Now that’s 
thug. — David Krasovitsky

Fiercely intelligent, determinedly strange and aggressively Canadian, Laura wins this year’s JD Best 
Person award. Laura’s humility and self-deprecating style might have you fooled, but get ready for a 
take down when that brain fires off. Laura’s maxxed-out charisma and smarts make her a natural and 
automatic leader (even if she doesn’t realise it yet). Thanks for the R&B, travelling companionship and 
top-notch banter. — Alistair Stephenson
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D’Arcy Price
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Ordering coffee using the pseudonym of “Tim” to avoid inevitable 
confusion at Taste.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Do you want to go for a toss after class?” - Winfield Glascock.

What was the best thing about law school?
The $9 lunchtime steaks at the Royal.

... and the worst? 
Being ‘on call’ for class.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Hand modelling.
 
What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
The requirement for a minimum class attendance of 70% is not 
applied.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Hundreds of yellow and pink highlighters were sacrificed at the alter 
of my desk.

A fierce friend who will with ease bring laughter into your life. But beneath the larrikin lies a critical 
mind not to be underestimated or mistaken for absent-mindedness. — Kenneth Kurien

156 | Blackacre 



Edwina Prothero
Juris Doctor Edwina can always be relied upon to call me out when I step 

out of line. She doesn’t mince her words and she stands her 
ground, she is tough but fair and forgiving I don’t think I can 
count the number of times I have frustrated her but she is still 
my friend and still listens to my hair-brained schemes. An 
enthusiastic foodie who is a regular advocate for impromptu 
breakfasts and lunches, she can and will do whatever she sets 
her mind to. — Rocco Rinaldo

Rose Raymond
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Over-plucking my eyebrows as a form of procrastination.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Rhubarb, rhubarb, rhubarb” Michael Skinner, Corps Law

What was the best thing about law school?
Can I say ‘the law’?

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Go into politics, immediately become disillusioned, flee Canberra, 
and become an anarchist.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Section 10’s are your best friend.

What are your next steps after graduating?
(1) Learn how to drive; (2) Employment.

Rose Raymond was often asked by lecturers why she looked so displeased. Her response: “that’s just my 
face.” — Laura Precup
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I commenced the JD program in 2012 when 
my son, Samuel, was 15-months old. Juggling 
motherhood and student life comes with unique 
challenges but overall has been a very rewarding 
experience. Special thanks to Sean, my best friend 
and life partner without whom I could not have 
survived the last three years; Samuel, the happiest 
morning person I know; Professor Joellen Riley, 
a law mum herself back in the 90s, for her warm 
encouragement and support; and last but not least, 
all my awesome friends at Sydney Law School who 
saw me through the ups and downs and still sit 
with me anyway.

What was the toughest part about having a kid 
while doing a law degree?
In general, the hovering feeling of guilt when I’m 
at uni, guilty for not being more available for Sam, 
and when I’m with Sam, missing out on reading 

that extra 100 cases for contracts. I’m sure every 
working mum deals with this as well, so nothing 
new, but dealing with guilt isn’t very fun, especially 
during exam period and when I have to literally 
peel off my crying kid in day care to run to that 
9am class. 

A particularly tough period for having to juggle 
both my degree and motherhood was probably 
2nd year 2nd semester. I agreed to run as Social 
Director for the SULS election. Once I had a full 
appreciation of the level of commitment involved 
in the campaign, there was a moment of panic. An 
image of a little boy at home who barely saw his 
mama and a table full of take-away boxes popped 
into mind, which quickly became my reality. For 
three weeks. Student politics at its finest, the SULS 
campaign last year was exhilarating but totally 
brutal. Thank goodness we won.

Law School Mum
H A N N A  K I M  H O N G

With questions by Lewis Hamilton.
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What was the best part about having a kid while 
doing a law degree?
The privilege of enjoying the best of both worlds; I 
absolutely love being a mother – Sam is my biggest 
fan (at least for now), and watching a little child 
grow from a blob to a little person is the most 
rewarding experience ever. I also love studying law 
– a snail in the ginger beer, R v Brown, corporate 
personality, all too jazzy to miss out in one’s life!

How did you find a balance between your family 
life and your university life?
It definitely helped to live close to uni, so I can 
drive in and out within 10 minutes. I think I’ve 
learned to maximise those little pockets of 30 
minutes here, one hour there throughout the day. 
It’s not for everyone, but it worked for me.

My typical week looks like this: Monday, Tues, 
Thurs – Uni, Wed – work, Friday – Sammy day.
I spend 9-5 at uni on Mon, Tue, Thur during 
which I’d have classes, readings, SULS office hours, 
etc. At 5pm I leave uni to pick up Sam from 
childcare, go home, dinner, put Sam to bath. On 
good days I get to come back to uni to finish off 
notes/reading, or participate in extracurricular (like 
that little dinner party this year at Doltone House 
or pretending to be lawyers and negotiate a divorce 
settlement in front of real lawyers), get a glass of 
wine, pull out my hair, etc. On not so good days 
(i.e. husband working late or nanny quit), it’s story 
time + bed time + study OR when I have stuff on 
in the evening and have no one to look after Sam, 
I’d just bring him along to my extracurricular (not 
to events which involve alcohol, of course, but 
I did bring him to a few SULS meetings and a 
couple of competitions, where my law friends were 
kind enough to watch Sam).

The key is to try and stay focused during each 
activity whether it’d be doing the readings, or 
playing Legos with Sam. Of course, it is easier said 
than done. I’m still working it.  

What advice would you give to future mothers 
and fathers starting a law degree?
Be nice to your spouse / partner 
For single parents reading this, hats off to you 
– you are amazing. For the rest of us, our better-
halves are the real troopers who are kind enough 
to let us pursue our dreams and ready to share the 
extra burdens along the way. Remember they are 
the ones who had to sit through all the boring law 
jokes and exam rants. Be nice to them, schedule 
some quality time that doesn’t involve your mobile 
phone and law school dramas, and thank them, 
every single day! 

Be social
Yes, we are ‘old’ and may stand out awkwardly 
from the classroom full of 20-somethings but law 
school is where we’d be spending the majority 
of our waking moments for three years, and you 
might actually have more in common than you’d 
like to believe (for starters, no one likes their first 
torts exam – except of course, if you were in Ross 
Anderson’s class). You don’t have to dress like 
hipsters and start talking in hashtags (although if 
that’s your thing, totally go for it) but do say hello, 
sit for a drink or two at Taste, get to know the 
people that are part of your three-year journey. 

Take care of your mental health
Find a good therapist and keep her/his number 
close. When you feel like you are about to have a 
mental and/or marriage breakdown (this happens 
more than once, speaking from experience) it is 
worth investing to find an appropriate solution 
with a professional and get your mental health in 
check. If you can’t afford the time/fees, schedule an 
appointment while at university through CAPS for 
free of charge.
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Nicholas Quah
Bachelor of Laws I first met Mr Nicholas Quah in our Foundations of Law 

class. Nearly six years on, he has become my learned colleague, 
friend and brother. T hroughout the years he has become one 
of my most trusted confidantes – apart from having a intricate 
and analytical knowledge of the law on which to give me a 
second opinion, I thoroughly appreciate his quirky sense of 
humor, including a very interesting collection of Facebook 
stickers. I distinctively remember one time where we had an 
entire conversation consisting of snoopy and dinosaur stickers. 
No Nick, i have the better collection.

I appreciate his faith – he has pushed me to believe in myself 
in the most hopeless of times. I appreciate his candor, he 
always tells it to me like it is. You and the rest of the gang: 
Joseph, Trevor, Sidney, Rebecca, Xiu Hui, Arya, Mel and 
Shuo, to name a few, have made this journey through Sydney 
Law School so much more colorful and memorable – it was 
the best of times, it was the worst of times; it was the age of 
wisdom, it was the age of foolishness – and I can only I hope I 
am half the friend to all of you the way you are to me. — Siak 
Yong Goh
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Alex Rennie
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Peanut butter consumption in excess of 5kg around assessments

What is your favourite quote from law school?
Anything that comes out of Professor Peter Gerangelos’ mouth is 
pretty fantastic, I couldn’t pick a favourite

What was the best thing about law school?
The people (some absolute gems)

... and the worst? 
The people (some absolute less-than-gems)

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
One kind friend suggested to me that I work in a frozen yoghurt 
store, I still look upon that as an excellent fallback position
 
What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Comfort food significantly lessons the emotional pain associated 
with assessments. Unfortunately, it also significantly increases 
your lack of comfort post assessment when your jeans don’t do up. 
Nutella in moderation, kids.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Sunday brunch.All the distraught souls lined up outside Fisher or 
Law Library on Saturday and Sunday mornings can empathise. 
Those who have sacrificed their masterfully crafted skim latte and 
elaborately decorated bircher muesli know the pain I have suffered. 
There is nothing quite so depressing as forcing sultana bran down 
at 7.30am on the weekend and making every set of lights up 
Cleveland St only to find (and form part of ) a queue of eager 
beavers ready to study. I vow never to participate in such ludicrous 
behaviour ever again.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Reading (for pleasure!), and unfurrowing my brow. It scares me, but 
I think I’d actually like to practice law.

Although she is on exchange at the moment and 
flooding our social media feeds with images of 
bonny Scotland, it is just not the same as having 
her around the law school. This ice-cream loving 
yoga genius works incredibly hard but can always 
be relied upon to give you updates on the best 

places to brunch in Sydney. An avid supporter of 
obnoxious travel photography and always there to 
talk about your exam time stresses, her six month 
sojourn to the UK is her well deserved reward 
for making law school more interesting. — Rocco 
Rinaldo
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Andrew Rhodes
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Refusing to drink coffee.

What was the best thing about law school?
Making a bunch of great friends. Without them I doubt I would 
have lasted one semester in law school, let alone three years.

... and the worst? 
Dealing with law students on a day-to-day basis.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Something music-related.
 
What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Even Denis Denuto started from the bottom.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Parts of my sanity, my spare time and my hairline.

What are your next steps after graduating?
I’m currently on exchange in Norway and I plan on permanently 
relocating to Europe after finishing. Whether I end up working in 
law or not is something I am yet to figure out.

Mercedes Reynolds
Juris Doctor
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Ian Richards
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Buying new stationary before every exam out of the irrational 
fear that all of my pens will run out. To this day it has never 
happened, but there is still time. I also now see potential tort claims 
everywhere.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“The appellant has attempted to distinguish the factual situation 
in this case from that in Renfroe v. Higgins Rack Coating and 
Manufacturing Co., Inc.. He didn’t. We couldn’t. Affirmed. Costs 
to appellee.” - Judge J. H Gillis

What was the best thing about law school?
Being able to spend time with so many talented, inspiring people 
who motivate you to work hard and improve every day.

... and the worst? 
Basically anything that required you to compete over limited 
resources with other law students. Think enrolling in Summer 
School, buying Law Ball tickets, or trying to find a seat in 
the library during stuvac.All of these things needed immense 
dedication, creativity and focus – the hallmarks of a good lawyer.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I would probably still be trying to make it as a footballer.
 
What are your next steps after graduating?
Getting admitted as a solicitor and then hopefully doing some 
exciting work.

Ian has an amazing acuity for seeing and seizing 
opportunities. He knows how to think outside 
of the box to achieve a desired result, so when 
most people were applying for clerkships he 
was applying to work at sports consulting firms 
in Barcelona and LA, he knows how to make 
connections and how to pursue his interests. He 
has never lost sight of the reasons why he chose to 

do a law degree and has stayed true to that end. 
He is my go to source for sports news and he gives 
good advice. I can see him consulting on EPL 
contracts within the next 5 years and becoming 
the sports world’s go to guy for sealing those 
lucrative sponsorship or transfer deals. — Rocco 
Rinaldo

In particular, Ian Richards and Jahan Navidi 
(LLB ’12) have both been towering figures whom 
I admire and to whom I owe much for a myriad 

reasons. My time here would have not transpired 
had it not been for the weight of their judicial 
authority. Stay classy, gentlemen! — Jorge Gamba
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Jasper Richards
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Drinking red wine. Never touched the stuff before law school and 
now eating out just isn’t the same without a nice glass of red.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
(Talking about dressing up surnames) “How would you dress up 
‘Cox’?” “Probably just tie a little bow on them.”

What was the best thing about law school?
Meeting the people I know I’ll be mates with for the rest of my life. 
You know who you are.

... and the worst? 
Having to take off the 4-5kgs that inevitably get put on around 
exam season every 6 months.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Probably continued to be a construction labourer.
 
What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Depending on proximity to exams, course notes can be as valuable a 
commodity as a case of beer.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
A high-flying career in construction labour.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Get out of the country for at least a year and discover the rest of the 
world.

164 | Blackacre 



Rocco Rinaldo
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Attending any number of superfluous events for free food and or 
stationary.

What was the best thing about law school?
First the dedicated and brilliant faculty make Sydney Law School 
what it is. From Elizabeth Peden dropping truth bombs like a b-52, 
to Gummow not allowing mooters to disperse with formal citations, 
they make every day an adventure. Special mention also has to go 
to Ross Anderson, Jamie Gilster and Matthew Conaglen who with 
their combined influence could form a boy band that would outsell 
the Beatles and One Direction. T hen there are the practitioners 
such as Bridie Nolan and Verity McWilliam who sacrifice their 
fleeting spare time to come and teach us. Not only are they brilliant 
but also they gave us advice from the trenches, which you will never 
find in a textbook. Still there are the legends like David Rolph and 
Micah Burch who manage to merge their interests with the law, 
they truly do what they love and love what they do.

Second offshore units allowed me to travel the world and knock 
off electives in a week, who needs summer school in Sydney when 
you can save up all the money you made working in retail over 
Christmas, jet off to Japan for a few weeks and still get ahead on 
your degree progression. Sonya Chater your dedication to this 
program is legendary and I cannot thank you enough for the 
experiences I have had.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Law school has taught me one very valuable lesson; hustle hard but 
be kind. Never in my life have I had to work harder, plan better, 
adjust quicker or failed more spectacularly than at law school. It can 
be a brutal place, it can be a beautiful place but the lesson remains 
the same. You have to find a way to make it work, no one is going 
to do it for you, so you have to hustle, you have to build your 
networks, you have to reach out to people who aren’t doing so well 
and help them up, you have to be honest with people and you have 
to not be afraid to ask for help.

I’m really glad to have met Rocco during the Japanese Law elective. We had a great time partying all 
round Japan and I know I’ve been able to count on him as a good friend ever since.  — Samantha 
Freiman 
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Margherita Roser
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
A higher appreciation of puns and the ability to raise Matthew 
Conaglen’s teaching prowess in any law-related conversation.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
Anything said during Andrew Dyer’s re-enactment of transcripts in 
criminal law.

What was the best thing about law school?
The brilliant people I’ve met.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Disappointed my family.
 
What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Most garages probably contain an S&M club, a meth lab or a dead 
body. Thanks criminal law.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
The ability to watch ‘Suits’ without making snide remarks.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Use this headshot to get some acting work.
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Hannah Ryan
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Proselytising Beat The Q like it’s my own startup.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Property is theft”. Wait, no, that’s not right.

What was the best thing about law school?
By the time I finished my degree the law school had its own library, 
cafe, bar, courtroom and grass patches to laze about on, and I also 
worked there. There was no reason to ever leave.

Also, straddling three different cohorts meant I met some 
interesting people. Being taught by David Rolph, Tim Stephens, 
Mary Crock and Ross Anderson was another highlight.

... and the worst? 
The constant fear that one day the building would collapse entirely, 
killing us all. Also: the toilets in the law library, the anxiety, always 
having to explain what mooting was, then always having to explain 
why I persisted with an arguably pointless activity.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Disappointed my parents.
 
What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
The summer of 2012-2013 (thank you, Jessup), many adjectives 
and adverbs in assignments, the chance to meet people who didn’t 
go to private or selective schools, and my sanity while writing my 
thesis.

What are your next steps after graduating?
I’ll be working for judges in the Supreme Court and then the 
Federal Court until the end of 2016.
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More than a decade ago, the Sydney University 
Law Society celebrated its 100th Anniversary. You 
might be unsurprised to know that in its 100 years 
of existence, a lot has changed. Back in 1902 when 
the Society was founded, its membership was not 
comprised merely of students; it reflected more 
a cross-section of students, the legal profession, 
and academia as a whole. Its interests revolved 
less around questions of student support and 
welfare and more around generating ideas for 
public debate and networking opportunities 
for the profession as a whole. Various esteemed 
members of the profession sat on the executive – 
Sir Thomas Bavin, who was elected after serving 
a three-year term as Premier of New South Wales, 
Frank Leverrier, an acclaimed silk at the time, 
and Justice David Ferguson, who two years after 
his appointment became Vice-Chancellor of the 
University. Every year, eminent figures in the legal 
community would gather together for the Annual 

Dinner of the Society and it would be a defining 
moment, reported in major newspapers in Sydney 
with keynote addresses from some of the more 
prestigious members of the legal profession.
In 1914 with Australia entering World War I, more 
than 100 brave members of the Society enlisted in 
the war effort to fight for their country – around 
one out of every three students enrolled in the 
Faculty. Several were lost to the war. And when 
the scourge of conflict plagued the world again in 
1939, students from this Law School were quick to 
jump to arms to defend their country. So large was 
the impact the war had on the Law School cohorts 
of those times that the 1947 edition of Blackacre 
reminisced about the ‘rather dull law school’ of the 
war years. When servicemen returned, the halls of 
St. James Campus quickly became a less dry affair.

Much changed in the 1960’s in the way that the 
Society was governed. The Society responded to the 

The More Things Change,
The More They Stay The Same

L E W I S  H A M I L T O N

168 | Blackacre 



new predominance of student voices in educational 
institutions around the country, over the years 
becoming more a representative body for students. 
There was, however, one event that triggered 
a sudden overhaul of the Society. In the early 
1960’s a young Michael Kirby became involved 
in the Society by ‘accident’ after Murray Gleeson 
nominated him for an executive position without 
permission. Two years later, Sir Kenneth Manning, 
President of the Society at the time, resigned 
to the shock of many in the Law School, after 
increasing pressure over the issue of the Articled 
Clerk salaries (the predecessor system for graduate 
admission, run directly through the University). 
Very shortly thereafter, the Constitution of the 
Society was altered to allow for the election of the 
first ever student President. Before that time, it 
was required that the President be a Judge on the 
Supreme Court of New South Wales, so this was 
a momentous shift in the direction of the Society. 
The ambitious Michael Kirby, of course, became 
that first President. 

In the many years since the Society was founded in 
1902, the status of women in the Law School has 
also transformed dramatically. Long gone are the 
days when Justice Higgins told a crowded Annual 
Dinner of the Society in 1912 that ‘there is no 

class of men to whom [the community] resort to 
more than when they want to get the “graft” done’. 
Indeed, in the 1935 edition of Blackacre, not even 
one female graduate appeared in its many pages. 
Now, of course, women often outnumber, and are 
at least of equal numbers, with men in the halls of 
this Law School. 

Some of the lessons our Society and our Law 
School have taught us remain universal. When 
students were told in 1909 that they must appeal 
‘to reason and justice rather than to passion and 
class prejudice’ and that ‘character was as essential 
to success as jurisprudence’, those values never did 
disappear from the walls of the Sydney Law School 
(though the walls themselves may have moved 
many kilometers down the road). Such is the law 
that it takes the best of values and maintains them 
but is constantly refining its edges to meet an ever-
changing society. 

So when you lift up this edition of Blackacre and 
read its fine pages – when you delve into some of 
the more sentimental moments of your time in 
the Sydney Law School – remember that while 
so many things change, the best of it does indeed 
remain the same.
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Janelle Ji Myung Ryou
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Eating only chocolates and drowning on coffees during assessment 
and exam period.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“ ... just, quick and cheap...” The Civil Procedure Act 2005

What was the best thing about law school?
Meeting and making amazing friends

... and the worst? 
Lack of transparency in assessment and exam marking.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Probably kept successful Marketing career and made tonnes of 
money, maybe also be happily married with kids :)
 
What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Learnt to manage expectations, stress and time.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Successful career, money, marriage...

What are your next steps after graduating?
College of Law, PLT then get the most amazing job at an awesome 
law firm to start an amazing career I have been dreaming about.
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Jevon Sabapathypillai
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Snacking on everything I can find during exam time. Law turned 
me into an extreme overeater.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
When comparing ticket cases to those involving an automatic 
machine in context of exclusion clauses in Contracts, Denning LJ 
memorably said “The customer pays his money and gets a ticket. 
He cannot refuse it. He cannot get his money back. He may protest 
to the machine, even swear at it. But it will remain unmoved”. I 
thought that was pretty epic.

What was the best thing about law school?
Meeting some of my best mates.

... and the worst? 
Having to study Public Law.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
If I didn’t study law, I would most likely have pursued postgraduate 
study in Sociology or English.
 
What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
I learnt that ‘practice makes perfect’ is not a cliche. The only way 
to get through a law degree successfully is to do as many problem 
questions you can.

What are your next steps after graduating?
I will be trying to weasel my way into any law firm that will take 
me.
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Aarushi Sahore
Bachelor of Laws I met Aarushi a couple years before we started studying law 

together. I was 16, walking to a party in Eastwood. I remember 
walking up the driveway to this house I’d never been to. It 
was pretty late at night, I couldn’t see much. This girl walked 
out to greet me. Our birthdays were really just days apart but 
she looked a little older and a lot smarter than me. She wore a 
buttoned-up shirt and a vest (a vest!), while I was just a skinny 
kid in a scruffy t-shirt and jeans, barely old enough to go to the 
movies alone. We barely talked (I was shy) but she just seemed 
so sophisticated, so mature; so many worlds beyond my own 
teenage life of video games and football.

Seven years (five at university), two degrees, 36,132 Facebook 
messages, thousands of Snapchats; countless parties, jam 
sessions, lunches at Taste, bowls of ramen, classes, assignments, 
exams and late night drive-thru Oreo McFlurrys have passed 
since that night we met and sometimes I think absolutely 
nothing has changed. I’m still the same kid and Aarushi has the 
world at her feet. She’s smart, ambitious and always hungry to 
prove herself (sometimes just hungry). 

But for all her smarts, it would mean nothing if she wasn’t just 
a great person and friend. She is humble and selfless; always 
there no matter how tough things get. T hat’s why she deserves 
all the success and happiness in the world. In the words of the 
late great David Foster Wallace, I wish her way more than luck.

Claire Schekeloff
Juris Doctor

172 | Blackacre 



Hugh Satterthwaite
Bachelor of Laws

What is your favourite quote from law school?
‘Jurisprudence was so interesting!’ - nobody

What was the best thing about law school?
Life lessons from Prof Gerangelos - the man’s a savant.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Enjoyed my degree.
 
What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Think long and hard before you send your child to Sydney 
Grammar.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Not sure. I received a lot of job offers so it’s really a matter of letting 
the bidding war take its course...I won’t settle for less than six 
figures, with scope for seven figures within three years.

Lisa Schonstein
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
An aversion towards books

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Typhoon in a teacup”

What was the best thing about law school?
Too many great things to choose from...

... and the worst? 
An expensive coffee habit

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Travel
 
What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Google is great.
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Vinay Seethamraju
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Listening to Youtube links with weird noises that are supposed to 
help you concentrate and study better. Such strange noises included 
continuous buzzing, humming, whale vocals, storm noises and 
Justin Bieber.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
King CJ’s sensitive and heart-warming understanding of unrequited 
love in Louth v Diprose [1992]: “His willingness to devote himself 
to her and to lavish her with gifts, notwithstanding that she did not 
return his love, is quite pathetic.”

What was the best thing about law school?
Law school exposes you to intelligent, motivated and driven people 
that forces you to lift your game. It is also refreshing that you meet 
people from all walks of life who have interests beyond university. 
I have run into artists, actors, musicians, writers, comedians, 
marathon runners and many other interesting and creative people 
who study law.

... and the worst? 
The palpable sexual tension and eerily quiet nature of the Law 
library. This could just be me though.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I would have been involved in a world of excessive womanising, 
glamour, heart-warming stories and partying as a Chartered 
Accountant.
 
What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Attntion to detail. Getting the small things right has a huge impact 
on how people perceive you.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Any feeling of academic superiority or confidence. Law school is 
truly a humbling experience! This is a good thing however as you 
are never allowed to be complacent!

What are your next steps after graduating?
I want to travel a bit, work on some music and then worry about 
the real world!
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Where do I even begin? You’ve been such an 
important part of law school since day one. I’ll 
never forget having lunch with you on the first 
day of the JD and sharing our mutual love of old 
school Craig David. It was pretty much the closest 
thing I’ve experienced to the ‘Did we just become 
best friends?!’ scene from Step Brothers . In all 
seriousness though, my law school experience 
just wouldn’t be the same without you. Thanks so 
much for the endless litany of in-jokes, for never 

wavering in your commitment to singing ‘She’s 
Your Queen’ from Coming to America whenever 
we see each other, and for somehow doing a 
better impersonation of a Filipino telemarketer 
than me. And dat croon too! Damn son! You are 
a gentleman, a scholar, and a bona fide legend, 
and it means the world to me to have you as my 
friend. Yours sincerely, VCS’ biggest fan. Guava 
Galindez.

The JD’s resident RnB superstar. Vinay is a friend 
to all and always there to hear about whatever is 
weighing heavy on your mind. His is an extremely 
social creature and is great for getting big groups 

of people talking to each other. Whether he 
chooses stardom or a career in law (perhaps both) 
the result will be the same, he is going on to do 
big things. — Rocco Rinaldo

Nicola Shaw
Juris Doctor

What was the best thing about law school?
Making some amazing friends!
 
What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Make sure you are in Ross Anderson class!
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Prajesh Shrestha
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
It’s embarrassing to admit, but every time I read about an accident 
or a mishap on the news I immediately think about duty of care, 
reasonable forseeability and liability etc. My ability to empathise has 
been replaced by legal reasoning.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Let’s not hang about arguing the law here, let’s decide this with fly 
swatters”

What was the best thing about law school?
The people and being able to brag that you study law to my (more 
gainfully employed) friends.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Not sure. Most likely continued my quarter life crisis or completed 
a PhD in ancient history or both.
 
What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
That you need to have a plan. T hat you aren’t entitled to anything 
and just being ‘smart’ doesn’t get you anywhere (sorry cliche).

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
I sacrificed writing my ancient history PhD thesis that I would 
have written, most likely, on a very academic and boring aspect of 
the Roman Republic that not many people would have read but I 
would have found spiritually fulfilling.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Start my career doing something I find fulfilling.
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Nicholas Simone
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
I now mentally divide everything, not just cases I read, into ratio 
and obiter. Life is not black and white, it is ratio and obiter.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“MR MERKEL: So this amendment made it clear that you had 
to be in detention on a full-time basis. So that is in the extrinsic 
materials. So there was no question if someone on parole or on 
home detention would not be caught by the disqualification 
and that comes out as a result of that definition. Can I take your 
Honours next to Part VIII of the Act starting at page 122 dealing 
with -
KIRBY J: So Paris Hilton would now be disqualified, but last week 
for a short time she would have been entitled to vote?
MR MERKEL: Yes, your Honour, and she would have been 
entitled if she were in Australia and an Australian citizen to be 
standing here unburdened by the five-year point at least.
KIRBY J: I just wanted you to know that I follow these things .”
- Roach v Electoral Commissioner & Anor [2007] HCATrans 275 
(12 June 2007).

What was the best thing about law school?
There is no one best thing but there would certainly be enough 
for a “Law School: Greatest Hits” video montage featuring sunny 
lunchtimes on the law lawns, coffees at Taste, Law Balls, boozy Thai 
dinners and Law Revue nights, SULS events and First Year Law 
Camp.

... and the worst? 
The Australian Guide to Legal Citation.
 
What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
The visit to Silverwater Correctional Centre for Criminology was 
an eye-opening experience which dispelled a lot of myths for me 
about imprisonment and also provided a rare insight into the 
consequences of criminal law and sentencing. Also, how to spell 
subpoena.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
See, this question I’d consider to be obiter.

What are your next steps after graduating?
This is the same question which the Dean of the Arts Faculty asked 
me when he shook my hand and gave me a graduating certificate at 
my Arts graduation ceremony. My profound answer to this question 
remains the same: “Yeah, good thanks.”
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The summer clerkship process, even though 
sometimes stressful and daunting, was one of the 
most rewarding experiences of my law career to 
date. I undertook my summer clerkship at Allen & 
Overy, where I was one of three clerks. 

From the time that lunch time seminars started 
and applications opened to the time offers were 
made, I vividly remember the anxiety, confusion 
and tiredness that had become pervasive among 
many of the penultimate year/JD II students 
participating in the process. There were a lot 
of people walking out of classes to accept calls 
from HR, tense discussions about interviews and 
cramming of information about the differences 
between firms in the Australian legal market. 
There were also many questions as to how we were 
supposed to juggle clerkships with hard fourth 
year law subjects, working and trying to have some 
sort of a life. But it was also a very exciting time. 
I made a lot of friends from other universities 
through the process and finally got a chance to 
really see what life in the elusive corporate world 
was truly like. The great food at the cocktail parties 
tended to add to the excitement – well, at least it 
did for me.

Choosing between firms can sometimes be a 
difficult decision but I am so glad that I made the 
choice to complete my clerkship at A&O. Being 
only one of three, I had a chance to do a lot of real 
legal work from many different departments that I 
didn’t think I would ever try, and to really become 
known around the firm. I was also given the 
opportunity to spend a week in the A&O Hong 
Kong office and the A&O Tokyo office, which 
really exposed me to how international and easily 
transferable a career in law has become. My time 
overseas also gave me the chance to network with 
my colleagues from different jurisdictions all across 
the world, which I believe will be very important 
for me once I start as a grad.

Overall, I found my summer clerkship as enjoyable 
as everyone says it is. The frequent social events, 
Monday night sport and lunches with friends in 
the city made sure my weeks were always jam-
packed but fun at the same time. I now have a 
greater sense of clarity as to the opportunities that 
lie ahead for my career and have so many more 
lawyers at all different levels that I can now call 
friends.

Clerkships Report

A N A S T A S I A  M I H A I L I D I S 
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There was a time in the past when I thought we had something 
special. You’d email me every day… sometimes twice a day. Giving 

me a little heads-up on a highly relevant Hewlett-Packard internship 
programme or letting me know when level three would be closing 
early. Maybe you thought I was too needy or maybe it was my lack 
of response to your rhetorical questions. Whatever it was, you just 
stopped contacting me on December 10, 2013. Did you think I 

wouldn’t notice your disappearance? Did 261 emails mean nothing? 
Did you think I would be okay with Chris Pile as your replacement? 
I’ll never forget our times together, Marketing & Careers Officer and 

Acting Alumni Relations Manager. 

He’s Just Not That Into You

L A U R A  P R E C U P
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Nicholas Simpson
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Now when a fire alarm goes off I become more worried about exams 
than fires.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Nick, make me a bloody mary!”

What was the best thing about law school?
Studying overseas with the badass Bengoshi and the Cambridgees 
and the overwhelming joy and relief that comes with finishing the 
last exam of the semester. Better than Christmas.

... and the worst? 
The couple of weeks in first year after everyone had just learnt 
legal terms and begun incorporating them into their everyday 
language, saying things like “Well that was REASONABLY 
FORESEEABLE!”. Classic Sydney law students ..
 
What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Open a small but reasonably successful chain of frozen yogurt 
stores.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Cows don’t look like cows on film. You gotta use horses.

What are your next steps after graduating?
I’m going to put all my law school teachings to good use by 
continuing to pointlessly argue things I don’t understand. Aka 
becoming a lawyer.
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Ksenia Skatchkova
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
A tendency to arrive at parties “fashionably late.”

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“You can’t spell manslaughter without laughter” - Chris Marshall, 
2011.

What was the best thing about law school?
The people.

... and the worst? 
The people.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I would have run away to live in the jungle.
 
What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Humility; there are a lot of people who are smarter than me.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
I sacrificed my social life. But I also drastically reduced my chances 
of developing skin cancer from sun exposure.

What are your next steps after graduating?
I’m running away to South America for a while. Then, I’ll pursue a 
career in taxation law or something.
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Mitchell Skipsey
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
I now get this involuntary twitch in my right eye every time 
someone asks me at a dinner party “So, you’re a lawyer, huh? I’ve 
got an ethical dilemma for you - what would you do if you had to 
defend someone who’s guilty?”

What was the best thing about law school?
Guest Foundations of Law lectures by ex-High Court Justice 
Michael Kirby.

... and the worst? 
Guest Real Property lectures by ex-High Court Justice William 
Gummow.
 
What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Research science of some kind.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Complete my PLT, and I’ve accepted a grad position for next year at 
a small migration law firm. But I’ll take a month or two off first to 
lie on a beach or something.
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Cassie Steinmetz
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Listening to the Finding Nemo soundtrack while studying.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
Pretty much anything Professor John Stumbles says is either 
incredibly helpful or incredibly funny (quite often both). His “Your 
Clients Are Not Your Friends” speech in Insolvency was particularly 
memorable.

What was the best thing about law school?
Post-assignment celebrations!

... and the worst? 
All-nighters, and the inevitable sprint from my house in Enmore to 
the law school assignment drop box.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I would have run away to live in the jungle.
 
What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Download the ‘Beat The Q’ app: it’s the only sane way to order a 
coffee from Taste at 10am. Unfortunately, I only discovered this 
in my final semester, after four and a half years of suffering in that 
mile-long line.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
The time and motivation to read anything other than textbooks.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Travelling, then working as a graduate lawyer in Sydney.
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Alistair Stephenson
Juris Doctor

Alistair Stephenson was really, really good at making Excel spreadsheets. — Laura Precup

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Wikipedia trawling powerful people who have law degrees but never 
used them.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Waves of babes” ~~ Laura Precup.

What was the best thing about law school?
The outstanding mates made in SULS and Revue. Also pub crawls 
with Peden at Cambridge winter school. The woman will drink you 
under the table.

... and the worst? 
The stimulus overload of a billion people pushing past you while 
waiting for Taste coffee at peak.
 
What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Don’t judge a subject by its shitty UOS description. Advanced 
Obligations and Remedies somehow takes the cake as my favourite 
law subject. 

What are your next steps after graduating?
Putting my sharp legal mind to good use at an advertising agency.

Since the day he proclaimed we were ‘best mates’ 
during our undergrad degrees, Alistair Stephenson 
and I have stuck together through thick and 
thin. Al is incredibly fun and patient, even when 
he is ‘cut’ and/or covered in Pad Thai. I’ve seen 
Al develop from the keenest of first years to the 
fun, easygoing postgrad he is today. We’ve had 
some exciting adventures, including our trips to 
Splendour (including sleeping in some Brisbane 
street), our best friend adventure to the US (where 
we saw every single light), and a stint together on 

the Arts Society as my first taste of co-curricular 
involvement. The best memories I have of law 
school have involved Al in a big way – SULS, Law 
Revue, O-Week, and all the parties we’ve attended 
throughout. Many of our nights out end with us 
drunkenly telling each other that we’re best mates 
and I always leave events stoked with that fact. I 
am certain that Al will lead a successful career and 
that we will remain friends for a very long time – 
he is my panda next to a gun next to a wrapped 
gift and our fingers never touch.. — John Fennel
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Alistair (aka “Eel”) has the smoothest skin in 
law school. He is also the most involved person 
I know. Al has been a major part of all aspects 
of Sydney Uni life and Law School. He went 
above and beyond as VP (Careers) for SULS and 
even rocked a suit for a good solid 3 months 
for the presentations he organised.Al can’t help 
but go above and beyond to help anyone. He is 
also always very well dressed and I suspect he is 
having an affair with the people at Kopystop - so 

he’s a pretty good guy to know. I have no doubt 
that Al will absolutely kill his future career in 
advertising - he’s had enough practice designing 
Posters, T-shirts, websites and other people’s 
elections campaigns that’s for sure. I expect to see 
him running his own business in London within 4 
months. I know my time at Law school wouldn’t 
have been the same without Mr Stephenson and 
I can’t wait to see what his future has in store for 
him. — Emily Hartman

There are very few people over my time at 
Sydney University who I can say have changed 
my life, and Alistair Stephenson is one of them. 
Alistair sparked my interest in student politics; 
encouraged me to run for SASS Socials director 
and Yemaya editor; supported me endlessly 
through my USU Board campaign and 2-year 
term on the Board; hooked me up with future 
career possibilities; and crammed with me in the 
library every Stuvac. Alistair is the friend who 
I watched the entirety of the West Wing with 

over a year long period; who I cry watching Love 
Actually with every Christmas; who I eat Tuna 
Pasta with at Ralph’s during exam time when I’m 
wearing track pants and no make up. Everyone 
who is privileged enough to know him knows 
Alistair is incredibly generous to his friends and 
genuinely will do everything he can to see them 
succeed in their chosen field, whatever that may 
be, and there was no exception to that generosity 
in his friendship with me. — Hannah Morris

Lorena Sumich
Juris Doctor

What is your favourite quote from law school?
Isabelle Dunn on starting a law firm, Roberts & Dunn, with Emma 
Roberts: “Because everyone deserves a free trial!”

What was the best thing about law school?
All the top notch people and end of semester blinders.

... and the worst? 
Study. And the law school bathrooms - WTF?!?!?

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Finance, but always wishing I had done law.
 
What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
I should stick to finance.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Soo many high potential weekends were sacrificed to cramming law 
I would never be able to retain!

What are your next steps after graduating?
T R A V E L / S L E E P / R E A D / B E A C H / L A U N D R Y 
/ R E P E A T / ... Work

Blackacre | 185



Mei (Mavis) Sun
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Being productive at obscenely early hours in the morning.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Now that you have studied both Torts and Private International 
Law, it should be abundantly clear that one should never go outside, 
or do anything for that matter. Do not even breathe unless you are 
in the s afety of your own home. And above all, you s hould never, 
ever, go to New Zealand.” – Ross Anderson

What was the best thing about law school?
Learning from some truly inspiring lecturers and alongside 
extremely intelligent students.

... and the worst? 
Jurisprudence, STUVACs, and the fallacy that marks/career is the 
most important thing.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Interior design or architecture.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
The importance of resilience and keeping a sense of perspective.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Sleep and my sanity at times... but nothing that has not been worth 
it.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Travel, some volunteering and then taking a graduate position at a 
commercial law firm.
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Phil Swaine
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
I like to think that my weird habits were already fully developed 
prior to law school

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“The spectre of indeterminate liability ...” Ross Anderson, 
paraphrasing Cardozo J.

What was the best thing about law school?
Being part of a great cohort!

... and the worst? 
Missing the Final Year Dinner.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
It is not necessary to do all of the allocated readings

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Time spent with my friends, most of whom have no interest in law

What are your next steps after graduating?
Aim is to go to the Bar

Victoria Sykes
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
I have developed a healthy appreciation for studying, dressed as a 
wizard. It really puts it all into perspective. No conclusive evidence 
on its effects in increasing grades but promising results thus far.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
‘It is better to be late than ugly’- Natasha Gregory

What was the best thing about law school?
The best thing about law school has been becoming a Directioner. 
Thanks so much to Natasha Gregory for introducing me to the 
boys of One Direction. Truly life changing. That and Nicola Shaw - 
obviously.
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First Year Law Camp

J A C K S O N  W R I G H T  S M I T H

Given that most of us struggle to remember details from events that 
happened 3 weeks ago, the memory of 2010 First Year Law Camp is at 
best, a hazy blur. The 3 days up in the Blue Mountains YHA featured 

copious amounts of alcohol and dangerous levels of overachieving 
enthusiasm. For many, it was a weekend of firsts: the first time that 
they felt like they could dance to Kesha without feeling judged, the 
first time they met someone with a higher English Extension 1 state 
ranking than themselves, and the first time they laid eyes on Nick 
Dennis’ herculean biceps. Seriously, I almost thought those things 
were other law students. The annual Law Camp awards featured a 

clean sweep by the tri-lingual charm of Laurence Hendry, while first 
years were partially mesmerized (but mainly frightened of ) Angelus 
Morningstar from the SULS Exec. Fuelled by UDL and awkward 
sexual angst, the nights were filled with dance-floor hook ups and 

drunken dawn sing-a-longs, while the days featured throbbing 
headaches and sunbaking by the creek. While these 3 days may seem 
like a distant blur now, we forget how important they were in forging 
friendships that have allowed us to make it through the last 5 years.
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The JD I Wine Tour
to the Hunter Valley

J O H N  F E N N E L

The ‘Annual’ JD I Hunter Valley Wine Tour was a 
memorable highlight of the 2012 social calendar. 
Approximately forty bright-eyed and sober JD I 
students embarked on an early Saturday morning 
bus trip in May to our liquid-centric destination. 
Our crew also included four SULS execs, who 
promised to be exceptional facilitators of fun 
throughout the weekend. 

The trip up was laden with anticipatory excitement 
– this was our equivalent of LLB law camp, but 
was also a chance to demonstrate to the rest of 
the law school that the JDs are, in fact, classy and 
sophisticated. (We can all agree we’re actually 
not.) Recent friendships were consolidated and 
new friendships were formed once we settled on a 
seating buddy for the ride.

Our first winery tours involved legitimate efforts 
on the part of the attendees to educate their 
palates. We were split into two groups and sent 
to separate wineries. We sipped, we slurped, and 
we swilled in an effort to ‘appreciate’ the Hunter’s 
offerings. Several of us who intended to continue 
the education in Sydney purchased a selection of 
bottles from these vendors. 

After the ‘Foundations of Wine’ tours, we broke 
for lunch at a fancy pub full of children. Since a 
jumping castle was present, some of us tried to 
blend in by becoming children. The remainder 
took a break from drinking wine and began to 
consume food and beer. Beer is not wine. 

From there we continued our wine touring, now 
with an express aim of inebriation. Alas, one is 
only provided with a tipple in each glass, so we 
would have to wait until the evening to really hit 
our stride.

We arrived at the Neath Hotel - our 
accommodation for the night - chose our rooms 
(shout out to the ‘boys room’) and proceeded 
to our dinner. Following a cheap pub feed, we 
began the most (un)memorable aspect of the trip. 
It started with beers, a game of pool against a 
10-year-old local (who beat me), and proceeded to 
Keg.

Keg was a local who just wanted to hang out and 
have a good time. It’s unclear whether his name 
reflected the shape of his body or the amount of 
beer he could consume in a night but I imagine 
both applied. Keg thought we were the kinds of 
people he wanted to hang around that night, so 
he popped in and out of our soiree with increasing 
frequency as the night progressed.

After spending some of our night outside beside 
the Neath’s fire, our sensitive Sydney bones couldn’t 
handle the cold any longer and we migrated back 
inside to take advantage of the live music situation. 
I wound up on Ben Paull’s shoulders and Marly 
Schmidtke found herself in Keg’s arms dancing the 
night away. I imagine it was the largest dancefloor 
the Neath had ever experienced.
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After the band, Keg challenged myself to an arm 
wrestle (which I lost). He proceeded to beat Eric 
Reiner and Ian Richards in raw displays of sheer 
power. One of his tactics, which most likely 
accounts for my loss, was to lick the hand of his 
opponent. Another tactic was to pull down his 
pants and bare his arse. Some consider him a cheat; 
I consider him a genius.

Once the pub stopped serving drinks we decided 
we weren’t quite ready to call it a night so made 
our way up into one of the rooms to continue 
the frivolities. Somehow, Keg caught a whiff of 
us and followed us up. He really wanted to hang 
out, so much so that he brought beers for us to all 
enjoy. Unfortunately he did not bring enough, and 
after all we were on a wine tour, so we had him 
removed. 

The night devolved into a drunken heap at this 
point and the details are somewhat blurry. The 
photographic evidence suggests over ten people 
could fit onto a bed at the Neath and JD I students 
are clearly a classless bunch. Much of the wine that 

people intended to bring back to Sydney was also 
consumed at this point in the night.

The following day involved a continuation of the 
tour in spite of our hangovers and a general lack of 
sleep. We tried our best to return to the classiness 
we originally exhibited although the hair of the dog 
proved no remedy. 

At one of the tastings we were treated to Dr Jurd’s 
‘Jungle Juice’, which is a sweet port some of our 
contingent found irresistible. We had barely left 
the venue when someone opened a bottle and 
began consuming. This consumption continued 
throughout the bus ride home and led to cries 
of, ‘Jungle juuiiiiceee!’ from James McKenzie at 
certain points along the way. 

The end of the trip resulted in one of our members 
passed out on the steps of Fisher Library, covered 
in McDonalds wrappers. This vision neatly 
represented the main conclusion I drew from the 
trip – JD students, whilst educated and seemingly 
old and wise, still know how to have a great time!
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Five Legal Cases Understood 
by a Non-Law Student

S E A N  H O N G  ( H A N N A ’ S  H U S B A N D )

Donoghue v Stevenson
If you happen to be a manufacturer of beverages, ensure your drink 

does not contain rotting snail or other such material. At the very 
least, bottle your liquid refreshment in clear and see through (i.e. non 
opaque) glass or plastic so that if it does contain the above mentioned 

ingredient, you have a defence.

Carbolic Smokeball
If you are a company in the smoke ball manufacturing business, make 
sure you clearly stipulate your intention to award a prize, but that you 
do not promise to do so. Doing so will constitute mere puffery, which 

is a viable legal defence. 

Codelfela
My contract with NSW Rail to get me to work on time has been 

frustrated. Can I sue NSW Rail? Please advise. 

Salomon v A Salomon & Co Ltd
Salomon creates a company named A Salomon. A Salomon’s favourite 

colour is blue and his favourite food is sausage. Financial pressures 
mount for the couple and eventually A Salomon sues Salomon 

because Salomon does not have enough money to pay A Salomon 
because A Salomon took all of Salomon’s money. Fact. 

R v Brown
Do not, under any circumstance, partake in any sadomasochism 

activities with your sadomasochist friend. If you do and they do not 
enjoy it, you will go to jail. If you do and they enjoy it, you will still 
go to jail. When it comes to sadomasochism, you just cannot win.
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Yiling Tan
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Finding the need to colour code everything with my different 
coloured highlighters and post-it notes!

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Next week is reading week so there will be no classes.”

What was the best thing about law school?
Being able to have a solid two day timetable thanks to 12-14 hours 
of classes per week. Hooray for extended weekends!

... and the worst? 
Falling behind on readings after the first week of semester... perhaps 
that was how I should have spent my “extended weekends”?

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I would have tried to get a job at Taste, so that I could interact 
with law students on a daily basis and hope that some of their 
awesomeness rubs off on me. In all seriousness, I would probably 
have done a straight Commerce degree, majoring in Finance.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
How to function with zero sleep thanks to the frequent all- nighters 
every time a law assignment is due. I have also truly mastered the 
art of submitting assignments a few seconds before the deadline. 
That’s living life on the edge.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Precious sleep, brain cells, 20/20 vision, and my sanity. Many trees 
have also been sacrificed, especially when it comes to printing 
materials the day before an open book exam.

What are your next steps after graduating?
After going on exchange in my final semester, I will be travelling for 
some time and then starting work as a management consultant... 
and then hopefully travelling some more along the way! Graduating 
will be an exciting step in the trajectory that leads towards the 
future, so I am looking forward to what lies ahead!
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Melissa Tang
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Do I have any weird habit?

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“You don’t feed cheap petrol to a Lamborghini” - Professor Ron 
McCallum

What was the best thing about law school?
The quality of teaching - we have some really good lecturers!

... and the worst? 
Coffee queues at the hour drive me crazy, especially when everyone 
has the common 1pm lunch break.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Probably making wines if anyone wanted to hire me, or playing 
footy. But on a serious note if I stayed in Singapore I would 
probably end up studying aerospace engineering.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Never leave your assignments/revision to the last minute - I remind 
myself at the start of every semester but ‘nek minnit’......

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Money for some course readers - not planning to name any but 
really, some of them were quite redundant.

What are your next steps after graduating?
I will most probably go to the College of Law, and hopefully be able 
to find a good job here in Sydney after my admission.

Melissa was my first friend in uni, back when we met at LT101. Since then, she has always been a great 
companion as we spent most of our time together with the same classes in both business school and law 
school. — Hiu Tsing Gloria Chu
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Chanuth Tansomboon
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Watching Suits to build up study motivation

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Live the f***ing dream” - Anthony Baine

What was the best thing about law school?
Drinks at Taste, Peter Gerangalos and subjects without finals

... and the worst? 
Exams. There’s not even a close second.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Write down everything. Even if you think you’ll remember it later, 
you won’t. Referencing is important. How to “buddy up” at the bar 
when there’s a tab
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Hana Lane Thorson
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
A 3 cup of coffee a day dependency.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Seriously, this semester is going to be different. I’m going to read 
every case and get HD’s in every class.” - Everyone.

What was the best thing about law school?
Time spent talking about how far behind we were while basking in 
the sun on the law lawns.

... and the worst? 
Trying to catch up from behind after time spent basking in the sun 
on the law lawns.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I was voted most likely to be a lawyer in my grade 4 yearbook, so, 
it’s pretty much been in the cards since I was 10. If only they’d 
voted differently, I’d probably be a yoga teacher or wine maker, 
living in a castle in Spain.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
At the end of it all, it’s the people - the nights dancing, the night 
before exam breakdowns, not the grades, I’ll remember.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
A down payment on a castle in Spain.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Buying a campervan and disappearing for a year down the West 
Coast of the United States and into Central America; eventually 
returning to the big smoke to start the life of a real grown up 
person.

A bigger legend at law school there is not, I mispronounced her name for two years and she is still my 
friend. — Nicholas Simpson
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Emma Tran
Bachelor of Laws

What is your favourite quote from law school?
Do you even law!?

What was the best thing about law school?
Meeting and becoming friends with some of the smartest, funniest 
and most warm-hearted people.

... and the worst? 
Non law students in the Law Library during stu-vac.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
How to allege misleading advertising to get clothes for the cheaper 
and incorrectly displayed price. Section 18 of the ACL, you’re an 
amazing piece of work.
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Greta Ulbrick
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Using my local cafe as a personal study space, which involved taking 
up an inordinate amount of table room with notes and highlighters 
and ordering only the occasional drink at two hour intervals. Special 
mention goes to Alice Gardoll and Joanna Connolly for joining me 
on cafe study trips.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Treat this like a practice exam.” Corporations Law, 2013.

What was the best thing about law school?
The people!

... and the worst? 
The people.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Moved to Italy.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
It’s amazing what you can cram in the last 24 hours before an exam. 
Also, find good notes.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
A few too many Friday nights - the ‘Marshall studying to be a 
lawyer’ YouTube clip sums it up. I also like to think that my failing 
eyesight is in large part due to law school.

What are your next steps after graduating?
After a little time off, I’ll (predictably) start work as a lawyer.

Everytime someone mentions this girl’s name 
I think that she just needs to stop. She needs 
to stop being good at law school, being good 
at uni, being good at things in general. It’s 
very frustrating being around a girl like this 
because one is consistently reminded of how 
inadequate a student one is when you may end 
up comparing notes. Not just the literal notes 
that you take in class or make (read: copy off a 
senior student’s USB), but thoughts on a course 
in general, opinions of a lecturer and musings 
on a specific case. Each note that is made by 
Greta is intelligent and insightful. You can have a 
conversation with her about low culture or high 

culture, about an assignment or what you did on 
the weekend (usually these are the same thing at 
Sydney Law School), about current events or a 
workplace situation. She’s a great student to be 
around, a beautiful person and a future success 
story that this University will undoubtedly, and 
unashamedly, include on its celebrated alumni 
list. If you’ve had much to do with her then 
you’ll probably agree. If you haven’t, then you’ll 
probably become familiar with her projected 
reputation over the course of your corporate 
career. Come to think of it Greta, don’t stop - 
because you don’t so much cause frustration as 
you do inspiration. — Alex Cubis
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Nina Ubaldi
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
After six years of uni (heading into my seventh...), I’ve always had 
to run to hand in every assignment.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
I waver between being cynical and really sentimental so I had to 
pick three.
‘This is the real corporations exam’.
‘Were it not for those rules [regarding outside assistance], these 
drafts would, for the most part, be dripping in red ink.’
‘Happiness is about having someone to love, something to do, and 
something to look forward to’ - Someone via Emily Crawford

What was the best thing about law school?
Great friends and lecturers. Highlights include doing the Honi 
cryptic crossword with Lucian, studying at the kitchen table with 
Jo and Greta, and extended breaks on the lawns with Hannah and 
Bryant. Also meeting *the* Christopher Pile from the emails – I was 
totally star struck.

... and the worst? 
There’s a terrible photo of me and Connie in the law school at 3 am 
before Jessup submissions were due. Alongside repetitively playing 
Bound 2 with Lovelle, this moment was either the best or the worst 
part of law school.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Integrity is a chip you can only cash in once. Avoid making sex 
tapes.
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Matthew Wallace
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
After numerous seminars in Administrative law, the Legal Profession 
and Evidence, I now find it completely socially acceptable to fall 
asleep in public places

What is your favourite quote from law school?
‘Law school taught me one thing: how to take two situations 
that are exactly the same and show how they are different’ Hart 
Pomerantz

What was the best thing about law school?
It allows you to spend at five years at university with great people 
and a great lifestyle

... and the worst? 
Occasionally having to take a 9am class.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Probably another major in Commerce

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
It’s amazing what you can cram in the last 24 hours before an exam. 
Also, find good notes.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
My university weighted average mark

What are your next steps after graduating?
Pursuing a career in finance
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Jay Dee 2012
J O H N  F E N N E L

The social life of a Juris Doctor student is a curious 
phenomenon. For many, the beginning of a JD is a 
second chance at university life. Those who might 
have otherwise shied away from socialising in 
their undergraduate degree came out in full force 
whenever the opportunity arose. For this reason, 
2012 had a robust social calendar for the JD I 
cohort.

Throughout the year, the JD had informal catch-
ups at the bars around Sydney Uni. One of our 
favourite get-together spots was The Rose Hotel 
in Chippendale. We also tried Manning Bar, the 
Nags Head Hotel, and the Abercrombie for our 
outtings. Each time we got together we had a lot of 
fun – sometimes a little too much fun. I recall one 
evening ended up with Tara Gazzard and Denesh 
Hewa-Gamage at World Bar in Kings Cross. One 
of the earlier soirees continued in Rhys Hille’s 
backyard until some silly hour. Memories from 
these occasions were some of my favourites from 
the first year of the JD. 

SULS was another supplement to our socialising 
in 2012, with events including the mid-semester 
drinks, the informals at the end of each semester, 
and the ball in semester 2. The mid-semester drinks 
in Newtown were a claustrophobe’s nightmare. 
Held in the aptly-named ‘Corridor’ bar, the JD I 
students found themselves a nice little niche in the 
upstairs part of the venue. Special mention should 
go to grandfather-figure Rob Fenwick at this point 
for making one of his very few appearances at a 
SULS social event. We all aspire to party like Rob 
one day.

The Semester 1 Informal at Goldfish Bar in King’s 
Cross, themed ‘It Used to be Cool’, lived up to the 
location’s name as the spirits being served left us all 
very hydrated and not very drunk. Nonetheless we 
all got a good peek at the infamous Nick Dennis’ 
half-naked body – a feature of social events we 
would come to expect for the rest of our time in 
Law School.
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Law Ball 2012 – themed ‘Las Vegas’ – was held in 
the Hilton Ballroom in September. The fun started 
when we experienced our first-ever rush for tickets 
and the politics surrounding table organisation. 
Some people missed out. Some people wound 
up on obscure tables. Many people felt dazed 
and confused. Nonetheless, the night itself was 
a brilliant occasion and a great insight into how 
smart our cohort could look when they put in the 
effort. 

This year also saw the invention of the black and 
white ‘pre’s’ photos at Alistair Stephenson’s house. 
These albums are ripe with Facebook profile 
pictures for those who attended. And for those 
who didn’t make it and got snapped at Law Ball, 
they may or may not be aware that their photo was 
taken by fashion sensation Margaret Zhang. I think 
that makes us all models!

The 2012 social calendar wrapped up with the 
SULS ‘End of the World’ party at Home Nightclub 
in Darling Harbour. This was an experience, to say 
the least – we danced and drank overlooking the 
harbour until the tab ran out and the public started 
to dribble in. Some festival had taken place during 
the day and the punters were confused to find 
zombies and vampires in their favourite late-night 
haunt. Suffice to say the party quickly dissipated 
and those in attendance dispersed into the night. 
Looking back, it’s clear that the first year of the JD 
set us up for another two years of close friendships 
and great times. While some of us may have drifted 
apart since first year, we cannot forget the great 
memories that were made and the friendships that 
will continue for years to come.
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Soung Takayama
Juris Doctor

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“As Sherlock Holmes reminded Dr Watson, when you have 
eliminated the impossible, whatever remains, however improbable, 
must be the truth.” Twinsectra v Yardley [2002] 2 AC 164 per Lord 
Millett.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I would like to think that I would still have striven for my greatest 
ambitions, albeit without a JD degree.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
I am grateful to Mr Ross Anderson, Mr Fady Aoun, Dr Livingston 
Armytage, Dr Wayne Courtney, Dr Peter Gerangelos, Dr Stefan 
Gruber, Dr David Kinley, Dr Kate Miles, Dr Michael Sevel, Dr 
Gillian Triggs, and Dr Anne Twomey for their guidance and 
encouragement. Their lessons have been of immeasurable value.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
I let go of what I needed to for the attainment of worthier gains. It 
was a fine exchange.

Caroline Talbert
Juris Doctor

What was the best thing about law school?
The friends I made.

... and the worst? 
Jurisprudence!

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
A lot of weekends!

What are your next steps after graduating?
Travelling and starting work next year.
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Ted Talas
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Never studying in the law library.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“I want to feed you the milk before I get you into the meat” - Peter 
Gerangelos

“Sir Cresswell [table thump] Cresswell [table thump]” - Ross 
Anderson

What was the best thing about law school?
Being exposed to interesting ideas while spending time with some 
extremely driven and intelligent people.

... and the worst? 
Never really knowing what goes on above Level 3 of the Law 
Building. I’m still curious.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Probably further study in History and Philosophy of Science.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
A misplaced confidence in my ability to sound like I know what I’m 
talking about.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
A de-cluttered outlook inbox.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Entering the murky waters of corporate law.

Blackacre | 203



Masao Watanabe
Juris Doctor

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Reading the terms and conditions.

What was the best thing about law school?
Ross Anderson

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Work in finance

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
90 grand

What are your next steps after graduating?
Become a lawyer
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Stephanie Watters
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
I have become incredibly pedantic about formatting and colour 
coding my notes.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
Professor Gerangelos: “One day you will sit down of an evening 
with a glass of red wine and read case law.”

What was the best thing about law school?
The carefree, no pressure days when you could just sit in the sun 
with your friends on the law lawns.

... and the worst? 
The necessity of being at the Law Library doors at the crack of dawn 
to fight the masses for a desk, or if you’re lucky, a cubby.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Journalism or teaching.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
You can achieve anything regardless of the obstacles, if you really 
put your mind to it.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Hundreds of dollars of waitressing tips to fund my parking fines.

What are your next steps after graduating?
I plan to go traveling overseas and then will be starting in a 
Graduate position in a commercial firm in the City.
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David Weiler
Juris Doctor

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“In this ocean of litigious controversy there is one large island of 
agreement between the parties.” - Mason J in Codelfa Construction 
Pty Ltd v State Rail Authority of NSW (1982) 149 CLR 337

What was the best thing about law school?
Lectures in the Himalayan foothills.

... and the worst? 
Lectures in the basement of Phillip St.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I would have wondered what it would have been like to go to law 
school.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Be yourself.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Some nights sleep. Some nights sanity. Some nights both.

What are your next steps after graduating?
“If you want to make God laugh, tell him about your plans.” - 
Someone on the internet (who probably didn’t know his next steps 
..)
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Christina White
Bachelor of Laws

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“Mmmmm… political”

What was the best thing about law school?
The How I Met Your Mother clip of Marshall that got shared about 
five hundred times every stuvac.

... and the worst? 
The realisation that no subject was going to be like foundies.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Definitely become a six-foot Victoria Secret model

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
That law schools have a long way to go.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Optimism and caffeine effectiveness.

What are your next steps after graduating?
‘Graduating’ in the loosest possible sense, stepping right back for 
sixth year.
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Deborah White
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
An unhealthy obsession with highlighters, post-it notes, and Taste.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“The following topics will not be examinable...”

What was the best thing about law school?
Definitely the people. Thank you to my boyfriend and friends who 
have supported me with your kindness, made me laugh even during 
the most stressful of times, and were always up for a coffee break 
(or tequila shot). Thank you to my tutors for generously imparting 
your wisdom and passion for the law. You have brought the notion 
of ‘tough love’ to a new level. Thank you to those overachievers of 
Law School who continually amazed me with your intelligence, 
motivation, and sheer winning at life. You have inspired me to work 
harder and aim to be a better person. Thank you to Kelly at Taste 
for the coffee, bacon & egg rolls, and spelling my name correctly 
every single time.

... and the worst? 
The Corporations Law exam – having a 100% closed book exam on 
the Corporations Act was a great idea. Said no one. Ever.
#recklessindifferencetohumanlife

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Politics, international affairs, or starring on the Real Housewives of 
Sydney – these haven’t been ruled out just yet!

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
1. Success is not just about hard work, it’s about persistence in the 
face of failure and having faith in yourself to pursue your dreams. 
2.Always be grateful for the support of others and never forget your 
responsibility to give other people the same chances that helped you 
along the way. 3. Register any proprietary interest ASAP!

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
My eye sight and a portion of my sanity – but nothing that has not 
been worth it in the end.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Travelling, spending time with family and friends, then starting a 
graduate job in Litigation & Dispute Resolution at a law firm.
Eventually I would like to pursue my passion for international 
affairs and work in diplomacy overseas (where my HECS debt 
cannot find me).
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Theodore Widmer
Juris Doctor Theodore “yeah, yeah, nah” Widmer has two standout 

qualities, his roguish good looks, and his undeniable ability 
to flake on almost any event, at any time. That said, he’s an all 
round standout bloke...his banter’s not too shabby either.
PS: Did you know that he went to the AFL combine? If not, 
you’re clearly yet to meet him. — Nick Cohen

Simon Williams
Juris Doctor
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Darcy Wilson
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Making mental notes of potential law suits everywhere I go.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“In summing up, it’s the Constitution, it’s Mabo, it’s justice, it’s law, 
it’s the vibe and, no that’s it, it’s the vibe. I rest my case.”
Denis Denuto, The Castle

What was the best thing about law school?
Realising you’re not as smart as you thought you were.

... and the worst? 
Realising you’re not as smart as you thought you were.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Indulge my passion for obscure areas of history.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Don’t stand in line for coffee like a chump - there’s an app for that. 
Also, avoid getting involved in litigation at all costs, unless you’re 
being paid to be there.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
My eyesight and sufficiency of vitamin D. Also adjectives.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Wandering lonely as a cloud in Patagonia before starting as a 
graduate at a law firm.

212 | Blackacre 



Josh Wong
Bachelor of Laws

What are your next steps after graduating?
Get rich or die tryin’.

Samantha Wong
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Some legal jargon has unintentionally found its way into my 
everyday vocabulary. I have to remind myself sometimes that it is 
not okay to include Latin terms (like bona fide, ab initio, pari passu, 
prima facie and sui generis) in conversation.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
I don’t remember Professor Gerangelos’ words exactly, but when he 
addressed us at the end of Federal Constitutional Law on the issue 
of depression and said if we ever have negative thoughts we can call 
him, I thought that was the sweetest thing ever.

What was the best thing about law school?
Being able to share my days with the best people around!

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Probably something mathematics related.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
How to think critically and read really fast.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Travelling! (and working)
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Jackson Wright Smith
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Accidentally dropping ‘as per’ in everyday conversation.

What is your favourite quote from law school?
Anything ever said by Professor Peter Gerangelos. Even his morning 
coffee order. Inspiring.

What was the best thing about law school?
The people (‘awwwww’).

... and the worst? 
The 11am coffee line at Taste.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Become an extra on Informercials.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Never do the ‘optional’ assignment

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
About $50 000 in HECs debt.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Probably the 3 down the stairs, and then 10 more to sit next to my 
parents, waiting awkwardly until I can take off my hat and robe (I 
use this literal joke to hide the fact that I have no idea)
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Xiao Ming Wu
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
The love of highlighters especially the yellow ones!

What is your favourite quote from law school?
There are only two things certain in life, death and taxes. - 
Benjamin Franklin

What was the best thing about law school?
Constant intellectual stimulation. The learning atmosphere.

... and the worst? 
All nighters, constant stress, 100% closed book exams!

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Become a chef or an interpreter or a competitive latin dancer.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Cramming will almost never work (unless you’re a genius). If you 
want to succeed in anything, you have to be prepared to put in 
some hard work and plan ahead of time.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Time for other social activities, the large amount of readings meant 
that there is virtually no time for other activities. Sanity, especially 
during exam times.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Really decide on what I want to do when I grow up.

Elizabeth Wye
Juris Doctor
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Chris Zheng Wei Yan
Juris Doctor

What is your favourite quote from law school?
“To an imagination of any scope the most far-reaching form of 
power is not money, it is the command of ideas.” - Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, The Path of the Law (1897)

Alice Yang
Juris Doctor
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Dominique Yong
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Justifying all life decisions, from travel plans to menu choices, in 
terms of numbered submissions.

What was the best thing about law school?
Indulging in grammatical, legalistic and philosophical conversations 
with like-minded friends. I am also particularly grateful for the 
opportunities given to me through law school activities such as 
mooting.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
Continued a career in the performing arts in New York.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Nothing that wasn’t worth it.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Bringing justice to the world, one corporation at a time.
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Catrina Yu
Bachelor of Laws

What is the weirdest habit you have developed from law school? 
Eye twitches....

What is your favourite quote from law school?
The silence in the law library.

What was the best thing about law school?
Exams

... and the worst? 
Exams

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
I would have written the next great American novel

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Challenge everything.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Looks that would have launched a thousand ships.

What are your next steps after graduating?
Cash cheques, break necks.

I don’t care if this is lame, I love you to pieces and 
I wouldn’t have been able to survive law school 
without you! Thanks for your friendship over the 
years and making me laugh until my stomach 

hurts with your crazy sense of humour.After 
enduring the HSC and a law degree with you, I’m 
sure we can take on the world! xx. — Deborah 
White
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Kristen Zhao
Juris Doctor Kristen is such a sweet girl who made study time in the library 

bearable. She would always be sharing her chocolates with me 
and we would have the best coffee breaks! It’s honestly never 
a dull moment with Kristen and I love how we can just go for 
hours together! — Laura Brotodihardjo

Kinga Zugaj
Juris Doctor
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Stephanie Zughbi
Bachelor of Laws

What is your favourite quote from law school?
And, amphibian!

What was the best thing about law school?
Buying textbooks early, attending all classes, doing all optional 
readings, finishing my notes weeks in advance, asking my tutors 
challenging questions that they would have to research and get back 
to me on, sleeping nine hours per night during Stuvac, not stressing 
at all and cruising through exams, achieving excellence. It’s been 
great.

... and the worst? 
Probably CCP and the not-downstairs bathrooms.

What would you have done if you didn’t study law?
(Not) just Arts.

What is the most valuable lesson you learned at law school?
Stuff happens.

What did you sacrifice for/at law school?
Many days in the sun, eating cheese and crackers.

What are your next steps after graduating?
If only I was graduating.
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Joellen Riley
What is your favourite thing about law students?  Law students are intellectually curious, and most of them 
are passionate about something.

What is the strangest thing a student has ever asked you? I am not sure whether this classifies as ‘strange’, but I 
remember when I was teaching Contracts – way back in about 1999, I think – I was explaining the facts in 
Couchman v Hill [1947] KB 554, and a very bright student (who has subsequently gone on to an illustrious 
career at the bar) asked me what it meant that the little heifer which was the subject of the contract had not 
yet ‘been served’. It was an awkward moment. I had assumed that by the time kids came to law school, they 
had already dealt with all that ‘birds and bees’ stuff. (My answer? ‘It was a matter of “animal husbandry”.’)

What is your favourite legal quote? I can’t put my finger on the exact citation now, but I once read a very old 
case – I think it may have been a decision of Lord Mansfield - in which the judge said something like ‘there 
is nothing in the law so misleading as a metaphor’. I have often thought that to be true when I have read 
spurious arguments based on very inept analogies. When it comes to quotes, I usually prefer Shakespeare, 
and my favourite (which I have been known to use when explaining rationales for intellectual property 
protection) comes from Othello: “I would rather be a toad and live upon the vapour of a dungeon than to 
keep a corner in a thing I love for others’ uses.”(Actually, that one probably explains the genesis of a lot of 
acrimonious lawsuits.)

What is the most important thing you can learn at law school? In a thorough legal education – indeed, in any 
kind of legal education at all – you can’t escape realizing that there are at least two sides to any argument, 
usually both sides are persuasive depending on your viewpoint, and the best solutions seek to accommodate 
many interests. Anyone who has read any High Court cases knows that equally learned minds can reach 
different conclusions, for equally persuasive reasons.

What is your advice to the graduating class? Cultivate an optimistic outlook. The great danger of a legal 
education is that it predisposes you to see the dark possibilities in pretty well everything. Notwithstanding 
all the ugliness, misery and strife you will see as a lawyer, seek out and magnify the good and virtuous 
aspects of humanity. And don’t be too hard on yourself.
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Fady Aoun
What is your favourite thing about law students? My favourite thing about law students is their intelligence, 
as revealed through their quick wit. 

What is the strangest thing a student has ever asked you? A student once asked me whether I could source 
some sporting equipment that she could use in a modelling shoot/party. I thought that was strange.

What is your favourite legal quote? One of my favourite legal quotes comes from Lord MacNaghten in 
Montgomery v Thompson [1891] AC 217 (‘Stone Ales’ case), which involved a bitter passing off dispute 
between rival beer traders. In discounting the efficacy of the defendant trader’s disclaimer disclaiming any 
association with the plaintiff’s business, Lord MacNaghten, at 225, famously observed that ‘Any attempt to 
distinguish the two, even if it were honestly meant, would have been perfectly idle. Thirsty folk want beer, 
not explanations’. 

What is the most important thing you can learn at law school? The importance of diligence and resilience. Law 
school is hard work, and the degree is far more enjoyable and fulfilling where students are well-prepared 
for each class. If things don’t go to plan, then you must collect yourself and push on. Some practical advice 
offered to me as a law student (and which I found invaluable) is to treat open-book exams as what is 
your advice to the graduating class? My advice to the graduating class of 2013 is to enjoy your careers. In 
whatever pursuit that you eventually settle on, I would emphasise the importance of acting with dignity, 
and honesty, and treating people with respect at all times. After all, common decency (not to mention our 
professional obligations) requires that of us.

Barbara McDonald
What is your favourite thing about law students? They have so many talents, and they constantly surprise.

What is the strangest thing a student has ever asked you? Seriously, ‘Can you promise me Topics 1-5 will not be 
in the exam because I have forgotten everything I learnt about those topics?’ 

What is your favourite legal quote? People cannot hide behind their own moral obtuseness (Consul 
Development Pty Ltd v DPC Estates Pty Ltd (1975) 132 CLR 373)

What is the most important thing you can learn at law school? That there are two sides to every story (except 
torture which is always wrong)

What is your advice to the graduating class? There is a lot more to learn.
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Greg Tolhurst
What is your favourite thing about law students? Their deep love of commercial law.

What is the strangest thing a student has ever asked you? It is a choice between: On the eve of a closed book 
exam: “Dear Professor Tolhurst, please find attached all my notes taken from your lectures, the text book 
and case book, can you please read over them to ensure they are correct.” The plea of ‘Non Est Factum’ that 
appeared at the end of an exam paper. I am not sure whether it was the same student!

What is your favourite legal quote? “When a contract stipulates for payment of part of the purchase money 
in advance, the purchaser relying only on the vendor’s promise to give him a conveyance, the vendor is 
entitled to enforce payment before the time has arrived for conveying the land; yet his title to retain the 
money has been considered not to be absolute but conditional upon the subsequent completion of the 
contract.” - McDonald v Dennys Lascelles Ltd (1933) 48 CLR 457 at 477 per Dixon J. 

What is the most important thing you can learn at law school? The law? Oh and get to the what is your advice 
to the graduating class? Full-time postgraduate research and coursework.

Arlie Loughnan
What is your favourite thing about law students? Collective pedantry.

What is the strangest thing a student has ever asked you? I don’t know that there have been that many strange 
queries. But the funniest things are the (very serious) requests for extensions in circumstances that are not 
so serious. My favourite one of these began: “Respect’d M’am, Regretfully it has come to this...”

What is your favourite legal quote? Major Lloyd-George, Second Reading Speech re: Homicide Act 1957, 
House of Commons, explaining to whom the new defence of diminished responsibility would apply: 
“Those who, although not insane in this [M’Naghten] legal sense, are regarded in the light of modern 
knowledge as insane in the medical sense, and those who, not insane in either sense, are seriously abnormal, 
whether through mental deficiency, inherent causes, disease or injury.” - Hansard (HC) (1956–57) (Series 
5) vol 560, col 1154 (15 November 1956).

What is the most important thing you can learn at law school? Analytical skills (and ways of dropping Latin 
phrases into casual conversation).

What is your advice to the graduating class? Studying is a privilege and your legal knowledge is a gift. Use it 
as best you can and remember that your career is your choice. Don’t feel locked into any one option - for 
status, or money or anything else. It’s your life.
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Roger Magnussen
What is your favourite thing about law students? Given the right environment, and an opportunity to express 
their thoughts and beliefs, Sydney Law School students are incredibly articulate, engaged and passionate. 
They have strong communication and analytical skills - the foundation for success.

What is the strangest thing a student has ever asked you? The strangest requests always come at the end 
of semester when students assume that simply because they are disappointed with their mark, need a 
distinction average or because they are a “distinction student”, that the lecturer should change their mark 
for that reason.

What is the most important thing you can learn at law school? Wrong question. It’s not what you learn - 
the law you learn ain’t all that important in the scheme of things. It’s the strong, generic analytical and 
communication skills that you develop through the process of learning the law that is really valuable. You 
will keep these forever and they will benefit you in whatever you do. The fact that you’ll forget the law you 
learned in law school is irrelevant. 

Penelope Crossley
What is your favourite thing about law students?  Their inquisitive spark and intelligence.  When you walk 
into a lecture theatre you never know what you are going to be asked.  It keeps me on my toes and is a 
constant reminder of why I love the law.

What is the strangest thing a student has ever asked you? ‘Can a seismologist be sued for negligently failing to 
predict a tsunami caused by underground blast mining in [insert the name of an African country with no 
recorded history of either underground blast mining or tsunamis]?’  The strangest thing a student has ever 
told me was someone from your graduating class who informed me that he had three nipples…

What is your favourite legal quote? ‘What is the argument on the other side? Only this, that no case has been 
found in which it has been done before. That argument does not appeal to me in the least, if we never do 
anything which has not been done before, we shall never get anywhere. The law will stand still whilst the 
rest of the world goes on; and that will be bad for both.’ Denning LJ in Packer v Packer [1954] P 15, 22.

What is the most important thing you can learn at law school? Learning is a life skill.  Do not be afraid to 
work hard, ask questions, clarify your understanding and communicate clearly.

What is your advice to the graduating class? There are a great many people in the world who have not had 
the benefit of the same advantages in life that you have had. Sharing your knowledge and helping others is 
empowering and rewarding, and not just for the people you assist.
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Jamie Glister
What is your favourite thing about law students? They are really, really clever.  And I am very lucky to have a 
job that involves talking to them about things I find interesting.

What is the strangest thing a student has ever asked you? I did once get offered a bribe to fiddle someone’s 
marks, which obviously I refused!  (It wasn’t at Sydney.)

What is your favourite legal quote? The Protection of Badgers Act 1992 is worth reading in its entirety, but s 
2(2) is my favourite: If in any proceedings for an offence under subsection (1)(c) above there is evidence 
from which it could reasonably be concluded that at the material time the accused was digging for a badger 
he shall be presumed to have been digging for a badger unless the contrary is shown.”

What is the most important thing you can learn at law school? The most important thing is how to marshal 
evidence and argue well.  In that respect it is little different from a history degree.  It is also important to 
understand the difference between understanding the principles of law and learning the current law itself.  
Of course principle is derived from case law, but there is still a difference.  At law school, understanding the 
principles is much more important than learning what the current law is.

What is your advice to the graduating class? That’s really not my place at all!  I would recommend becoming 
Facebook friends with David Rolph though.  It is like having your own news-and-gossip-filtering app, with 
wonderfully arch commentary thrown in.
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Alison Pert
What is your favourite thing about law students? Their ability to ask questions that make me think, and often 
research an issue further, so I’m always learning too.

What is the strangest thing a student has ever asked you? There are always lots of queries and requests for 
advice leading up to exam time, including for comments on draft answers to practice problems.  But I 
was surprised to receive from one particular student, after about six e-mails on various subjects over the 
previous week, a long e-mail requesting detailed advice about how to answer a particular sample problem 
question in the unit outline – the day after the final exam. (And no, it was not similar to the exam 
problem.)

What is your favourite legal quote? “Theories of law … are one of the principal causes of low morale among 
students of international law” – the late and great Ian Brownlie, in 1955.  As one who never quite warmed 
to legal theory, this has always resonated with me.

What is the most important thing you can learn at law school? How to analyse a complex situation: when 
faced with a mass of information, how to distinguish the relevant from the irrelevant, work out what the 
issues are, and what the possible approaches or solutions might be.  

What is your advice to the graduating class? Sounds corny, but be true to yourself and your own moral 
compass.  It can too easily happen that someone, especially early in their career, can feel under pressure 
to cut ethical, moral or legal corners.  We all know in our hearts what is right and what is wrong; don’t be 
swayed or intimidated by your client, your employer, or anyone else to do anything but what is right. And 
when researching a point, go the actual source – case, statute, rule of court, whatever – don’t rely on what 
other people say it is.  Even senior partners in major law firms get things wrong.
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It feels strange to be farewelling another year of the Sydney Law School, particularly when it seems I have such 
a long stretch yet to go here. Rest assured, I’ll avoid sprouting words of wisdom to my seniors. 

It’s been a privilege to befriend many of you and observe your successes over the years. I think it’s important 
not to underestimate the influence you have had on the students following after you. We have been encouraged 
and occasionally intimidated by your academic successes (read: well-formatted exam notes), the apparent ease 
with which you have graced the lawns or the library, and your capacity for partying.

For many, and without wanting to overstate things, I think the Class of 2014 epitomises what we all hoped 
law school would be: diverse, fiercely intelligent and a lot of fun. 

When I think over all the people I’ve come into contact with, I’m reminded of another defining feature of 
this cohort: just how deeply impressive you are. You have produced champion mooters, first class Honours 
students, Honi Soit editors, SULS executive members, USU board directors, Law Revue legends, clerks, 
volunteers and activists. It is often extolled to graduating classes that you will all go far in life. Please believe 
me when I say that, looking over the faces in this year’s Blackacre, those are not just empty words. 

However, more importantly than your successes - both past and future - and as the testimonials in this year 
book show, there is a great sense of camaraderie among this year’s graduating class. And I don’t think that can 
be put down to this being a sentimental and nostalgic time of year, or indeed of your university life. Such a 
widespread and genuine sense of affection for your classmates is perhaps a rare occurrence, but I think it has 
helped to set the tone of the law school while you have all been studying here. So thank you. 

I must also extend my thanks to the talented final year students who have dedicated so much time and energy 
to hassling you for your submissions. Congratulations to Editor-in-Chief Alistair Stephenson, and editors 
Bronte Lambourne and Laura Precup-Pop, for producing what is undoubtedly one of the most impressive 
editions of Blackacre to date. 

I hope you’ll all be able to look back fondly on your time here. Know that, regardless of what lies next, you 
have had a lasting impression on the people with whom you have studied, argued and partied. And that is no 
small thing. 

All the best, 

James Higgins
SULS President 2014

Afterword
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